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BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 


QB CARDALE JONES, OHIO STATE 


There can be no denying that the first-ever College Foot- 
ball Playoff National Championship game’s Arlington home 
is certainly worthy of such a big moment. But perhaps 
there is a more appropriate spot for the showdown. 


Like Pasadena. 


Ohio State and Oregon will square off for supremacy in an 
old-fashioned Big Ten-Pac-12 struggle that recalls Rose 
Bowl Game days of yore. Granted, the Buckeyes and Ducks 
have only squared off in the Granddaddy twice (1958, 
2010), but their conferences have a long history and plen- 
ty of tradition in the game. 


But this is a new chapter for the leagues, which have great 
championship pedigrees. And thanks to the squads’ dra- 
matic performances in the semifinals and their different 
styles, this promises to be quite intriguing. After OSU had 
subdued top-ranked Alabama in the Sugar Bowl, Buck- 


WR DARREN CARRINGTON, OREGON 


eyes coach Urban Meyer was informed that the Ducks had 
throttled Florida State, 59-20, in the first semi. 


“| gotta go,” he said, smiling. “We've got to go get ready for 
that one.” 


You can bet Oregon coach Mark Helfrich felt the same way 
after watching the Bucks dispatch Alabama in New Or- 
leans. Although that verdict wasn’t as resounding as the 
Ducks’ rout, it was quite impressive, given OSU's physical 
play and the 537 yards the Buckeyes piled up against a 
team that entered the game ranked in the top 10 nationally 
in total defense. 


The title game features a contrast of styles. Oregon’s 
spread attack puts pressure on rivals with its tempo and 
the variety of formations it uses to create advantages. Heis- 
man winner Marcus Mariota triggers an attack designed 
to create and exploit one-on-one matchups. At the same 
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time, the opportunistic Duck defense forced four turn- 
overs during a decisive third quarter that turned a tight 
contest into a rout. 


“It’s incredible,” Mariota said after the win over Florida 
State. “I’m so proud of these guys right here. We’ve got 
one more to take care of.” 


Ohio State counters with a rugged approach on both sides 
of the ball. Although quarterback Cardale Jones threw for 
243 yards against the Crimson Tide, it was the OSU ground 
attack, led by Ezekiel Elliott, which carried the day. And 
the Bucks forced three turnovers against the explosive 
Alabama attack, which had been throttling rivals behind 
first-year coordinator Lane Kiffin. 


There were those who thought Ohio State wouldn't be 
able to hang with the Tide, and not just because Jones be- 
gan practice before the season third on the quarterback 
depth chart. Alabama’s success on both sides of the ball 
during its eight-game winning streak created a sense of 
inevitability about its becoming the national champ. Af- 
ter the October loss to Mississippi, the Tide rolled on, be- 
coming more comfortable in Kiffin’s attack and playing its 
usual brand of rock-ribbed defense. 


Because the Big Ten wasn’t believed to be as strong as the 
Southeastern Conference, OSU’s 12-1 record didn’t get the 
same respect as did Alabama’s. But the Buckeyes traded 
haymakers with the Tide and showed that perception 
doesn’t always match up well with reality. 


“Maybe the Big Ten is not that bad,” Meyer said. “Maybe it’s 
pretty damn good.” 


There were similar questions about Jones, who took over for 
injured J.T. Barrett midway through the regular season finale 
against Michigan and then triggered a 59-O drubbing of 
Wisconsin in the Big Ten title game. Although he had been 
confident and productive against the Badgers, Jones was 
not considered ready to handle the expected assault from 
Alabama coordinator Kirby Smart’s defense. Although he 
completed an ordinary 18-of-35 passes and threw an inter- 
ception, he also tossed a touchdown strike, had 243 yards 
through the air and looked comfortable most of the game, 
despite the aggressive Tide defenders. The 250-pound red- 
shirt freshman was also a bulwark in the ground game and 
had several big runs. At times, Alabama’s defenders didn’t 
want any part of tackling him. After the game, Alabama 
coach Nick Saban praised Jones, whom many considered 
the weak link in OSU’s championship pursuit. 


. 


“He's probably the mostui ated back 
in the United States.” oa Meyer 
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“THe] has a tremendous arm, and they have some great 
receivers, and those things became apparent the last two 
games,” Saban said. 


Jones may have been the story for some, but there is no way 
OSU would have beaten Alabama without Elliott, who rushed 
for 230 yards on 20 carries and scored twice. “He’s probably 
the most underrated back in the United States,” Meyer said. 
The coach may be right. For the year, Elliott has gained 1,642 
yards, scored 14 times and averaged an impressive 6.9 yards 
per carry. He has worked behind an offensive line that has 
improved every game and is part of a skill position set that 
includes big-play wideout Devin Smith, who lived up to his 
reputation as a gamebreaker by catching two passes for 87 
yards and a score against Alabama. 


The Buckeye defense is no slouch, either, and it should be 
quite interesting to see it square off against the Ducks. 
Speedy linebacker Darron Lee had two sacks against Ala- 
bama, while middle man Curtis Grant had 10 tackles. Ohio 
State has quick players who hit hard, but they will be chal- 
lenged to handle the Oregon skill players in space. 


And that’s how Oregon likes to work. Helfrich’s scheme 
works to put its best players in the open field and challeng- 
es the defense to make sure tackles every time. If not, easy 
touchdowns ensue. At one point in the game against FSU, 
Oregon was squeezing off a play in just a bit over 16 sec- 
onds. Mariota is perfect for the attack, and his great season 


LB DARRON LEE, OHIO STATE 
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continued against the Seminoles when he 
threw for 338 yards and two scores and 
ran for 62 yards and another touchdown. 
For the season, Mr. Heisman has account- 
ed for 56 touchdowns and is college foot- 
ball’s most dangerous weapon. 


“He’s such a special player that eventually 
he’s going to make plays,” Oregon offen- 
sive coordinator Scott Frost said. “He 
missed one or two, but he made his fair 
share, too.” 


That’s how the Oregon offense works. It 
isn’t always perfect, but the cumulative ef- 
fect of its relentless pace wears down a 
defense, even one with as many top-shelf 
athletes as Florida State’s. By the third 
quarter, the FSU players had their hands on 
their hips and were clearly losing steam. If 
the Ducks get into the kind of rhythm they 
did in Pasadena and in the Pac-12 champi- 
onship game rout of Arizona, Ohio State 
could have some big trouble. 


But it’s not all Mariota. No team can set 
Rose Bowl Game records for points and 
yards (639) with simply one player. Thom- 
as Tyner rushed for 124 yards (9.5-yard av- 
erage) and two touchdowns. And should 
the Buckeyes key on him, Royce Freeman 
(1,343 yards in 2014) can burn them. Big- 
play receiver Darren Carrington caught 
seven balls for 165 yards and two scores 
against the Seminoles, and Bryan Mar- 
shall has 71 receptions for the year. 


Although the Duck offense gets most of 
the attention, the Oregon defense cre- 
ated many scoring opportunities for its 
counterpart, forcing five turnovers and 
making 2013 Heisman winner Jameis 
Winston’s afternoon long and frustrating. 
Defensive end Tony Washington's 58- 
yard fumble return for a touchdown was 
the exclamation point on a third quarter 
during which the Ducks blew apart the 
game. Oregon doesn’t have great defen- 
sive statistics, because it is on the field 
often, thanks to the Duck attack’s abil- 
ity to score quickly. That doesn’t bother 
Helfrich, as long as his team is piling up 
the points. Against Florida State, it was 
able to do that. In the national title game, 
the Ducks will face an aggressive D with 
the speed to hang with their skill people. 
But OSU hasn’t faced anyone like Mariota 
this season. 


“[He] is a fantastic player,” Winston said. 
“You gotta tip your hat off because he 
won the game. He led his team to victory.” 


Now, Mariota has to do it again — in the 
biggest game of all. 


“You gotta tip your hat off because 
[Mariota] won the game. He led his 
team to victory.” — Jameis Winston 
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BY MICHAEL BRADLEY 


College football fans who have been clamoring for a play- 
off are getting their wish this year, and come January 12, 
there will be a showdown between the nation’s top two 
teams for the championship. Excitement will be high. 
There will be considerable drama. 


Just like the old days. 


Even though this is the first year with a tournament, the 
former bowl system produced nine matchups involving 
the top- and second-ranked teams from 1963-93. There 
were plenty of years with arguments well after the final 
games were played, but for those nine seasons, there 
could be little dispute over who was best. 


Here are some of the finest of those 1 vs. 2 showdowns. 


Even though Ron Vander Kelen had realized his childhood 
dream of leading a Wisconsin team to the Rose Bowl 
Game, as the fourth quarter dawned, he realized he didn’t 
yet want to wake up. His second-ranked Badgers trailed 
USC, 42-14, but Vander Kelen was poised to lead the Bad- 
gers to immortality. Almost. 


The number-one Trojans had ridden the strong arm of QB 
Pete Beathard to the big advantage over UW. But as the 
late-afternoon gloom settled over Pasadena as the fourth 
quarter began, USC coach John McKay noticed that some 
of his players had already begun to congratulate each 
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ISCONSIN vs US. 


1963 ROSE BOWL GAME PROGRAM 


other. Big mistake. Vander Kelen led an 80-yard drive that 
culminated with a 13-yard touchdown run by Lou Holland. 
After Wisconsin recovered a fumble on USC’s next posses- 
sion, Vander Kelen connected with Gary Kroner on a four- 
yard touchdown pass that made it 42-28. UW gained two 
more points when a USC punt snap sailed out of the end 
zone for a safety, and after the Trojans kicked off, Vander 
Kelen needed three plays to get Wisconsin into the end 
zone again, hitting Pat Richter for 19 yards to make it 42-37, 
with 1:19 remaining. 


That ended the drama. USC ran out the clock and held on 
for the win and the title. Vander Kelen had realized his 
dream of reaching the Rose Bowl Game but had come up a 
bit short of a miracle. 


They were called the “Super Sophomores”, and it wasn’t 
hyperbole. The Ohio State youngsters helped lead the 
Buckeyes to a 9-O regular season and a number-one rank- 
ing in 1968 that included a 50-14 thrashing of arch-rival 
Michigan. Led by quarterback Rex Kern, running back 
Jim Otis, safety Jack Tatum and middle guard Jim Still- 
wagon, the young Bucks played nothing like a group that 
was making its college football debut. During the “sopho- 
mores’” three years in Columbus, OSU posted a 27-2 re- 
cord and won a pair of Big Ten titles. It was quite a crew. 


But second-ranked USC had a pretty good player of its 
own, running back and Heisman Trophy winner O.J. 


Simpson. And with the second-quarter score 3-0, Simp- 
son took off on an 80-yard touchdown run that was the 
second-longest in Rose Bowl Game history and made it 
look as if USC was ready to run away. 


But Kern led OSU into a 10-10 halftime tie and then helped 
the Buckeyes take charge after intermission. He threw 
two touchdown passes, to Leo Hayden and Ray Gillian, to 
lift Ohio State into a 27-10 lead that eventually became 
a 27-16 victory and the national championship. The Tro- 
jans coughed it up five times, and OSU didn’t turn the 
ball over once. 


Mention the name Barry Krause to an Alabama football fan, 
even 35 years after the ‘79 Sugar Classic, and he will prob- 
ably get a little misty-eyed. The linebacker’s clutch stop of 
Penn State’s Mike Guman on a fourth-and-goal from the 
one-yard line in the fourth quarter remains one of the most 
dramatic plays in Alabama history. 


The second-ranked Tide had begun the year as the na- 
tion’s number one squad, but PSU had snuck past Alabama 
to take the top spot when the two teams met in New 
Orleans in just the fifth bowl clash between the first- 
and second-ranked teams. 


Alabama used a 30-yard Jeff Rutledge-to-Bruce Bolton 
touchdown pass to forge a 7-O halftime lead, but a 17- 
yard pass from Chuck Fusina to Scott Fitzkee knotted the 


Alabama vs. Penn State 
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score in the third quarter. When Major Ogilvie went in 
from eight yards out later in the quarter, the Crimson Tide 
had a 14-7 lead. 


Enter Krause and the Alabama defense. After a fourth- 
quarter Alabama fumble, Penn State had the ball on the 
Tide 19. A pass from Fusina to Fitzkee brought the ball to 
the one, and after Matt Suhey failed to climb in on third 
down, PSU coach Joe Paterno called Guman’s num- 
ber. He tried to vault over the pile, but Krause met him 
at the one and drove him back. Alabama held on to 
win, 14-7, and clinched the national title. Krause’s play 
earned him immortality in the Yellowhammer State. 


No matter how you look at the ’87 Fiesta Bowl, whether it’s 
a battle between good and evil, an Old School/New School 
showdown or flash vs. convention, there is no denying the 
game changed college football. It was the first time TV 
changed the day of a bowl to create more interest and 
greater ratings. And number-one Miami and second- 
ranked Penn State provided a spectacle that made the 
game remarkable. 


It began well before kickoff, when Miami players showed 
up in the desert wearing army fatigues. At the traditional 
dinner a couple days before the game, the Hurricanes 
stormed out, declaring that enemies shouldn't eat 
together. The stage was set for high drama. And that’s 
exactly what fans got. 


The high-powered Miami offense couldn’t solve Penn 
State’s tricky coverages, and QB Vinny Testaverde threw 
five interceptions. Meanwhile, PSU’s attack was doing just 


LB PETE GIFTOPOULOS, PENN STATE 


enough. Quarterback John Shaffer ran four yards for a 
touchdown that produced a 7-7 halftime tie. A six-yard run 
by D.J. Dozier in the fourth gave PSU a 14-10 lead, after 
Miami’s Mark Seelig’s 38-yard field goal a couple minutes 
earlier put the ‘Canes in front. 


But the real drama came in the game’s final seconds. Mi- 
ami drove from its own 23 to the Penn State five. A sack 
and a pair of incompletions set up fourth-and-goal. Tes- 
taverde threw toward the end zone, but instead of finding 
a teammate, he hit PSU linebacker Pete Giftopoulos, who 
registered his second interception. Penn State had pulled 
off the upset in one of the wildest games in college foot- 
ball history. 


One year after its Fiesta disaster, Miami was back playing 
for the national title against top-ranked Oklahoma and its 
vaunted wishbone attack. Although the Sooners had been 
highly successful with the offense since 1970 and had 
blasted through opponents to average more than 500 
yards of total offense a game during the ’87 season, they 
couldn’t solve the Hurricane defense. 
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Miami limited Oklahoma to 255 total yards, thanks to a D 
that had an unprecedented amount of speed. Every time 
the Sooners tried to get around the corner, a fast Hurricane 
linebacker or safety was there to close the gate. Mean- 
while, Miami quarterback Steve Walsh threw for 209 yards 
and two touchdowns, one to Michael Irvin and another to 
Melvin Bratton. Kicker Greg Cox drilled a pair of field goals, 
including an Orange Bowl-record 56-yarder. 


With 0:57 to play and trailing, 20-14, Oklahoma had one 
last shot, but it couldn’t sustain a drive from its own 23, 
and Miami prevailed. After three straight bowl losses—in- 
cluding the heartbreaking Fiesta verdict—Hurricanes 
coach Jimmy Johnson was victorious. 


This one belonged to the Crimson Tide defense, which 
was fitting since so much of Alabama’s success over the 
past decades had been due to its strength on that side of 
the ball. Faced with stopping top-ranked Miami’s Heisman 
Trophy-winning QB, Gino Torretta, Tide defensive coordi- 
nator Bill Oliver devised a scheme designed to take away 
the Hurricanes’ quick passing attack. The ‘Bama cover- 
ages and defensive fronts flummoxed Torretta, and nei- 
ther he nor the ‘Canes’ coaches could figure out what was 
going on. 


Though second-ranked and undefeated, Alabama was still 
an underdog. But it built a 13-6 halftime advantage. For the 
game, the Crimson Tide rolled up 267 yards on the ground 
and had a huge time-of-possession advantage. When 
George Teague intercepted Torretta’s second pass of 
the second half—the first one was picked off, too—and 
returned it for a touchdown, the rout was on. Miami never 


QB GINO TORRETTA, MIAMI 


solved Oliver’s strategy, and the 34-13 final score was a 
resounding statement. 
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FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: RB ROYCE FREEMAN, QB MARCUS MARIOTA 


OREGON OFFENSE 


Few offenses can rival the potency and efficiency that Or- 
egon’s unit brings into the National Championship game. 
Led by Heisman Trophy winner, quarterback Marcus Mari- 
ota, the Ducks’ quick-strike, high-octane offensive attack is 
arguably the country’s best. Mariota captained an offense 
that ranked third overall in the nation in scoring offense 
(46.3 points per game) and the Honolulu, Hawai'i, native put 
together a monster season that saw the 6-4, 219-pound ju- 
nior signal caller rack up an impressive 3,783 yards passing 
to go along with 38 passing touchdowns against just two 
interceptions. Mariota also ran for an additional 669 yards 
rushing to go along with 14 touchdowns on the ground as 
he capped off one of the best individual offensive seasons 
in college football history. He only added to those num- 
bers in Oregon’s blowout victory over Florida State in the 
Rose Bowl Game, throwing for 338 yards and a pair of 
touchdowns, while also adding 62 yards on the ground and 
a rushing score. 


Freshman running back Royce Freeman was a huge factor 
out of the backfield for the Ducks as he ran for 1,299 yards 
and 16 touchdowns during the regular season, finding the 
endzone two more times against Florida State on New 
Year’s Day. Junior wide receiver Byron Marshall emerged as 
Mariota’s favorite target during the season as the San Jose, 
Calif., native pulled in 61 receptions for an impressive 814 
yards and five touchdowns. Freshman wide receiver Dev- 
on Allen hauled in 41 receptions for 684 yards and seven 
touchdowns. Wide receiver Darren Carrington, also a fresh- 


BY JOSH SHRECKENGOST 


man, had a monster performance in the Rose Bowl Game, 
catching seven passes for 165 yards and two touchdowns. 


In the end, however, Oregon’s chances of championship 
success lie with the arm and legs of Mariota, roundly con- 
sidered one of the best quarterbacks in all of college foot- 
ball. The sheer statistical volume and consistency of Mari- 
ota’s production was certainly unprecedented in the FBS 
this season. Only one other quarterback in the nation threw 
more touchdowns than Mariota—Western Kentucky’s Bran- 
don Doughty threw 44, but also ended the season with 
10 interceptions, eight more than the Ducks’ QB—while 
Mariota finished the season as the nation’s most efficient 
quarterback. One look at his season’s statistics and it is 
evident as to why Mariota was named the Johnny Unitas 
Golden Arm Award winner, which is presented annually to 
the “nation’s top quarterback who best exemplifies char- 
acter, scholastic and academic achievement,” according 
to the Johnny Unitas Golden Arm Educational Foundation 
Inc. Mariota completed 68.3 percent of his passes and was 
the highest rated quarterback in the country. He led the na- 
tion in yards per attempt (10.2) and ranked in the top 10 na- 
tionally in yards per completion (14.9), third-down passing 
conversion (48.9 percent) and touchdowns to pass attempt 
ratio (10.2 percent). Mariota’s play was a key reason that the 
Ducks finished the season on an eight-game winning streak, 
en route to a 12-1 overall record and a Pac-12 Conference 
championship, Oregon's fourth conference championship 
in the past six seasons. (: 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: CB VONN BELL, DE JOEY BOSA, CB DORAN GRANT 


The Buckeyes finished 23rd in the nation in scoring defense, 
allowing only 21.2 points per game, and are also coming off 
an impressive two game stretch, shutting out Wisconsin 
59-0 in the Big Ten Championship Game and then upsetting 
No. 1 ranked Alabama 42-35 in the College Football Playoff 
Semifinal. Melvin Gordon, the nation’s leading rusher and 
the Badgers’ Heisman Trophy Finalist, was limited to just 76 
yards on 26 carries during the Big Ten conference champi- 
onship game. The Buckeyes also finished fourth nationally 
with 21 interceptions during the regular season, including 
seven over the last four games. They added three more in- 
terceptions against Alabama quarterback Blake Sims in the 
Sugar Bowl. Ohio State’s defense is disruptive and has a 
nose for the ball, and this could give them an advantage in 
the National Championship game. 


Defensive end Joey Bosa is arguably the biggest and best 
playmaker at his position in the entire country, and Oregon 
will have a difficult task in trying to game plan to stop the 
2014 Nagurski-Woodson Big Ten Defensive Player of the 
Year. Bosa was also named the best defensive lineman in 
the conference and was awarded with first team All-Big Ten 
honors after a season in which he led the conference in 
sacks and tackles for loss. The 6-5, 280 pound sophomore 
from Fort Lauderdale, Fla., has turned himself into one of the 
most feared pass rushers in the country and is a supremely 


BY JOSH SHRECKENGOST 


disruptive force once he gets into the backfield. Bosa’s 13.5 
sacks rank fourth nationally and his 20.0 tackles for loss 
rank fifth in the country. Bosa is also just a half a sack away 
from tying the school record for QB takedowns in a season 
and is poised to break the school record in the title game. 
His four forced fumbles have led directly to 30 points for 
the Buckeyes, including two fumbles that were returned for 
touchdowns. 


The Ohio State secondary is led by a pair of big, physical 
cornerbacks in sophomore Vonn Bell (5-11, 200 pounds) and 
senior Doran Grant (5-11, 193 pounds). Bell, a native of Ross- 
vile, Ga., tied Grant for the team lead in interceptions with 
five and also tallied 78 total tackles on the season while re- 
cording 11 passes broken up in his first full year as a starter. 
Bell also added another interception against Alabama in 
the Sugar Bowl. Grant, the veteran of the secondary, en- 
ters the National Championship having played in the past 
53 games for the Buckeyes, including starting every game 
over the past two seasons. A native of Akron, Ohio, Grant 
put together a fantastic statistical season in 2014 as he re- 
corded 51 total tackles to go along with his five intercep- 
tions. He led Ohio State in interception return yardage (106 
yards) and passes defended (14) and provided veteran 
leadership to a young unit throughout the season. (¢ 
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DEFENSIVE BACK ERICK DARGAN (#4) LEADS THE DUCKS’ DEFENSE ONTO THE FIELD 


OREGON DEFENSE 


While most, if not all, of the attention paid to the Ducks this 
season has been because of Oregon's staggering offensive 
potency, lost in the shuffle is the fact that the team’s de- 
fense has come a very long way in the past two and a half 
months and its progression has made fans in the Pacific 
Northwest giddy with anticipation. On October 24, Oregon 
beat Cal 59-41 to run its record on the year to 7-1, but the 
game represented a major turning point for the team’s de- 
fense. After allowing those season-high 41 points to Cal on 
the road, the Ducks clamped down defensively for the rest 
of the season and allowed only one game of more than 20 
points as Oregon cruised to yet another Pac-12 conference 
championship. In the Rose Bowl Game, the Ducks forced 
five turnovers against the defending national champion 
Florida State Seminoles, en route to a 59-20 victory. Head 
coach Mark Helfrich’s squad tightened up the loose ends 
and battled not only opposing offenses to a standstill, but 
the perception that Oregon was merely an offensive jugger- 
naut and not an overall complete football team. 


Though Oregon’s defense finished the season allowing 22.5 
points per game, good for 29th overall in the FBS, the Ducks’ 
strong finish, particularly on the defensive side of the ball, 
allowed the team to win its final five games by a whopping 
margin of 26 points per game. In the Pac-12 conference 
championship game against then No. 8-ranked Arizona— 
the team that handed the Ducks their only loss of the season 
back on October 2nd—the defense shut down the Wildcats’ 
high-flying offense en route to a convincing 51-13 victory. 


BY JOSH SHRECKENGOST 


The win was significant for a number of reasons, specifically 
because the once overlooked Oregon defense that surren- 
dered 31 points to Arizona in that early season loss, allowed 
only two essentially meaningless scores in the second half 
once the game was well in hand in Oregon’s favor. The win 
was also a historic achievement for the Oregon defense, as 
the 224 yards it surrendered to Arizona was the fewest it had 
allowed in the past 50 games. 


Led by senior defensive backs Erick Dargan (90 total tackles 
and seven interceptions, both team highs; second-team All- 
Pac-12) and Ifo Ekpre-Olomu (first-team All-Pac 12 and final- 
ist for the Jim Thorpe Award), as well as linebackers Derrick 
Malone (81 total tackles, one sack) and Tony Washington (53 
total tackles, five sacks) and defensive lineman DeForest 
Buckner (71 tackles, four sacks), the Ducks’ defense jelled 
during those final five games of the season and played bet- 
ter than nearly any other team in the country. (Unfortunately 
for the Ducks, they will be without Ekpre-Olomu after he 
suffered a serious knee injury in mid-December.) During 
that span, only eight FBS teams allowed fewer points than 
the Ducks’ 17 points per game allowed. Oregon led the na- 
tion in points margin (30.6) and yards margin (plus-227) per 
game and their defense ranked No. 26 overall (836 yards 
per game allowed). The wins over Arizona and Florida State 
were signature moments for a unit that had come together 
over the final month of the season and has the Ducks play- 
ing at as high a level as any team in the country heading into 
the National Championship. é 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: WR DEVIN SMITH, QB CARDALE JONES, RB EZEKIEL ELLIOTT 


It is impossible to look at the Buckeyes’ offense without im- 
mediately noticing the quarterback position. Two-time Big 
Ten Player of the Year and perennial All-America candidate 
Braxton Miller went down 10 days before the season began 
with a season-ending shoulder injury. Pundits and analysts 
wrote off Ohio State’s national championship aspirations 
before a single down of football was played in the 2014 sea- 
son. In stepped J.T. Barrett, a freshman from Wichita, Texas, 
and all he did was lead the Buckeyes to an 11-1 regular sea- 
son mark and set the Big Ten record for total touchdowns 
in a season with 45 before succumbing to a broken ankle 
in the regular season finale against Michigan. While most 
teams would have crumbled at such a difficult crossroads, 
head coach Urban Meyer’s squad rallied around Cardale 
Jones in the Big Ten Championship Game against Wiscon- 
sin. The sophomore from Cleveland, Ohio, sliced and diced 
the Badgers’ defense to the tune of 12-of-17 passing for 257 
yards and three touchdowns en route to a 59-0 victory that 
catapulted Ohio State into the College Football Playoff. 
Jones played efficiently against Alabama in the Sugar Bowl, 
completing 18 of 35 passes for 243 yards and a touchdown, 
as well as rushing for an additional 43 yards. In just his first 
two collegiate starts, Jones completed — in dramatic fash- 
ion — aremarkable transformation of the quarterback posi- 
tion from the preseason through tonight’s National Champi- 
onship game. 


Assisting Jones in the backfield will be Ezekiel Elliott, the 
Buckeyes’ big, punishing running back. The 6-O, 225 pound 
sophomore bruiser from St. Louis, Mo., led Ohio State in 
rushing during the regular season with 1,402 yards and 12 
touchdowns on just 217 carries and was also a pass-catch- 


BY JOSH SHRECKENGOST 


ing threat out of the backfield, having hauled in 26 passes 
for 208 yards. Elliott was dominant against Alabama in the 
semifinal game, turning 20 carries into 230 yards and two 
touchdowns, none bigger than the 85-yarder with less than 
four minutes to go in the game. 


When he drops back to pass, Jones will most certainly be 
looking in the direction of senior wide receiver Devin Smith, 
one of college football’s most lethal deep threats. Smith av- 
eraged a whopping 26.6 yards per catch and led the Buck- 
eyes during the regular season in receiving yards (799) and 
touchdowns (11) while only tallying 30 receptions. Smith 
added two more catches of 40+ yards against Alabama, in- 
cluding a 47-yard touchdown at the start of the third quar- 
ter which gave Ohio State a 27-21 lead that they would not 
relinquish. 


Following starters Elliott and Smith, freshman running back 
Curtis Samuel and sophomore wide receiver Michael Thom- 
as will also be counted upon to make big offensive contribu- 
tions for the Buckeyes on New Year’s Day. Samuel, a 5-11 
190-pound change-of-pace back to Elliott, put up some im- 
pressive numbers on limited touches as he tallied 376 rush- 
ing yards and six touchdowns on only 56 rushing attempts. 
Thomas (43 receptions, 680 yards, eight touchdowns), a 
6-3 sophomore out of Los Angeles, Calif., was second on 
the team in every major receiving statistic behind Smith. 
The main workload for an offense which finished fourth in 
the nation in points scored (45.2 points per game) and 11th 
overall in rushing yards (260.8 yards per game) will fall on El- 
liott and Samuel, and both backs will need to be at the top of 
their games in order to protect the inexperienced Jones. ( 
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OREGON SPECIAL TEAMS BY JOSH SHRECKENGOST 


While generally an area of constant change and turnover in 
personnel, especially at the college level, special teams are 
sometimes an afterthought for championship-caliber teams 
due to the uncertainty that surrounds the kicking, punting 
and return positions. While the Cal game solidified the re- 
solve of Oregon’s defense this season, that very same con- 
test also seems to have been the breakout game for several 
of the Ducks’ biggest contributors on special teams as well. 


© SI 


During that Cal game, freshman running back Charles Nel- 
son proved his worth as Oregon’s key return man with a 
beautiful 58-yard punt return for a touchdown. Also in that 
game, freshman placekicker Aidan Schneider made his first 
career field goal and became the Ducks’ starting kicker in 
the process. 


Nelson led Oregon in both punt returns (11 attempts, 171 
yards, two touchdowns) and kickoff returns (18 attempts, 
366 yards, 20.3 YPR average) while Schneider finished the 
season strong (9/10 FG, 38/40 PAT, 65 points) including 
three big first-half field goals against Arizona early in the 
Pac-12 Conference championship game. Punter lan Wheeler 
averaged 39.1 yards on 39 punts and pinned opponents in- Wt 
side the 20-yard line nine times on the season. (: 


© SI 


PK AIDAN SCHNEIDER 


e SI 


BY JOSH SHRECKENGOST 


Wi 
In the kicking game, freshman place kicker Sean Nuernberg- 


er has struggled at times throughout the 2014 season, espe- 
cially with field goals; however, head coach Urban Meyer 
has stuck with the Buckner, Ky., native as his starting kicker. 
Nuernberger was just 11/18 on field goals during the regular 
season, but he did convert all 79 of his extra points and led 
the team in scoring with 112 total points. He also made both 
field goal attempts against Alabama in the Sugar Bowl. 


© ST 


Sophomore running back Dontre Wilson led the team in kick- 
off return yardage and was second on the squad in punt re- 
turn yardage, but will not play in the title game after breaking 
his foot in mid-November. In his stead, Jalin Marshall and Cur- 
tis Samuel will handle kick return duties. They will both look 
to secure solid field position, after Ohio State was pinned 
deep often in the Sugar Bowl by Alabama. Marshall is a dy- 
namic punt returner for the Buckeyes and returned 19 punts 
for 241 yards this season, including a 54-yard touchdown. 


Sophomore punter Cameron Johnston is the best punter in 
the Big Ten and arguably one of the best in the nation. 
A former Australian Rules Football player, Johnston aver- 
aged 44.0 yards per punt during the 2013 season and best- WH 
ed those impressive numbers this year when he averaged 
45.1 yards per punt for the Buckeyes. The Geelong, Austra- 
lia, native recorded 13 punts of 50 or more yards in 2014, 


including a season-long 73-yard boot against Wisconsin in 
PK SEAN NUERNBERGER the Big Ten title game. 


e SI 


ST 


2015 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 23 


- re 
f 


\* : 
© / \ Nr 
, x 
st “ ~ 
wi F 
a |! : 


Ocean-View Villas & Bungalow Guest Rooms | 36 Holes of Golf 


Spa | Pools | Beaches | Unique Dining Experiences | Camp Pelican™ 


Golf Packages | Preferred Program | Golf Academy 
For reservations, 866 483-6875 | PELICANHILL.COM 


A trip to Italy by way of 
Newport Beach, California. 


xs Le we 


THE RESORT AT 


, PELICAN HILL. © 


NEWPORT BEACH 


Lf 
= 
- 


15 at 


15 2a 


15 2 


15 2a 


15 2 


Ww 
cu 


20U 


With the fourth Bowl Championship Series (BCS) four-year 
term set to conclude after the 2013-14 season, the commis- 
sioners began creating a process for considering possible for- 
mats for the future. These discussions occurred during tele- 
conferences on October 4 and 12. The Presidential Oversight 
Committee members addressed the matter further in their 
in-person meeting in Denver on November 14. 


2012 


During the winter and spring, the commissioners and presi- 
dents spent countless hours evaluating the many pros and 
cons of numerous possible formats. These formats ranged 
from returning to the old bowl system with no attempt to 
match the top two teams, to continuing the BCS, to creating 
a multi-team playoff. 


The commissioners met in person on January 10 in New Or- 
leans, February 21-22 and March 26 in Dallas and several times 
by teleconference. They affirmed a commitment to protect 
college football’s regular season, the best in sports, and to 
preserve the bowl tradition and the bowl experience for stu- 
dents. Further, they focused on the realities of the academic 
calendar and options related to where the games should be 
played. They self-imposed a deadline of the summer of 2012 
to decide what changes to propose to the presidents. 


April 25 - At a meeting in Hollywood, Florida, the commis- 
sioners took both an 8-team and a 16-team playoff off the 
table. They prepared a small number of four-team options for 
discussion in the conference meetings to be held in May. 
They discussed in detail the advantages and disadvantages 
of various ways to rank or qualify teams. 


June 12-13 - The commissioners met in Chicago to report on 
the outcomes of their recent conference meetings. 


June 20 - Meeting in the Sullivan Room at the InterContinental 
hotel in downtown Chicago, the commissioners voted 
unanimously to recommend a four-team playoff for 12 years 
beginning in 2014-15, with a selection committee choosing 
the participating teams. 


June 26 - Meeting at the Dupont Circle Hotel in Washington, 
D.C., the BCS Presidential Oversight Committee members 
voted unanimously to submit legislation to the NCAA board of 
directors that would allow two institutions to participate in 
two postseason games each year—thereby officially creating 
the playoff. The presidential group adopted the format and 
policies that had been recommended by the commissioners 
June 20. The NCAA would approve the proposal in August. 


The presidents and chancellors also endorsed (1) rotating the 
semifinal games among six bowl sites and rotation of the 
championship game among neutral sites; (2) managing the 
championship game by the conferences; and (3) creating a 
selection committee that would rank the teams to play in the 
playoff, giving all the teams an equal opportunity to partici- 
pate. Among the factors the committee would be instructed 
to value were win-loss record, strength of schedule, head-to- 
head results, and whether a team is a conference champion. 


The presidents’ group also decided to (1) play the semifinals 
New Year’s Eve or New Year’s Day; (2) create “Championship 
Monday” by setting the date of the championship game on the 


first Monday in January that is six or more days after the sec- 
ond semifinal game is played; (3) establish the new format to 
cover a 12-year term, from the 2014-2015 season through the 
2025-2026 season; (4) distribute revenue from games accord- 
ing to a formula that (a) rewards conferences for success on 
the field, (b) accommodates teams’ expenses, (c) acknowl- 
edges marketplace factors, (d) rewards academic perfor- 
mance of student-athletes; and (e) eliminates the “automatic 
qualification” designation. 


September 19 - The commissioners agreed to select the host 
for the first playoff championship game only, and to choose 
future hosts later. 


November 12 - In a Denver meeting, the presidents and chan- 
cellors unanimously approved the playoff format that called 
for a stand-alone championship game and semifinals rotating 
through three contract bowls and three other bowls. 
The group also took the following actions: 


+ Adopted a revenue-distribution plan and agreed to re- 
view it after four years to determine whether the alloca- 
tions should be revised; 


« Agreed that the academic pool of revenue would be dis- 
tributed through the conferences, or processed directly 
to the independent institutions; 


+ Determined to rotate the semifinals evenly among three 
contract bowls and three host bowls over the 12 years; 


+ Guaranteed a spot in one of the bowls to highest-ranked 
champion from the Big East (later became the American 
Athletic Conference), Conference USA, Mid-American, 
Mountain West and Sun Belt conferences, as determined 
by the selection committee, when such champion does 
not qualify to play in one of the semifinals; 


* Confirmed that the media rights would cover 12 champi- 
onship games, 24 semifinals and 24 host bowls; 


* Supported the concept of not having a title sponsor for 
the championship game; 


* Decided that the Rose and Sugar Bowls would host semi- 
finals in the same year; Orange Bowl and Host 1 in the 
same year; and Host 2 and Host 3 in the same year. 


« Agreed that the champion of a contract-bowl conference 
that is displaced by the semifinals will play in one of the 
host bowls; 


* Voted to create a limited liability corporation (LLC) to 
manage the playoff, with the presidents and chancellors 
serving as the Board of Managers. 


November 14 - The Presidential Oversight Committee named 
Bill Hancock Executive Director of the new playoff. Hancock 
had been Executive Director of the BCS for three years. He had 
become BCS administrator in October 2005. 


November 18 - Michael Kelly was named Chief Operating 
Officer of the playoff. 


November 21 - The playoff group and ESPN reached an 
agreement in principle for the company to present the games 
for 12 years on an exclusive basis across ESPN platforms. The 
agreement included the national championship game and 
semifinals as well as other bowl games that would be a part of 
the rotation to host the semifinals. 


2013 


January 8 - During a meeting in Miami, the commissioners 
unanimously agreed that the playoff would launch with semi- 
finals January 1, 2015, in the Rose and Sugar Bowls. The group 
also agreed that the Orange Bowl and a yet-to-be-named 
bowl would host the semifinal games in the second year of 
the playoff. The hosts in the third year were yet to be named. 


January 14 - Hancock and Kelly opened a temporary head- 
quarters in the Conference USA suite of offices at 5201 N. 
O'Connor Blvd., in Irving, Texas. 


February 5 - Reid Sigmon was named Chief Financial Officer 
for the playoff. 


February 7 - The management committee unanimously 
agreed to implement a philanthropic program when the new 
structure begins. It also decided that the new event warranted 
a new trophy. 


March 13 - CFP Administration, LLC, a limited liability com- 
pany, was organized to manage the administrative operation 
of the College Football Playoff. Under its operating agreement, 
members of the company were the ten Football Bowl Subdivi- 
sion conferences and Notre Dame. The company would be 
governed by a board of managers, consisting of a university 
president or chancellor nominated by each member. Day- 
to-day operations of the company were to be managed by a 
management committee, consisting of the FBS commission- 
ers and Notre Dame athletics director. 


April 23 - The name “College Football Playoff” was adopted 
for the new event and was announced in a news conference 
in Pasadena. Also, the group invited fans to choose the play- 
off’s logo through an online voting process. 


April 24 - Cowboys Stadium in Arlington, Texas, was named 
to host the first national championship game of the playoff 
era. Also, the Fiesta Bowl, Cotton Bowl and Chick-fil-A Bowl 
were selected to be part of the semifinal host rotation. The 
rotation was to be: year 1 - Rose and Sugar; year 2 - Orange 
and Cotton; year 3 - Chick-fil-A and Fiesta. Also, it was agreed 
that, for the sake of consistency, the name of a bowl partici- 
pating in the arrangement should include specific wording, 
either traditional or descriptive of the local culture, in addition 
to the title soonsor’s name. 


April 25 - The management committee formulated plans for 
the selection committee, including, (1) it would be comprised 
of no more than 18 members; (2) each conference would be 
invited to nominate prospective members; (3) the manage- 
ment committee would choose the members and their terms, 
and also the chair; (4) committee members would not receive 
honoraria but would receive expense reimbursement; (5) 
members would serve three-year terms, with selected indi- 
viduals’ terms being two or four years initially until a rotation 
has been achieved; and (6) members would not be eligible for 
re-election after their terms expire. 


April 29 - Some 101,670 fans participating in an online ballot 
chose the “gold football” logo for the playoff. It received 38 
percent of the vote, compared with 25 percent, 24 percent 
and 13 percent for the other three candidates. 


May 7 - The board agreed to locate the playoff’s headquar- 
ters at The Summit building in the Las Colinas area of Irving, 
Texas, 545 East John Carpenter Freeway. The office would 
open August 5. 


June 18 - The management committee decided several mat- 
ters related to the selection committee, including: (1) mem- 
bers would fall into one of five classifications, including sitting 
athletics directors, and persons with experience as coaches, 
student-athletes, administrators and journalists; (2) persons 
currently working for media agencies, or serving as com- 
mentators in any media, are not eligible to serve; (3) five slots 
would go to athletics directors from the ACC, Big Ten, Big 12, 
SEC and Pac-12; (4) each nominee for the committee must be 
approved by unanimous consent of the management com- 
mittee; and (5) committee members would not be expected 
to attend games in person and the playoff group would not 
reimburse expenses for those who do attend games. 


October 16 - Membership of the first selection committee 
was announced in a news conference at the playoff head- 
quarters in Irving, Texas. The 13 members were Barry Alvarez, 
athletics director, Wisconsin; Mike Gould, former superin- 
tendent, Air Force Academy; Pat Haden, athletics director, 
Southern California; Tom Jernstedt, former NCAA executive 
vice president; Jeff Long (chair), vice chancellor and athletics 
director, Arkansas; Oliver Luck, athletics director, West Virgin- 
ia; Archie Manning, former student-athlete, Mississippi; Tom 
Osborne, former athletics director and coach, Nebraska; Dan 
Radakovich, athletics director, Clemson; Condoleezza Rice, 
former provost, Stanford; Mike Tranghese, former commis- 
sioner, Big East Conference; Steve Wieberg, former journalist, 
USA Today; Tyrone Willingham, former head coach, Stanford, 
Notre Dame and Washington. 


November 10 - The board of managers authorized creation of 
the CFP Foundation. 


November 11 - The selection committee met for the first time, 
at the Marriott Wardman Park in Washington, D.C. The mem- 
bers reviewed the proposed protocol and conducted an exer- 
cise on assigning teams to bowl sites. 


December 16 - Arizona and Tampa Bay were named to host 
the College Football Playoff national championship games in 
2016 and 2017, respectively. 


2014 


January 6 - The playoff group honored former Southeastern 
Conference commissioner Roy Kramer during pregame festivi- 
ties at the final BCS national championship game in Pasadena. 


January 13 - Applications for the first College Football Playoff 
random ticket drawing were being accepted. Fans could 
apply for tickets to attend the championship game January 12, 
2015. 


April 30 - It was determined that the selection committee 
would compile rankings seven times during the season, in- 
cluding selection Sunday. The rankings were to be announced 
Tuesday evenings beginning October 28. Also, the commit- 
tee’s recusal policy and voting procedures were announced. 


May 1 - The group formally launched its philanthropic initia- 
tive, Extra Yard for Teachers, to honor and support teachers 
nationally and in the communities that host the College Foot- 
ball Playoff National Championship. 


July 14 - The new College Football Playoff National Champi- 
onship Trophy was unveiled. 
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The design features a 
focused football at the 
center of the base that rises 
to form an actual-size ball. 
The trophy and base are 
two integral but separate 
pieces, so the trophy may 
be lifted up independently 
when it is awarded at the 
championship game. 
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THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY 


The College Football Playoff National Championship 
Trophy is the ultimate goal of college football teams 
across the United States. It will be presented on-field 
to the winner of the College Football Playoff National 
Championship on January 12, 2015. 


An ascending virtual football, the trophy’s handcrafted 
gold brackets surround a hardened steel core. The 
trophy was created to be raised in celebration of the 
highest level of team achievement in college football. 


Designed by Pentagram, the trophy was commissioned 
for the new playoff era. The design features a focused 
football at the center of the base that rises to form 

an actual-size ball. Standing at a total height of three 
feet and weighing 23 pounds, the trophy and base are 
two integral but separate pieces, so the trophy may be 
lifted up independently when it is awarded at the 
championship game. 


The trophy is handcrafted by the master fine art 
foundry Polich Tallix. Expert craftsmen worked for 
three months, combining cutting edge technologies 
with timeless metal casting and finishing techniques to 
create the trophy. 


Handmade from 24k gold, bronze, and stainless steel, 
the trophy is 26.5 inches tall. The base is formed from 
bronze with a hand-rubbed black patina finish and is 
12 inches high. 


Big State: Big Taste. 
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MEXICAN TORTILLA From the Kitchen of 

BREAKFAST CASSEROLE Johnsonville® Sausage 

2 packages (12 ounces each) JOHNSONVILLE® 1 cup (4 ounces) shredded pepper jack cheese 
Original Breakfast Sausage Links Ye cup chopped green onion 

1 cup chopped onion Yacup chopped fresh cilantro 

Ye cup chopped red bell pepper 4 cups coarsely crushed tortilla chips, divided 

1 tablespoon olive oil 10 eggs 

4 garlic cloves, minced 2-1/2 cups milk 

2 teaspoons chili powder Ye teaspoon salt 

2 cans (4 ounces each) diced mild green chilies —_ 1% teaspoon hot pepper sauce 

2 cups (8 ounces) shredded Cheddar cheese 


Preheat oven to 350°F. Cook sausage according to package directions; cut into small pieces and set 
aside. In a skillet, sauté onion and bell pepper in oil until almost tender. Stir in garlic and chili powder; 
cook 1 minute longer. Stir in the sausage and chilies; set aside. In a bowl, combine the Cheddar cheese, 
pepper jack cheese, green onion and cilantro. 


Arrange one-third of the tortilla chips over the bottom of a greased 13-in. x 9-in. baking dish. Layer with 
half of the sausage mixture and half of the cheese mixture; repeat layers. In a bowl, whisk the eggs, 
milk, salt and hot pepper sauce; pour over casserole. Sprinkle with the remaining tortilla chips. 


Bake, uncovered, for 45-50 minutes or until a knife inserted in the center comes out clean. 
For this recipe and more, go to JohnsonvilleKitchens.com 


PRESENTED BY DR. PEPPER 


2 


gore ke 
G | eae ah mabe iS 
VSL fir weee ety ied = 
= 
= 
wv 


ye ST 


USC VS. STANFORD TENNESSEE VS. OKLAHOMA MISSISSIPPI STATE VS. LSU 


ye ST 


TENNESSEE VS. GEORGIA UTAH STATE VS. BYU 


4 
= 
gl 
[V 
yd 


Je ST 


ye ST 


ST 


OLE MISS VS. ALABAMA| VANDERBILT VS. MISSISSIPPI STATE AUBURN VS. ALABAMA NAVY VS. ARMY 


pv arable 


~ 


: { a ’ 
hi t C 0 m *Internet Connettion Required to access downloadable content. " 
g r Expires 12/31/2024 eee 


Sarw. barsanee khamkai 


BATMAN: ARKHAM KNIGHT Software © 2014 wanes Entertainment Inc. Developed by none Studios. 


‘Gote BATMAN and all characters, their distinctive likenesses, and related elements are trademarks of aa cS 
DC Comics © 2014. All Rights Reserved. ps rocksteady 


Online Interactions pc 
© — NotRated by the ESRB WB GAMES LOGO, WB SHIELD: TM’& © Warner Bros: Entertainment inc. (314) é' Comics” 
; | 


GOVERNANCE 


CFP Administration, LLC was formed to manage the administrative operations of the College Football Playoff. Members of WH 
the company are the 10 Football Bowl Subdivision conferences (American Athletic, Atlantic Coast, Big Ten, Big 12, Confer- 
ence USA, Mid-American, Mountain West, Pac-12, Southeastern and Sun Belt) and the University of Notre Dame. 


(11 UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS OR CHANCELLORS) 


The company’s business, property and affairs are governed by the board. The board develops, reviews and approves an- 
nual budgets, policies and operating guidelines. It also appoints and removes officers of the company. It has authority of 
overall aspects of the company’s operations. Wt 
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ANTHONY FRANK 
PRESIDENT, COLORADO STATE 
UNIVERSITY (MOUNTAIN WEST) 


JACK HAWKINS 
CHANCELLOR, TROY UNIVERSITY 
(SUN BELT) 


REV. JOHN JENKINS 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
NOTRE DAME (INDEPENDENT) 


RODNEY BENNETT 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY 
OF SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
(C-USA) 
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BERNIE MACHEN 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
FLORIDA (SEC) 


Mb. 
BILL POWERS 


PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY 
OF TEXAS (BIG 12) 


RODERICK MCDAVIS 
PRESIDENT, OHIO UNIVERSITY 
(MAC) 


DONNA E. SHALALA 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY 
OF MIAMI (ACC) 


MAX NIKIAS 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 
(PAC-12) 


HARVEY PERLMAN (CHAIR) 
CHANCELLOR, UNIVERSITY 
OF NEBRASKA (BIG TEN) 


STEADMAN UPHAM 
PRESIDENT, UNIVERSITY OF 
TULSA (AMERICAN ATHLETIC) 
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(10 CONFERENCE COMMISSIONERS AND NOTRE DAME ATHLETICS DIRECTOR) 


This committee manages day-to-day operations of the company. It has authority over those aspects of the company’s op- 
erations that are not reserved exclusively for the board, but all of its decisions are subject to review by the board. 
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MIKE ARESCO BRITTON BANOWSKY KARL BENSON BOB BOWLSBY 
COMMISSIONER COMMISSIONER (C-USA) COMMISSIONER (SUN BELT) COMMISSIONER [BIG 12) 
(AMERICAN ATHLETIC) 
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JIM DELANY LARRY SCOTT MIKE SLIVE JON STEINBRECHER 
COMMISSIONER (BIG TEN) COMMISSIONER [PAC-12) COMMISSIONER (SEC) COMMISSIONER (MAC) 


JACK SWARBRICK JOHN SWOFFORD CRAIG THOMPSON 
ATHLETICS DIRECTOR COMMISSIONER (ACC) COMMISSIONER 
(NOTRE DAME) (MOUNTAIN WEST) 
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ia 


(SERVING AT THE DIRECTION OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS) 


The company president, Bill Hancock, and secretary, Michael Kelly, carry out the day-to-day operations of the company. 
Hancock’s and Kelly’s formal titles are Executive Director and Chief Operating Officer, respectively, of the College Foot- 
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ATHLETICS DIRECTORS ADVISORY GROUP 


The management committee has appointed the athletics directors group to offer counsel on operational matters pertain- 
ing directly to the participating institutions. The athletics directors group is advisory only and does not have any authority 


: : . TT 
in managing the company’s affairs. 


GARY BARTA 
Athletics Director, University of lowa (Big Ten) 


TOM BOWEN 
Athletics Director, University of Memphis (American Athletic) 
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TOM BURMAN 
Athletics Director, University of Wyoming (Mountain West) 


JOE CASTIGLIONE 
Athletics Director, University of Oklahoma (Big 12) 


JEREMY FOLEY 
Athletics Director, University of Florida (SEC) 
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DAN GUERRERO 
Athletics Director, University of California, Los Angeles (Pac-12) 


CHRIS MASSARO 
Athletics Director, Middle Tennessee State (C-USA) 
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TERRY MOHAJIR 
Athletics Director, Arkansas State University (Sun Belt) 


MIKE O'BRIEN 
Athletics Director, University of Toledo (MAC) 


STAN WILCOX 
Athletics Director, Florida State University (ACC) 
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Standing (left to right) Wl 


Director of Athletics, West Virginia University 


Director of Athletics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 


Former University of Mississippi Quarterback and All-Pro NFL Quarterback 
* On health-related leave of absence for the 2014 regular season. 
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Director of Athletics, Clemson University 


Former NCAA Executive Vice President 


Former Head Coach and Director of Athletics, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
Seated (left to right) 
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Former Superintendent of the United States Air Force Academy 
TT 
Director of Athletics, University of Southern California 


Stanford University professor, former Stanford Provost and former United States Secretary of State 


Vice Chancellor and Director of Athletics, University of Arkansas-Fayetteville 
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Former Commissioner of the Big East Conference 
Wi 


Former Head Coach of Three FBS Institutions 
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Former College Football Reporter, USA Today 
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FREQUENCY OF RANKINGS 


Selection Committee members met weekly, in person, 
on Mondays and Tuesdays to produce rankings. The 
committee issued its first rankings Tuesday, October 28, 
after the completion of the ninth week of the regular 
season. The committee released its rankings on ESPN each 
Tuesday evening beginning October 28 and continuing for 
the next six weeks leading up to Selection Day on Sunday, 
December 7. 


DATA 


Selection Committee members had a wealth of information 
including review of video, statistics and their own expertise 
to guide them in their deliberations. They emphasized 
obvious factors like win-loss records, strength of schedule, 
conference championships won, head-to-head results and 
results against common opponents. The playoff group 
has retained SportSource Analytics to provide the data 
platform for the committee’s use. The platform allowed 
the committee members to compare and contrast every 
team on every level possible. 


It should be noted that the committee did not use a single 
data point such as the Ratings Percentage Index (RPI) that 
is used for NCAA championships. 


2014-15 SEMIFINAL PAIRINGS 


PLAYOFF 
SEMIFINAL 
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PowerShares QQQ 


NASDAQ 


109 = Invests in 100 of the world's most innovative companies 


= Established 15-year track record 


PowerShares QQQ was incepted on March 10, 1999 
and is based on the Nasdaq-100 Index® The Index 
includes 100 of the largest domestic and international 
nonfinancial companies listed on the Nasdaq Stock 
Market based on market capitalization. 


There are risks involved with investing in 
Exchange-Traded Funds (ETFs) including possible loss 
of money. The funds are not actively managed and 
are subject to risks similar to stocks, including those 
related to short selling and margin maintenance. 
Ordinary brokerage commissions apply. 


= Provides visibility of holdings throughout the day 


Shares are not FDIC insured, may lose value and have 
no bank guarantee. 


Shares are not individually redeemable and owners of 
the shares may acquire those shares from the Funds 
and tender those shares for redemption to the funds 
in Creation Unit aggregations only, typically consisting 
of 50,000 shares. 


ALPS Distributors, Inc. is the distributor for 
PowerShares QQQ which is a unit investment trust. 
Invesco PowerShares Capital Management LLC is not 
affiliated with ALPS Distributors, Inc. 


DOWEFSHARES: 


An investor should consider the 
Fund's Investment objective, risks, 
charges and expenses carefully before 
investing. To obtain a prospectus, 
which contains this and other 
information about the QQQ, a unit 
investment trust, please contact your 
broker, call 800.983.0903 or visit 
www.invescopowershares.com. Please 
read the prospectus carefully before 
investing. 


pwr.sh/QQQ | ¥f @PowerShares 


IDUCING THE WORLD'S 
EST AND LIGHTEST 


The new EOS Rebel SL] digital SLR. It's approximately 25% smaller and 28% lighter** yet 
still delivers the amazing image quality you'd expect from a Canon EOS Rebel. Plus, 
with new built-in photo effect filters, you can now take your imagination with you. 
Learn more at imagination.usa.canon.com. 


eosResetsu | Canon 


©2013 Canon U.S.A., Inc. All rights reserved. Canon, EOS, and Rebel are registered trademarks of Canon Inc. Image and effects simulated. Proportions accurate. 
*Among digital SLR cameras which use APS-C size equivalent sensors. As of March 1, 2013. ** Compared to the EOS Rebel T4i digital SLR camera, 
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Playoff Premium 
packages 

for the 2016 
College Football 
Playoff National 
Championship 
will be available 
soon! Begin 
making plans 
for your trip to 
Arizona today. 


mn) Playoff Premium offers a variety 
of packages, with or without 
hotel accommodations, at 
various price ranges and seating 
locations. You're sure to find the 
perfect fit for your group. Suite 
packages are also available. 


cio 


For more information on Playoff Premium Packages, 


e-mail premium@collegefootballplayoff.com or call 469-262-5218 


RANKINGS AT A GLANCE 
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1. MississippiState 7-O | 8 Michigan State 7-1 | 15 Nebraska 7-1 | 22 UCLA 6-2 
ali 2 Florida State 7-0 9 Kansas State 6-1 | 16 Ohio State 6-1 | 23 East Carolina 6-1 

3 Auburn 6-1. 10 Notre Dame 6-1 17. Utah 6-1 | 24 Duke 6-1 

4 Mississippi 7-1 | 11. Georgia 6-1. 18 Oklahoma 5-2 25 Louisville 6-2 

5 Oregon 7-1 12. Arizona 6-1 19 LSU 7-2 

6 Alabama 7-1_| 13 Baylor 6-1 | 20 West Virginia 6-2 

7 TCU 6-1 | 14 Arizona State 6-1 | 21 Clemson 6-2 
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WR DE’RUNNYA WILSON, MISSISSIPPI STATE 
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1 Mississippi State 8-0 | 14 Ohio State 7-1 
2 Florida State 8-0 15 Oklahoma 6-2 
3 Auburn 7-1 | 16 LSU 7-2 
4 Oregon 8-1 17 Utah 6-2 
5 Alabama 7-1 | 18 UCLA 7-2 
6 TCU 7-1 | 19 Arizona 6-2 
7 Kansas State 7-1. 20 Georgia 6-2 
p=] 8 Michigan State 7-1 | 21. Clemson 6-2 
9 Arizona State 7-1. 22 Duke 7-1 
ae 10 Notre Dame 7-1 | 23 West Virginia 6-3 
11 Mississippi 7-2 | 24 Georgia Tech 7-2 . Se 
A 12 Baylor 7-1 25 Wisconsin 6-2 THE OREGON DUCK CELEBRATES WIN OVER STANFORD 
13 Nebraska 8-1 
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QB TREVONE BOYKIN, TCU 


Alabama 
Oregon 
Florida State 
Mississippi State 
TCU 

Ohio State 
Baylor 
Mississippi 
UCLA 

Georgia 
Michigan State 
Kansas State 
Arizona State 


9-1 
9-1 
10-0 
9-1 
9-1 


14 Auburn 

15 Arizona 

16 Wisconsin 
17. Utah 

18 Georgia Tech 


7-3 
8-2 
8-2 
7-3 
9-2 


19 Southern California 7-3 


20 Missouri 
21 Oklahoma 
22 Clemson 
23 Nebraska 
24 Louisville 
25 Minnesota 
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8-2 
7-3 
7-3 
8-2 
7-3 
7-3 


WR RASHAD GREENE, FLORIDA STATE 
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Mississippi State 
Oregon 
Florida State 
TCU 

Alabama 
Arizona State 
Baylor 

Ohio State 
Auburn 
Mississippi 
UCLA 
Michigan State 
Kansas State 


Arizona 
Georgia 
Nebraska 
LSU 

Notre Dame 
Clemson 
Wisconsin 
Duke 
Georgia Tech 
Utah 

Texas A&M 
Minnesota 


RB T.J. YELDON, ALABAMA 


Alabama 10-1 | 14 Wisconsin 
Oregon 10-1 | 15 Auburn 
Florida State 11-O 16 Georgia Tech 
Mississippi State 10-1 | 17 Missouri 
TCU 9-1 | 18 Minnesota 
Ohio State 10-1 | 19 Mississippi 
Baylor 9-1 | 20 Oklahoma 
UCLA 9-2. 21 Clemson 
Georgia 9-2 | 22 Louisville 
Michigan State 9-2 | 23 Boise State 
Arizona 9-2 24 Marshall 
Kansas State 8-2 | 25 Utah 
Arizona State 9-2 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
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RANKINGS AT A GLANCE 


1S 


1 Alabama 11-1 | 14 Georgia 9-3 

2 Oregon 11-1 | 15 UCLA 9-3 

HHT 3 TCU 10-1 16 Missouri 10-2 

4 Florida State 12-0 17 Arizona State 9-3 

Qj 5 Ohio State 11-1 18 Clemson 9-3 

6 Baylor 10-1 | 19 Auburn 8-4 

7 Arizona 10-2. 20 Oklahoma 8-3 

8 Michigan State 10-2 | 21 Louisville 9-3 

9 Kansas State 9-2 22 Boise State 10-2 

10 Mississippi State 10-2 23 Utah 8-4 

11. Georgia Tech 10-2 | 24 LSU 8-4 

| 12 Mississippi 9-3 25 Southern California 8-4 
13 Wisconsin 10-2 
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URBAN MEYER AND OHIO STATE CELEBRATE THEIR VICTORY 
OVER WISCONSIN IN THE BIG TEN CHAMPIONSHIP 


15 2 


1 Alabama 12-1. 14 UCLA 9-3 

2 Oregon 12-1 | 15 Arizona State 9-3 

3 Florida State 13-O | 16 Missouri 10-3 

4 Ohio State 12-1 | 17. Clemson 9-3 

5 Baylor 11-1. | 18 Wisconsin 10-3 

6 TCU 11-1. | 19 Auburn 8-4 

7 Mississippi State 10-2 | 20 Boise State 11-2 

= 8 Michigan State 10-2 21 Louisville 9-3 

9 Mississippi 9-3 22 Utah 8-4 

was 10 Arizona 10-3 | 23 LSU 8-4 

11 Kansas State 9-3 24 Southern California 8-4 

Qj OLE MISS UPSETS MISSISSIPPI STATE 12 Georgia Tech 10-3 25 Minnesota 8-4 
13 Georgia 9-3 
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OFFICIAL SPONSORS OF THE 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 


@ Sate @® CapitalOne 


Allstate. 


GOODSYEAR & Ve A ree 


EVENT PERFORMERS 


CMTS OLTIMATE 
KICKOFF TART 7 


LIVE FROM PLAYOFF FAN CEN 


JANUARY 9, 2015 » KAY BAILEY HUTCHISON CONVENTION CENTER 
#CMTKICKOFFPARTY 


From his first No. 1 smash, “Should’ve Been a Cowboy,” to his latest release Drinks 
After Work, Toby Keith has been one of the most consistent self-directed hit makers of 
his era. From one of his previous collections, “Red Solo Cup,” has become the most 
remarkable and commercially successful country single in recent memory with a vi- 
ral video with more than 30 million views while having topped the top downloaded 
country songs charts. He has been honored by the Nashville Songwriters Association 
International with its Songwriter/Artist of the Decade distinction, is a three-time BMI 
Country Songwriter/Artist of the Year and was named the American Country Awards’ 
Artist of the Decade. His albums have sold more than 38 million copies, ranking him 
among the top-selling all-genre artists on Billboard’s Top 200 Artists of the Decade. 
Keith is also Billboard’s No. 1 Country Artist of the Decade and No. 1 Country Songwriter 
of the Decade. These, among other endeavors, have earned Keith annual recognition 
from Forbes as one of the very top-earning entertainer/musicians in the world. 


CMA New Artist of the Year Brett Eldredge has always been drawn to singers, a 
fact that should come as no surprise to anyone who’s heard the Illinois native’s 
soulful, distinctive baritone. With a Country Music Association Award, Acade- 
my of Country Music Awards nominations, and back-to-back No. 1 singles with 
“Don’t Ya” and “Beat of the Music,” Eldredge is finally getting the chance to 
share a story of his own. His debut album, Bring You Back, has garnered rave 
reviews from critics and fans alike with People Magazine recently citing him as 
the only country artist in their “Ones To Watch” issue. His current single, “Mean 
To Me,” is quickly climbing the charts. He’s co-writer on 10 of the album’s 12 
songs, including “Don't Ya,” “Beat of The Music,” and “Mean To Me.” His writ- 
ing chops are also gaining recognition with the hit TV show Nashville using the 
Eldredge-penned song “Adios Old Friend;” country star Trace Adkins cut his 
song “Watch the World End” (feat. Colbie Caillat); and the Country Music As- 
sociation featured him in their esteemed songwriters series in New York City. 
Eldredge opened 19 dates on Taylor Swift’s The RED Tour and he is now on tour 
with CMA Awards winner Little Big Town. 


Big & Rich is comprised of Big Kenny and The Celebrity Ap- 
prentice winner John Rich. The multi-platinum hit duo have 
garnered multiple GRAMMY, ACM, CMA and CMT Music 
Award nominations and were nominated as the 2014 ACM 
Vocal Duo of the Year. Their current single “Look at You,” 
which is racing up the charts, is from their newly released 
studio album, Gravity. The country superstars’ first studio 
album, Horse of a Different Color, includes their hit infec- 
B tious single, “Save a Horse (Ride a Cowboy).” Other hits in- 
4 clude, “Comin’ to Your City,” “8th of November” and their 
No. 1 hit “Lost in this Moment.” “Comin’ to Your City” is 
nearing a decade as the theme song for ESPN’s College 
GameDay show. 
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THE NEW 
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BREW A CUP. BREW A CARAFE. 


The perfect brew for you... 
and visitors»too. 


250+ Varieties. 
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Seven-time GRAMMY winning group Lady Antebellum recently released nT) 
their fifth studio album, 747. The 11-song disc has already spawned the plati- 
num certified multi-week chart-topping smash hit “Bartender,” and its new 
single “Freestyle” is quickly climbing the charts. The new album follows 
over 11 million albums sold worldwide, nine trips to No. 1 on the country 
radio charts, six platinum singles and “Vocal Group of the Year” honors 
from both the CMA and ACM's three years in a row. Lady A just wrapped 
their headlining TAKE ME DOWNTOWN TOUR, which hit 80 cities in Canada 
and the US over the course of the year and delighted both fans and critics, 
with the Dallas Morning News declaring, “Lady Antebellum shows off its 
warranted leap to superstardom.” 


© SI 


Lady Antebellum is also performing the National Anthem before ae 


kick-off of tonight's game. 


Jake Owen has ascended to stardom with five No. 1 smashes - the 2X platinum anthem 
“Barefoot Blue Jean Night,” platinum-certified hits “Beachin’,” “Alone with You” and “Any- 
where with You,” along with the GOLD-certified “The One That Got Away.” Known for his 
thrilling performances and laid-back style of country, Owen showcases a much different 
side on his emotionally charged new single “What We Ain’t Got.” Produced by Joey Moi, 
his latest album Days of Gold (RCA Nashville) is the follow up to the Gold-certified, chart- 
topping Barefoot Blue Jean Night, which has sold well over five million tracks to date. 
Previously taking home ACA and ACM Awards, the Vero Beach, Florida, native has also 
earned GRAMMY and Teen Choice Awards nominations. Just off the road from his major 
nationwide headline DAYS OF GOLD TOUR 2014, Owen will bring his signature show to 
Kenny Chesney’s 2015 THE BIG REVIVAL TOUR. 
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From his debut album It Goes Like This (The Valory Music Co.), Thomas Rhett’s latest 
release “Make Me Wanna” is full of swagger and already Top 20 and ascending on WH 
country radio. The Georgia native first landed at the top of the Country charts with 
the Platinum-certified “It Goes Like This,” which had a three-week run on the Bill- 
board Country Singles chart and tied the record Miranda Lambert set with “The 
House That Built Me.” His debut album also produced the Platinum-certified No. 1 
smash “Get Me Some of That.” Thomas Rhett will hit the road next year with Flor- 
ida Georgia Line on the ANYTHING GOES TOUR. In addition to two recent nods 
for FOX’s first-ever American Country Countdown Awards, including the fan-voted 
Breakthrough Artist of the Year, Thomas Rhett has been nominated for ACM and 
CMA Awards. 
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The fastest rising female act in eight years, Maddie & Tae shimmer, boldly intro- 
ducing their Dot Records’ debut single “Girl In A Country Song” with a No.1 on 
country radio and gold certification for sales exceeding 500,000 digital down- 
loads. They are only the third new female duo to peak their debut single at 
No.1 in the history of the Billboard Country Singles chart. The two songstresses 
penned all four songs on their self-titled EP, which debuted at No. 1 on Billboard’s 
New Artist Heatseekers chart. Rolling Stone asserts, “no country single has been 
a hotter topic this year” and named the daring pair to its 10 New Artists You 
Need to Know. Maddie & Tae have made national television appearances on the 
Late Show with David Letterman and Today, where host Hoda Kotb dubbed them 
“the Darlings of Nashville.” The duo’s Grand Ole Opry debut earned kudos from 
Opry member Brad Paisley and they were recently selected as one of CMT’s 
Next Women of Country. 
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ATET (“PLAYOFF 
FLAYLIST Live! 


JANUARY 10 & 11, 2015 » AMERICAN AIRLINES CENTER 
#PLAYLISTLIVE 
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WH 
Kravitz has transcended genre, style, race and class into a 


20-year musical career, one which revels in the rich influ- 
ences of ‘60s and ’70Os soul, rock and funk. The artist recent- 
ly debuted his 10th acclaimed studio album, Strut. Kravitz is 
currently hitting the road as part of an extensive world tour, 
performing songs from Strut as well as from a distinguished 
career that has made him one of the most distinctive and 
successful recording artists of today. Kravitz’s talents as a 
writer, producer and multi-instrumentalist have resonated 
through nine studio albums into a timeless catalog. He has 
WH won four consecutive GRAMMY Awards (1999, 2000, 2001 
and 2002), setting a record for the most wins in the “Best 
Male Rock Vocal Performance” category. Lenny Kravitz’s 
appeal has also been recognized by his peers; his collab- 
orative efforts are as varied as his own influences, having 
worked with Madonna, Slash, Aerosmith, Jay-Z, N.E.R.D., 
Mick Jagger, P. Diddy and Alicia Keys. Having sold over 38 
million albums worldwide, Lenny Kravitz’s musical success 
has afforded him many opportunities to fulfill his creative 
vision beyond the recording industry. 
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A 16-time GRAMMY Award winner, Sting’s accolades include 
two Brits, a Golden Globe, an Emmy, three Oscar nominations, 
Billboard Magazine’s Century Award, and MusiCares 2004 Per- 
son of the Year. He is also a member of the Rock and Roll Hall of 
Fame and Songwriters Hall of Fame. Throughout his enduring 
career, he has sold close to 100 million albums from his com- 
bined work with The Police and as a solo artist. The Last Ship, 
his fourteenth solo album, is inspired by his memories of the 
shipbuilding community of Wallsend in the North East of Eng- 
land where he was born and raised. A new play of the same 
name, with music and lyrics by Sting and book by John Logan 
and Brian Yorkey, recently debuted on Broadway and was her- 
alded by the Associated Press as “thrilling with powerful per- 
formances, outstanding songs, and real heart.” In December, 
Sting received the Kennedy Center Honors, one of the most 
prestigious cultural prizes in the United States. 
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LA-based alternative pop band Echosmith had a breakout 
year in 2014, with the success of their debut aloum Talking 
WH Dreams and hit single “Cool Kids” propelling them into the 
spotlight. Both MTV and VH1 have taken notice and named 
the band an MTV “Artist to Watch” and VH1 “You Oughta 
Know” artist for the year. “Cool Kids” continued to explode, 
charting in the Top 5 at Hot AC, Top 10 at Top 40, and in 
the Top 10 of the iTunes singles chart. Echosmith has also 
been all over TV, from Conan to The Today Show and Ellen. 
The Sierota siblings - Jamie, Sydney, Noah and Graham - 
have developed a distinctive melody minded, New Wave- 
influenced sound that has earned them rave reviews. Roll- 
ing Stone loves their “teenage daydreams inspired by new 
mH wave angst and California sunshine.” ELLE.com has declared 
“Cool Kids” an “ageless anthem,” while Esquire attests, “Rest 
assured, this is a group you’re going to be hearing about for 
along time. Echosmith is the real deal, and so, a rarity.” 


sea 


Since the release of their debut album, The Bomb Shelter 
Sessions, Los Angeles-based band Vintage Trouble has 
gone from playing intimate hometown clubs to open- 
ing for The Rolling Stones in London’s Hyde Park, tour- 
ing North America and Europe with The Who and playing 
sold-out headline shows worldwide. “Like an M-80, Vin- 
tage Trouble lands with a hiss and then blows apart what’s 
come to define modern soul, blues and rock,” observed 
Paste Magazine, while Yahoo! Music said, “imagine James 
Brown singing lead for Led Zeppelin and you'll get an 
idea of Vintage Trouble’s muscular, in the pocket sound.” 
The band has performed on such television shows as Late 
Show with David Letterman, The Tonight Show with Jay 
Leno (four times, including Leno’s second-to-last show), 
Conan, Jimmy Kimmel Live and Later...with Jools Holland. 
They have also been seen and heard in a national Honda 
commercial that featured the band performing the song 
“Today Is Pretty Great.” 
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Singer, songwriter and actress Keri Hilson has made a name for herself over 
the past two decades, earning two GRAMMY Award nominations throughout 
her career. Starting in the mid-2000s, Hilson was a member of the songwrit- 
ing and production team responsible for writing Mary J. Blige’s “Take Me as 
| Am” (2006), Omarion’s “Ice Box” (2006), Ciara’s “Like a Boy” (2006), The 
Pussycat Dolls’ “Wait a Minute” (2007) and Britney Spears’ “Gimme More” 
(2007). In 2006, Hilson signed a recording contract with Timbaland’s label, 
Mosley Music. She released her debut studio album, In a Perfect World... in 
March 2009, which peaked at No. 4 on the Billboard 200 Albums chart. The 
album, featuring hit singles “Knock You Down” and “Turnin Me On,” reached 
No. 1 0n the U.S. Top R&B/Hip-Hop Albums chart. Her second studio album, 
No Boys Allowed, was released in December 2010. The album debuted at 
No. 11 on the Billboard 200. As a guest vocalist, Hilson has been featured on 
WH numerous singles by other recording artists, including Timbaland's hit single 
“The Way | Are.” 
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Zac Brown Band performed for over 1.1 million fans in 2014 and just 
wrapped the GREAT AMERICAN ROAD TRIP tour, which included a 
sold-out, two-night stand at Fenway Park without any sup- 
port acts - a feat only accomplished by four other bands (Bruce 
Springsteen and the E Street Band, Jimmy Buffett & The Coral 
Reefer Band, The Police and The Rolling Stones) and a perfor- 
mance at Wrigley Field. Their latest album, The Grohl Sessions 
Vol. 1, is out now on Southern Ground and features a 45-min- 
ute film by Southern Reel on the making of the album. Their first- 
ever career anthology, Greatest Hits So Far... debuted November WH 
10. On and off the road, Zac Brown Band is a supporter of Zac’s 
passion project Camp Southern Ground - a non-profit camp in 
Georgia that will serve children ages 7-17 with both typical and 
special needs. Inspired by Zac’s experience as a camp counselor, the state-of-the-art facility will be a place for chil- 
dren and their families to learn healthy life skills. Zac has long recognized the necessity for every child to have access 
to the best resources to grow and succeed. 
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“America the Beautiful” 


With “Wake Me Up”—the 2013 mega-hit he sang and co-wrote for Swedish DJ Avicii and saw 
climb to No. 1 in over 100 countries across the globe—GRAMMY nominated, Aloe Blacc, 
proved himself a singer/songwriter with an irresistible power to capture the complexities of 
human emotion. Now with his third solo album, Lift Your Spirit (Blacc’s major-label full- 
length debut, released by XIX Recordings/Interscope Records), the rapper-turned-singer 
pushes further into a folk/soul/pop fusion that’s both undeniably joyful and eye-opening in 
message. Adding an of-the-moment twist to the music of legends like Sly Stone and Ste- 
vie Wonder, Lift Your Spirit is built on songs that pair Blacc’s poetic yet incisive lyrics with 
huge hooks and relentless feel-good grooves. With “Wake Me Up” having sold more than 
2,867,000 copies in the U.S., Blacc notes that one of his main ambitions is to use his surging 
popularity to affect social change while continuing to infuse his music with a mindful posi- 
tivity. “What it comes down to in my songwriting is trying to tell the story of the underdog 
and all the obstacles they have to overcome in this life,” says Blacc of the songs that make 
up Lift Your Spirit and his overall body of work. 
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“The National Anthem” 
Learn more about Lady Antebellum on page 49. 


*The artists listed were confirmed as of the program publication date. For more information about our game week events and performers, 
visit: www.collegefootballplayoff.com 
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More than 


football 
paradise. 


Yes, this place is football bliss. It’s 

also an arboretum. And, it’s a land of 

discovery filled with research labs 
Mar ange sy for learning and teaching. 


a Ri 


Ever heard of CAMCOR? It’s a huge 
underground laboratory here. Part mad 
scientist lair, part futuristic playground, 
it's filled with big machines, world-class 
researchers, and enterprising students. 
We're studying amazing things here, 
like nanodiamonds and stardust. It’s 
one of the many reasons we're among 
the nation’s top research universities, 
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In the heart of our ecosystem of 
discovery and collaboration, on alush 
campus in the Pacific Northwest, there's 
a city called Eugene—a place where we 
all support each other while we search 
and create. Because we're Ducks. 

And that’s what Ducks do. 


UNIVERSITY OF 


OREGON 


An equal-opportunity, affirmative-action institution committed to cultural diversity and compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. 


THE UNIVERSITY OF OREGON 
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ADMINISTRATION BUILDING 


The University of Oregon, founded in 1876, is the state’s 
flagship institution. The UO is among the 108 institutions 
chosen from 4,633 U.S. universities for top-tier designation 
of “Very High Research Activity” in the 2010 Carnegie Clas- 
sification of Institutions of Higher Education. It also is one of 
two Pacific Northwest members of the prestigious Associa- 
tion of American Universities. 


Located in Eugene, an energetic college community known 
as TrackTown USA, the university offers academic excel- 
lence and hands-on learning opportunities in a welcoming 
atmosphere. Towering trees shade the 295-acre campus, 
where students, faculty members, and employees from a 
wide variety of backgrounds share a commitment to pre- 
serve the environment and pursue innovation. The UO of- 
fers nearly 300 academic programs and 25 research cen- 
ters and institutes from Eugene to Portland and from the 
coast to the mountains. 


At the University of Oregon, “going green” is much more 
than just one of the school’s colors. Virtually every new con- 
struction project has been designed by leaders in environ- 
mental responsibility and inspires students to take action 
and live responsibly themselves. 


Academic and outdoor programs use the nearby forests, 
mountains, rivers and lakes as classrooms for research, dis- 
covery and adventure. The world’s first green chemistry 
teaching methods were developed by UO students and fac- 
ulty. The Lillis Business Complex is the only green facility 
of a top-ranked business school world-wide. Nationally rec- 
ognized programs in sustainable business, architecture and 
technology demonstrate the UO’s ongoing commitment to 
the environment. 


Green chemistry, geography, interior architecture, sustain- 
able design, special education, sports marketing and the 


law school’s dispute resolution, environmental law and legal 
writing programs all rank among the top 10 for their disci- 
plines in the United States. Programs in biology, psychol- 
ogy, clinical psychology and entrepreneurship rank in the 
top 25 nationally. 


This year, more than 24,000 students, representing all 50 
states and 89 countries, study at the UO, marking the fourth 
straight year of record enrollment at the university. The en- 
tering freshman class set records for academic quality and 
preparedness, and reached a new standard for diversity 
with the most ethnically and economically diverse class in 
the UO’s history. 


Two UO graduates are Nobel Prize honorees, 10 have re- 
ceived Pulitzer Prizes, and 18 have been named Rhodes 
Scholars. 


To learn more about the University of Oregon, visit 
www.uoregon.edu. ( 
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UNIVERSITY OF OREGON ATHLETICS 


ATHLETIC DIRECTOR ROB MULLENS 


AUTZEN STADIUM 


Playing for the National Championship in the inaugural Col- 
lege Football Playoff, the Oregon football team has an op- 
portunity to win Oregon’s fifth national championship this 
calendar year, joining the men’s and women’s indoor track 
& field teams, the men’s outdoor track & field team and the 
acrobatics & tumbling team who won its fourth-straight 
title. Quarterback Marcus Mariota was also recently named 
Oregon’s first Heisman Trophy winner by a landslide with 
90.9 percent of the possible points. 


The University also saw 13 programs qualify for NCAA post- 
season play in the last year. For the first time in school his- 
tory, every men’s program that Oregon sponsors advanced 
to the NCAA Championships. Counting this season, the Or- 
egon football team has been to 18 bowl games in the last 
two decades. Edward Cheserek became just the 11th run- 
ner in NCAA cross country history to win back-to-back titles 
while the softball team played in its second Women’s Col- 
lege World Series in three years. 


The Ducks also had 39 student-athletes named All- 
Americans this past year, including Heisman Trophy winner 
Marcus Mariota and teammates Hroniss Grasu, Ifo Ekpre- 
Olomu and Jake Fisher who played in a_ semifinal 
of the inaugural College Football Playoff against Florida 
State on January 1. 


In the classroom, three student-athletes were honored as 
Capital One Academic All-Americans in the last 12 months, 
while lacrosse’s Caroline Federighi was awarded the NCAA 
postgraduate scholarship. UO had over 90 student- 
athletes earn conference all-academic recognition in the 
past calendar year to go with a recent graduate success 
rate of 82 percent. 


The Oregon athletics department also had a historic year in 
the Director’s Cup, finishing 15th with an all-time best 943 
points while sponsoring just 18 NCAA Championships 
sports. Oregon also saw an increase in the newly released 
Annual Progress Rate report this past spring for all sports. 
The UO women’s soccer program had the highest multiyear 
average, 993, and was one of six programs in the depart- 
ment to earn a perfect 1,000 for the 2012-13 year. The oth- 
ers were women’s basketball, lacrosse, volleyball, men’s 
tennis and men’s indoor track and field. 


To find more about the Oregon Ducks, visit the official 
website, www.goducks.com. () 


THE OREGON DUCK 


UNIVERSITY OF OREGON COACHES 
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MARK HELFRICH teavcoach 


Oregon Head Coach Mark Helfrich knew the comparisons 
would be inevitable—how do you replace arguably the most 
successful football coach in school history? His answer was 
simple—by being Mark Helfrich. 


That formula has proven to be successful during his first two 
seasons as a head coach. Matching the success of Chip Kelly 
would seem impossible, but over the first 26 games as a head 
coach, Helfrich has been even better than his former boss, 
winning 23 games, one more than Kelly. The success hasn't 


gone unnoticed around the nation as Helfrich was named 
a finalist for both the Eddie Robinson and Maxwell Football 
Club Coach of the Year Awards after leading the Ducks to 
a 12-1 record (8-1 Pac-12) heading into the Rose Bowl Game. 


In guiding the Ducks to a first-year mark of 11-2 and a 30-7 
Alamo Bowl triumph over Texas, the number of wins equaled 
three others for the conference record for success by a first- 
year head coach. At the same time, he surpassed his prede- 
cessor Kelly’s previous Oregon pinnacle for most wins by a 
rookie head coach. 


In addition, Helfrich joined Ducks’ alum John Robinson 
(USC, 1976) as the league’s only other coach to win a bowl 
game in his inaugural season. Only four other squads in 
school history have ever won as many as 11 football games 
in a single season (2001, 2010, 2011, 2012)—the former Or- 
egon graduate assistant coach in 1997 made it a fifth. 


Helfrich helped orchestrate the continuation of the pro- 
gram’s offensive firepower last season as the Ducks led the 
Pac-12 Conference in total offense (second in the country) 
for the fourth year in a row, in scoring offense (fourth in the 
nation) for the seventh straight season, and in rushing (ninth 
nationally) for the eighth time in as many years. 


The transition to head coach has been a relatively smooth 
one. Six of the assistant coaches who played key roles in the 
program’s trio of conference championships in the past five 
years remain, as do three of the assistants who have called 
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Eugene home for more than two decades. As aresult of the quartet of seasons as the Ducks’ offensive coordinator and 
change, there really has been little change at all. quarterbacks coach during the program's most prolific era 


The 40-year-old Oregon native was appointed the school’s in school history. Oregon tallied a 46-7 ledger and four BCS 


32nd head football coach on Jan. 20, 2013, following a bowl appearances from 2009-12. ( 
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Defensive Line Offensive Graduate Assistant Defensive Graduate Assistant Running Backs Outside Linebackers 
NATE COSTA SCOTT FROST STEVE GREATWOOD MIKE KELDORF MATT LUBICK 
Offensive Graduate Offensive Coordinator/ Running Game Coordinator/ Defensive Graduate Assistant Passing Game 
Assistant Quarterbacks Offensive Line Coordinator/Wide Receivers 
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JUBLIA 


(efinaconazole) 
Topical Solution 10% 


JUBLIA is an FDA-approved prescription topical 
solution proven to treat toenail fungus (onychomycosis). 


JUBLIA is specifically formulated to reach the site of onychomycosis and fight 
the fungus that can live beneath the toenail — allowing some patients to have 
clearer toenails grow back. It’s time to tackle toenail fungus. 


Indication 


JUBLIA (efinaconazole) Topical Solution, 10% is a prescription 
medicine used to treat fungal infections of the toenails. 


Important Safety Information 


» JUBLIA is for use on nails and surrounding skin only. 
Do not use JUBLIA in your mouth, eyes, or vagina. Use 
it exactly as instructed by your doctor. 


* [tis not known whether JUBLIA is effective in children. 


» Before you use JUBLIA, tell your doctor about all your medical 
conditions, including if you are or plan to become pregnant, are 
breastfeeding, or plan to breastfeed, because it is not known 
whether JUBLIA can harm an unborn fetus or nursing infant. 
Tell your doctor about all medications you are taking, and 
whether you have any other nail infections. 


Welt 


TOENAIL FUNGUS? 
— DON'T HIDE IT— 


*TACKLEIT~ 


WITH JUBLIA 


Individual results 


may vary. 
Ask your doctor 
Ridnty wooo) eta 
JUBLIA if JUBLIA is right 
(efinaconazole) §=©=»- for you and visit 
Topical Solution, 10% : 
iotwictnaoy «YU LiaRx.com 
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* JUBLIA is flammable. Avoid heat and flame while 
applying JUBLIA to your toenail. 


» Avoid pedicures, use of nail polish, or cosmetic nail 
products while using JUBLIA. 


» JUBLIA may cause irritation at the treated site. The most 
common side effects include: ingrown toenail, redness, 
itching, swelling, burning or stinging, blisters, and pain. 
Tell your doctor about any side effects that bother you 
or do not go away. 


You are encouraged to report negative side effects of 
prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/medwatch 
or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 


Please see Patient Information for JUBLIA on next page. 


Except as otherwise indicated, all product names, slogans, and other marks are trademarks of the Valeant family of companies. 
© 2015 Valeant Pharmaceuticals North AmericaLLC DM/JUB/14/0195d 


PATIENT INFORMATION 
JUBLIA (joo-blee-uh) 


(efinaconazole) Topical Solution, 10% 


This Patient Information does not include all the 
information needed to use JUBLIA safely and effectively. 
Please see full Prescribing Information. 


Important information: JUBLIA is for use on toenails 
and surrounding skin only. Do not use JUBLIA in your 
mouth, eyes, Or vagina. 


What is JUBLIA? 


JUBLIA is a prescription medicine used to treat fungal 
infections of the toenails. It is not known if JUBLIA is safe 
and effective in children. 


What should I tell my health care provider 
before using JUBLIA? 


Before you use JUBLIA, tell your healthcare provider about 
all your medical conditions, including if you: 


* are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. It is not known 
if JUBLIA can harm your unborn baby. 


* are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed. It is not known if 
JUBLIA passes into your breast milk. 


Tell your healthcare provider about all the medicines 
you take, including prescription and over-the-counter 
medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. 


How should | use JUBLIA? 


See the “Instructions for Use” at the end of this Patient 
Information leaflet for detailed information about the right 
way to use JUBLIA. 


* Use JUBLIA exactly as your healthcare provider tells 
you to use it. Apply JUBLIA to your affected toenails 
1 time each day. Wait for at least 10 minutes after 
showering, bathing or washing before applying JUBLIA. 
JUBLIA is used for 48 weeks. 


What should I avoid while using JUBLIA? 


+ JUBLIA is flammable. Avoid heat and flame while applying 
JUBLIA to your toenail. 


+ Avoid pedicures, use of nail polish, or cosmetic nail products, 
while using JUBLIA. 


What are the possible side effects of 
JUBLIA? 


JUBLIA may cause irritation at the treated site. The 

most common side effects include: ingrown toenail, redness, 
itching, swelling, burning or stinging, blisters, 

and pain. Tell your healthcare provider if you have any side 


effects that bother you or that does not go away. 
These are not all the possible side effects of JUBLIA. 


Call your doctor for medical advice about side effects. 
You may report side effects to the FDA at 1-800-FDA-1088. 


How should | store JUBLIA? 


+ Store JUBLIA at room temperature, between 68°F to 
TTF (20°C to 25°C), Do not freeze JUBLIA. 

* Keep the bottle tightly closed and store in an 
upright position. 

* JUBLIA is flammable. Keep away from heat and flame. 


Keep JUBLIA and all medicines out of the reach of 
children. 


General information about the safe and 
effective use of JUBLIA 


Medicines are sometimes prescribed for purposes other 

than those listed in a Patient Information leaflet. You can 

ask your pharmacist or healthcare provider for information 
about JUBLIA that is written for health professionals. Do not 
use JUBLIA for a condition for which it was not prescribed. Do 
not give JUBLIA to other people, even if they have the same 
condition you have. It may harm them. 


What are the ingredients in JUBLIA? 


Active ingredients: efinaconazole 


Inactive ingredients: alcohol, anhydrous citric acid, 
butylated hydroxytoluene, C12-15 alkyl lactate, 
cyclomethicone, diisopropyl adipate, disodium edetate, 
and purified water. 


Manufactured for: Valeant Pharmaceuticals North 
America LLC, Bridgewater, NJ 08807 USA 


Manufactured by: Kaken Pharmaceutical Co. Ltd, 
Shizuoka, Japan. Product of Japan 


For more information, call 1-800-321-4576. 


This Patient Information has been approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration. 


Pharmaceuticals North America 


Except as otherwise indicated, all product names, 
slogans and other marks are trademarks of the Valeant 
family of companies. 

©2014 Valeant Pharmaceuticals North America, LLC 
DM/JUB/14/0187 
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Even though the uniforms have changed, no longer bearing 
his fighting countenance bursting through the block “O” 
logo, Donald Duck remains as one of the most recognizable 
and lovable mascots on the collegiate sports landscape. 


Before Donald came to Eugene, thanks to the benevolence 
of Walt Disney, no duck seemed destined to represent the 
school as its mascot. In fact, during the University’s early 
days, Oregon’s pride was tied to a patriotic band of New 
England anglers with soggy soles. University students re- 
ferred to themselves as Webfooters. 


Then through the intervening decades, once the duck 
nickname had found its rightful home, the downy mascot 
faced challenges from the Humane Society, the student 
newspaper, a football coach who preferred that his Donald 
bare his teeth, and a basketball coach who refused to even 
utter his name. 


Originally, the prevailing campus sentiment was that the 
University shouldn’t degrade itself by dabbling in such non- 
sense as nicknames and water fowl. The nickname game 
began early last century when Oregon was originally known 
as “The Webfoot State.” Students took a shine to the slogan 
and referred to themselves as Webfoots and their yearbook 
as “The Webfoot.” (When the new motto became “The Bea- 
ver State” in 1909, Oregon students changed the yearbook 
name to “The Beaver” before switching back.) 


The Webfoots reference can be traced to a hearty band of 
Massachusetts fishermen, who in 1776 helped save General 
George Washington and some 10,000 of his troops from im- 
minent defeat at the hands of the British. When many of the 
Webfoots’ progeny migrated west of the Cascades and set- 
tled in the Willamette Valley in the 1840s, the name stuck to 
their muddy shoes and came with them. 


L.H. Gregory, sports editor of The Oregonian, has been 
credited with coining Webfoots as the school’s athletic 
nickname, even though the students had seen themselves 
as such since the turn of the century. Headline writers 
searching for ways to parse Webfoots into their sports pag- 
es began churning out Ducks, which the students eventu- 
ally voted as their new nickname over Timberwolves and 
Lumberjacks. A second student-body election in 1932 beat 
back the challenges of Trappers, Pioneers, Yellowjackets 
and Spearsmen, the latter in honor of football coach C.W. 
Spears, who left before the ‘32 season for a similar post at 
Wisconsin. 


Oregon’s first live mascot had surfaced in the 1920s when 
“Puddles,” a resident of the nearby Millrace, was escorted to 
football and basketball games by his fraternity-house neigh- 
bors. Puddles and his various offspring were part of the 
Duck sports scene until the early 1940s when repeated 
complaints from the Humane Society finally sucked the fun 
out of bringing a live duck to games. 


However, Puddles’ memory was preserved in 1947 when Or- 
egon’s first athletic director, Leo Harris, struck a handshake 
arrangement with Walt Disney. Donald’s likeness could 
serve as a mascot, as long as it was done in good taste. The 
unique deal stood for 20 years, with Walt Disney Produc- 
tions providing several versions of the duck for Oregon’s 
use, until the cartoonist’s death in 1966. That’s when both 
parties realized no formal contract existed granting the Uni- 
versity the right to Donald’s image. 


‘ 
0 


THE OREGON DUCK LEADS THE TEAM ONTO THE FIELD 


The best evidence Harris could offer was a photograph tak- 
en two decades earlier showing the late Mr. Disney in an 
Oregon letterman’s jacket with the Oregon Duck clearly vis- 
ible on the front. Disney representatives agreed to negoti- 
ate the first written contract in 1973 for the athletic depart- 
ment’s continued use of Donald. 


However, not everyone accepted the cartoon mascot’s im- 
age at face value. Jerry Frei, Oregon’s football coach for 
five seasons (1967-71), wanted Donald to sport teeth in his 
bill to better portray his team’s “Fighting Ducks” image. 
And Dick Harter, the men’s basketball coach for seven 
years (1971-78), disdained the Duck nickname altogether 
and insisted that any public relations materials refer only 
to his “Kamikaze Kids.” 


Then Oregon’s duck endured another popularity contest in 
1978 when a cartoonist for the student newspaper pushed 
his Mallard Drake as a suitable successor to Donald, prompt- 
ing one local high school student to comment that “if that 
sleazy Duck makes it, I’m going to OSU.” Donald was the 
students’ overwhelming choice by a 2-to-1 landslide in an 
election that saw more than twice the typical voter turnout 
on campus. 


Donald Duck found even more support for his 50th birth- 
day celebration in 1984 during a visit to the Eugene City 
Airport that drew 3,000 to 4,000 fans for the presentation 
of an academic cap and gown to Donald, who was named 
an honorary alumnus of the University of Oregon. Thou- 
sands of area residents signed a congratulatory scroll for 
Donald, and that document is now part of Disney’s corpo- 
rate archives. 


The Oregon Duck remained the lone duck mascot in any 
collegiate or professional capacity until the advent of the 
Anaheim Mighty Ducks franchise in the National Hockey 
League in 1993. Now, he looks forward to the next millen- 
nium in yellow and green as Oregon’s enduring ambassador 
for the future. ( 
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THE “WORK COMPUTER” 
1951 — 2014 


Now any computer can be your work computer. 


There's a new way to work. Find out more at 
workintelligent.ly 


RICOH 


imagine. change. 


DUCKS: ROAD TO THE TITLE GAME 


at 


15 2 


OREGON SEASON 2014 RECAP 


1S 


B32 


15 2 


15 2 


15 2 


15 2 


64 


GAME 1: VS. SOUTH DAKOTA 


OREGON Ge SOUTH DAKOTA 13 


AUGUST 30, 2014 


AUTZEN STADIUM - EUGENE, OREGON 


BYRON MARSHALL CAUGHT SIX PASSES FOR 117 YARDS AND TWO TOUCHDOWNS, 
AND ALSO HAD TWO CARRIES FOR 58 YARDS - ALL DURING THE FIRST HALF IN THE DUCKS’ WIN. 


DUCKS DISPLAY OFFENSIVE PROWESS IN WIN, 62-13 


Oregon's 2014 regular season got off to a rousing start with 
a 62-13 win over visiting South Dakota before 57,388 fans in 
Autzen Stadium. 


The Ducks had little trouble scoring, piling up 466 first-half 
yards on the way to a 41-13 halftime lead. Oregon coach 
Mark Helfrich’s ire was drawn when a careless play took 
points off the board, along with five early penalties and some 
porous run defense. But Oregon was able to work nearly ev- 
ery available player onto the field, valuable experience for 
a team that brought 40 newcomers into preseason camp. 


Quarterback Marcus Mariota took advantage of an array of 
new offensive weapons, including the Pac-12’s top returning 
rusher Byron Marshall taking a new all-purpose role, and 
freshman running back Royce Freeman. Mariota played 


the first half and finished 14-of-20 passing for 267 yards 
and three touchdowns, adding six rushes for 43 yards and 
a score. Marshall caught six of those passes for 117 yards 
and two touchdowns in the first half, and rushed twice for 
58 yards, though he also cost the Ducks six points by drop- 
ping the ball just short of the goal line at the end of a long 
run. Freeman had touchdowns on two of his first three car- 
ries, backing up the considerable hype he generated in 
preseason camp. 


The Ducks certainly looked like a top team in the nation 
when they had the ball, with Thomas Tyner getting the bulk 
of the carries and Mariota spreading it around to the likes of 
Marshall and Darren Carrington. ( 
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GAME 2: VS. MICHIGAN STATE 


OREGON 46 - MICHIGAN STATE 27 


SEPTEMBER 6, 2014 


AUTZEN STADIUM + EUGENE, OREGON 
Toe 


need 


QUARTERBACK MARCUS MARIOTA HELPED HIS TEAMMATES TO AN IMPRESSIVE VICTORY, 
GOING 17-OF-28 PASSING WITH 318 YARDS AND THREE TOUCHDOWNS. 


OREGON TRIUMPHS IN EARLY-SEASON TOP-10 CLASH, 46-27 


The first nonconference matchup of top-10 teams in Autzen 
Stadium history lived up to every bit of the hype, as No. 3 
Oregon jumped out to a lead, withstood a furious comeback 
by No. 7 Michigan State and recovered to win 46-27. 


The Spartans all but shut down Oregon’s vaunted run game, 
survived a couple big plays by the Ducks early on and then 
got the momentum going squarely in their favor. The Ducks 
used an Erick Dargan interception to set up the game’s first 
touchdown, and a 70-yard touchdown pass to Devon AI- 
len made it 18-7. But the Spartans scored the game’s next 
20 points to build a 27-18 lead. The Ducks then flipped the 
switch on both sides of the ball, shutting down MSU's of- 
fense and getting third-quarter touchdown passes from 
Marcus Mariota to Allen again and then to Keanon Lowe for 
a 32-27 lead. A Royce Freeman touchdown run made it 39- 
27 early in the fourth quarter. The big freshman capped the 


Oregon effort with a 14-yard score on a fourth-and-two car- 
ry, completing a crushing 11-play, 96-yard drive that ticked 
off 6:31 of the final 7:56. 


Mariota finished the day 17-of-28 for 318 yards and three 
touchdowns through the air. He also had two huge third- 
down conversions in the third quarter, one on each Oregon 
scoring drive. He flipped a shovel pass on the run to Free- 
man to convert a third-and-11, and ran it himself on third- 
and-nine. Defensively, linebacker Joe Walker entered the 
starting lineup and finished the game with nine tackles. De- 
fensive lineman DeForest Buckner followed up his six-tackle 
performance against South Dakota in the opener with seven 
in this game. MSU quarterback Connor Cook was outstand- 
ing as well, passing for 343 yards and two scores. (¢ 
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GAME 3: VS. WYOMING 


OREGON 48 - WYOMING 14 


SEPTEMBER 13, 2014 


AUTZEN STADIUM - EUGENE, OREGON 


5 7 © 


WITH A TOTAL OF TWO PASSING TOUCHDOWNS ON THE DAY, MARCUS MARIOTA 
HAD THROWN ATD PASS IN ALL 29 GAMES OF HIS CAREER. 


41 STRAIGHT POINTS PROPELS DUCKS IN VICTORY, 48-14 


OREGON NOW 3-0 


The second-ranked Oregon Ducks shook off a sluggish start 
to overcome an early deficit and wrap up nonconference 
play unbeaten after a 48-14 victory over Wyoming in Autzen 
Stadium. 


A Pac-12 Networks telecast necessitated an 11 a.m. PT kickoff 
time, and for a spell it seemed like Oregon had decided to 
sleep in. The Cowboys converted 5-of-6 third-down at- 
tempts on their first two possessions, sandwiched around 
the Ducks failing to score from their own 2-yard line. That 
helped Wyoming take an early 7-0 lead, but order soon 
was restored and the Ducks scored the next 41 points 
unanswered. 


Marcus Mariota threw for two touchdowns and ran for two 
others, including a leaping, somersaulting effort in the sec- 
ond quarter to put the Ducks ahead 20-7. He was on the 
move several times throughout the game, as the offensive 
line adjusted to the early loss of left tackle Jake Fisher due to 
injury. That put walk-on junior Matt Pierson in at left tackle, 
on a day when true freshman Tyrell Crosby made his first 
career start at right tackle. Defensively, safety Erick Dargan 
had two more interceptions, the first of which set up Mari- 
ota’s acrobatic touchdown. 


Mariota threw a touchdown pass for the 29th straight game, 
every appearance of his career. ( 
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OREGON SEASON 2014 RECAP 


GAME 4: VS. WASHINGTON STATE s=temser 20, 2014 


OREGON 38 - WASHINGTON STATE 31 


MARTIN STADIUM * PULLMAN, WASHINGTON 


iN 


VON 


a 


DEVON ALLEN SCORED TWO TOUCHDOWNS IN THE TIGHT OREGON WIN, 
TYING HIM FOR THE TEAM LEAD WITH FIVE THROUGH FOUR GAMES. 


OREGON ESCAPES WITH TOUGH ROAD WIN TO OPEN 


PAC-12 PLAY, 38-31 


Oregon survived behind a patchwork offensive line thanks 
to another big night from Marcus Mariota, outscoring Wash- 
ington State in the second half to win 38-31. 


Mariota was sacked five times in the first half as the Cougars 
fought to a 21-21 halftime tie. The Ducks shored things up 
just enough in the second half, getting a go-ahead touch- 
down pass to Pharaoh Brown late in the third quarter from 
Mariota, his fourth of five in the game. A pass breakup by 
Dior Mathis and sack on fourth down by Tony Washington 
denied Washington State on its final attempt to tie the game 
in the fourth quarter. 


Mariota finished 21-of-25 passing for 329 yards and the five 
touchdowns, shrugging off the pressure put on Oregon’s 
inexperienced offensive line. Left tackle Tyrell Crosby and 
right tackle Matt Pierson each made his first career start at 
those respective positions, and the Ducks struggled with 


protection and penalties all night. The tide shifted when 
DeForest Buckner forced a fumble and Arik Armstead re- 
covered it in the third quarter, setting the stage for Brown's 
go-ahead touchdown. Keanon Lowe had a career-high 104 
receiving yards and two touchdowns - the first coming on 
a 57-yard reception to tie the game at 14-14 and the second 
proving to be the game-winning score with 5:33 to play in 
the final quarter. 


Devon Allen scored two touchdowns, giving him five 
for the season, tied for the Oregon season lead with 
Royce Freeman. 


Freeman started the game, becoming Oregon’s second 
true freshman starter at running back in as many seasons, 
joining Thomas Tyner, who started the final regular season 
game in 2013. () 
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GAME 5: VS. ARIZONA 


ARIZONA 31 + OREGON 24 


OCTOBER 2, 2014 


AUTZEN STADIUM - EUGENE, OREGON 


FRESHMAN WIDE RECEIVER DARREN CARRINGTON ALMOST MADE THE HIGHLIGHT CATCH, 
BUT HE, LIKE THE DUCKS, CAME UP SHORT AGAINST ARIZONA. 


CONFERENCE FOE ARIZONA HANDS DUCKS FIRST LOSS 


OF SEASON, 31-24 


Arizona capitalized on Oregon’s patchwork offensive line 
and a rousing second half to inflict the first home defeat on 
Oregon since 2012. The Wildcats scored four second-half 
touchdowns and forced a Oregon fumble in the final min- 
utes to secure a 31-24 victory. 


Arizona’s Nick Wilson scored the first of his three third-quar- 
ter touchdowns on the Wildcats’ opening drive after half- 
time, giving UA a10-7 lead. The Ducks responded with a six- 
yard touchdown pass from Marcus Mariota to Devon Allen 
to reclaim the lead, but the Wildcats put together back-to- 
back scoring drives of 93 and 80 yards for a 24-14 edge 
heading into the final quarter. 


A Matt Wogan field goal and Keanon Lowe touchdown 
catch tied the game for Oregon with 8:21 to play before Ari- 
zona chewed up more than five minutes on a 15-play, 71- 
yard drive that ended in a 11-yard plunge by Terris 


Jones-Grigsby. Prior to what proved to be the eventual 
game-winning touchdown, Tony Washington sacked UA 
quarterback Anu Solomon for a 9-yard loss on third-and- 
goal from the 7-yard line, but the Ducks were flagged for 
unsportsmanlike conduct giving the Wildcats a fresh set of 
downs. Oregon picked up three quick first downs on its final 
drive before Mariota was sacked and stripped of the ball at 
the Ducks’ 35-yard line with 2:11 to play. 


Mariota was able to shake off a slow start throwing the ball 
to finish 20-of-32 passing for 276 yards and two touch- 
downs. He also caught the second touchdown of his career, 
bulling his way into the end zone on a 26-yard pass from 
Royce Freeman. The true freshman tailback also led the 
Ducks in rushing, toting the ball 19 times for 85 yards. Devon 
Allen found the end zone for the fourth straight game, giv- 
ing him six touchdowns over that stretch. ( 
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GAME 6: VS. UCLA 


OREGON 42 - UCLA 30 


OCTOBER 11, 2014 


ROSE BOWL STADIUM - PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 


IFO EKPRE-OLOMU PICKED OFF A UCLA PASS IN TIMELY FASHION 
TO FACILITATE AN OREGON VICTORY IN PASADENA. 


BOUNCE-BACK EFFORT FOR MARIOTA AND CO. IN WIN, 42-30 


OREGON IMPROVES TO 5-1 


The No. 12 Ducks rebounded from their loss to Arizona and 
avoided losing back-to-back games for the first time since 
2007 by jumping out to an early lead and going on to a 42- 
30 victory over UCLA in the Rose Bowl. 


The Ducks got on the board first with a Marcus Mariota 
touchdown run and a two-point conversion in the first quar- 
ter. A tipped pass by Tony Washington helped keep the Bru- 
ins to a field goal on their first score, and Oregon made it 
21-3 on touchdowns by Thomas Tyner and Pharaoh Brown in 
the second quarter. UCLA quarterback Brett Hundley gave 
the Ducks trouble all day as a runner, including a touchdown 
run just before halftime. But Mariota answered with his sec- 
ond scoring run of the game early in the third quarter for a 


28-10 advantage, and Royce Freeman scored just 1:07 later 
after a turnover. 


Mariota surpassed 100 touchdowns for his career and also 
threw for a touchdown in his 32nd straight game, every ap- 
pearance of his career so far. The offensive line got a major 
boost from the return of left tackle Jake Fisher, who returned 
from a two-game absence and helped Oregon rush for 255 
yards. Ifo Ekpre-Olomu had an interception to set up Free- 
man’s touchdown in the third quarter, coming up big after 
leaving briefly in the first half to have his ankle re-taped. 


Freeman became the first Oregon player to rush for 100 
yards since Mariota in the Alamo Bowl, and the first running 
back since Tyner in the 2013 Civil War. @ 
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GAME 7: VS. WASHINGTON 


OREGON 45 - WASHINGTON 20 


OCTOBER 18, 2014 


AUTZEN STADIUM - EUGENE, OREGON 


SENIOR OFFENSIVE LINEMAN JAKE FISHER PAVED THE WAY FOR 
RUNNING BACK ROYCE FREEMAN’S 169 YARDS ON THE GROUND. 


DUCKS CONTINUE DOMINANCE VERSUS HUSKIES, 45-20 


RUN WILD IN 25-POINT VICTORY 


Oregon extended its winning streak over long-time rival 
Washington to 11 games, the longest by either team in the 
history of the series, as the No. 9 Ducks beat the Huskies 45- 
20 in Autzen Stadium. 


Freshman Royce Freeman ran for three first-half touch- 
downs as the Ducks built a 28-6 halftime lead. Washington’s 
vaunted defensive front seven couldn’t contain the Oregon 
rushing attack as the Ducks ran for 218 yards, and the Or- 
egon offensive line allowed just three sacks. The Oregon 
defense limited Washington to 317 yards of offense, includ- 
ing 27 rushing yards in the first half. The Huskies got their 
two field goals in the first quarter, staying within 7-6 before 
the Ducks blew it open in the second. 


Freeman surpassed 100 rushing yards for the second week 
in a row, after the Ducks went the first five games of the 
season without a 100-yard rusher. The freshman finished 
with 29 carries for 169 yards and four touchdowns. Marcus 
Mariota completed 24-of-33 passes for 336 yards and two 
touchdowns. Mariota threw a touchdown pass for the 33rd 
straight game, every appearance of his career. Freshman 
Darren Carrington had season-highs of five receptions and 
79 yards. Defensively, Erick Dargan came up with his fourth 
interception of the year, tied for fourth in the FBS, and Chris- 
tian French had a career-high two sacks and forced a key 
second-half fumble. ¢ 
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GAME 8: VS. CALIFORNIA 


OREGON 59 + CALIFORNIA 41 


OCTOBER 24, 2014 


LEVIS STADIUM +» SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA 


CORNERBACK IFO EKPRE-OLOMU DID HIS PART TO SHUT DOWN 
CALIFORNIA'S AERTAL ATTACK IN THE OREGON WIN. 


OREGON MOVES TO 7-1 AFTER SHOOTOUT AGAINST CAL, 59-41 


The No. 6 Oregon football team broke open the game after 
halftime to beat California, 59-41, on a Friday night in the 
first college football game hosted by the new home of the 
NFL's San Francisco 49ers, Levi's Stadium. 


The battle of two of the country’s most explosive offenses 
began in fitting fashion as the teams traded touchdowns 
early, before the Ducks used 24 points in the second quarter 
to break out to a 38-28 halftime lead. The Golden Bears took 
advantage of two Oregon turnovers to stay within striking 
distance in the period, but Oregon scored twice to open the 
second half and widen the gap again. 


Marcus Mariota became Oregon’s all-time leading passer in 
the course of a night on which he completed 18-of-30 pass- 
es for 326 yards with five touchdowns. Mariota had 8,299 


career passing yards entering the night, and passed Bill 
Musgrave to become the Ducks’ career leader. He also 
threw a touchdown pass for the 34th straight game, every 
appearance of his career. Royce Freeman led the Ducks in 
rushing again with 112 yards and two touchdowns, break- 
ing Thomas Tyner’s year-old record for rushing yards by an 
Oregon true freshman in the process. Another true fresh- 
man, Charles Nelson, had an electric 58-yard punt return 
for a touchdown in the second quarter, making several de- 
fenders miss tackles along the way. Defensively, the Golden 
Bears threw away from Oregon All-American cornerback 
Ifo Ekpre-Olomu all night, and Troy Hill responded with four 
pass breakups. Christian French recorded a sack, giving 
him a team-high 4.5 this season. (8) 
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GAME 9: VS. STANFORD 


OREGON 45 - STANFORD 16 


NOVEMBER 1, 2014 


FRESHMAN RECEIVER CHARLES NELSON CROSSED THE GOAL LINE FOR THE DUCKS 
IN THE WIN OVER STANFORD, OREGON’S EIGHTH WIN OF THE SEASON. 


DUCKS ROUT STANFORD, 45-16 


TIGHTEN GRIP ON PAC-12 NORTH 


Fifth-ranked Oregon won its fourth straight and rebounded 
from two losses to Stanford by beating the Cardinal 45-16 
before 58,794 in Autzen Stadium. 


After failing to score until the fourth quarter in a loss at Stan- 
ford in 2013, the Ducks scored on their first four posses- 
sions - and the first three were touchdowns. Oregon by that 
point had become just the second team this season to score 
as many as 20 points on the Cardinal defense, which had 
been allowing 12.5 points per game, second-fewest in the 
country. The Cardinal's first touchdown got it within 24-13 at 
halftime, and Stanford received the second-half kickoff. But 
after driving his team past midfield, Kevin Hogan provided 
the game’s first turnover, an interception by Erick Dargan 
at the Oregon 1-yard line. Marcus Mariota answered with 
an interception of his own, however, and Stanford drove 


to a field goal. The Ducks quickly responded with another 
touchdown, the second of the game for Thomas Tyner ona 
beautiful spin move, taking a 31-16 lead into the fourth quar- 
ter and ending Stanford’s 31-game streak holding oppo- 
nents under 30 points. Mariota added a rushing touchdown 
early in the fourth quarter to break the game open, 38-16, 
and later threw a touchdown pass to Darren Carrington. 


Oregon rushed 46 times for 267 yards, averaging 5.8 yards 
per carry after averaging 2.6 against Stanford a year earlier. 
Royce Freeman nearly had his fourth straight 100-yard ef- 
fort, finishing with 98 yards, and Tyner added 63 yards with 
two touchdowns. Defensively, Dargan added a forced fum- 
ble to set up Mariota’s rushing touchdown early in the fourth 
quarter. Dargan also led the Ducks with 12 tackles. ( 
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GAME 10: VS. UTAH 


OREGON 51 - UTAH 27 


NOVEMBER 8, 2014 


RICE-ECCLES STADIUM + SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH 


we 
Se, 


FRESHMAN KICKER AIDAN SCHNEIDER HAD A BUSY DAY AS PART OF OREGON’S 51-POINT EFFORT OVER UTAH. 


OREGON RIDES OFFENSE TO SECURE PAC-12 TITLE GAME BERTH IN 


WIN OVER UTAH, 51-27 


One of the craziest plays in recent Oregon football history, 
a 100-yard fumble return for a touchdown after a Utes re- 
ceiver fumbled while crossing the goal line, sparked the 
Ducks to a 51-27 victory over No. 17 Utah before 47,528 fans 
in Rice-Eccles Stadium. The win clinched the Pac-12 North 
for Oregon, putting the Ducks into the Pac-12 title game. 


Utah scored on its first possession, with athletic quarter- 
back Kendal Thompson directing the offense, while Ore- 
gon’s only offense early on was the running of Marcus Mari- 
ota. Thompson left the game with an apparent injury, and 
replacement Travis Wilson threw a long pass that was 
poised to put the Utes up two touchdowns - until Kaelin 
Clay fumbled at the end of a potential 79-yard touchdown 
reception, dropping the ball prematurely as he crossed the 
goal line. Erick Dargan picked it up, and Joe Walker eventu- 


ally ended up with the ball before returning it 100 yards for 
the game-tying touchdown. 


That 14-point swing on one play completely changed the 
game’s momentum. Utah didn’t score again until a field goal 
at the halftime gun, ending a run of 24 straight points for 
Oregon. The Ducks countered the Utes’ high-pressure front 
seven by using quick passes to drive to touchdowns by 
Dwayne Stanford and Pharaoh Brown, and Aidan Schneider 
kicked a 39-yard field goal. 


It was an historic night for Mariota, who became the first 
Oregon quarterback ever to pass for 9,000 yards in his ca- 
reer, completing 17-of-29 on the night for 239 yards and 
three touchdowns. (: 
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GAME 11: VS. COLORADO 


OREGON 44 - COLORADO 10 


NOVEMBER 22, 2014 


AUTZEN STADIUM - EUGENE, OREGON 


DARREN CARRINGTON HAD A DIVING RECEPTION IN ANOTHER BIG DAY 
FOR THE DUCKS OFFENSE, WHICH RACKED UP 597 YARDS. 


DUCKS CELEBRATE SENIOR DAY IN BLOWOUT WIN, 44-10 


Oregon celebrated senior day in style, beating Colorado 44- 
10 at Autzen Stadium in another record-setting day for ju- 
nior quarterback Marcus Mariota. 


The Ducks put together perhaps their most dominating per- 
formance of the season, rolling up 597 yards of offense and 
allowing just 226. Touchdowns on four of Oregon’s first five 
drives put the game out of reach early, with Royce Freeman 
rushing for two first-half touchdowns and Mariota adding a 
rushing touchdown and a passing touchdown, to Charles 
Nelson. The Buffs were 1-of-2 on field-goal attempts in the 
first half, and Oregon closed the half with a Matt Wogan field 
goal to lead, 30-3. 


In the third quarter, new starting tight end Evan Baylis—a 
Colorado native—had his first career touchdown reception. 
That was the 41st touchdown play Mariota was involved in 
on the season, tying Matt Barkley’s Pac-12 record, and Mari- 
ota broke it later in the quarter with another scoring pass to 


Nelson. With the Ducks up 44-10, Mariota took the field for 
their first snap of the fourth quarter, handed off and then 
was pulled from the game for backup Jeff Lockie. Mariota 
was noncommittal after the game about his future, but the 
junior conceded that, “If this was my last game at Autzen, it 
was truly special.” 


Mariota accounted for 396 yards of offense and four touch- 
downs, in the process becoming just the sixth player in ma- 
jor college history with 9,000 career passing yards and 
2,000 rushing yards. Freeman extended his Oregon true 
freshman rushing record, surpassing 1,000 yards for the 
season with 105. Erick Dargan led the dominating defensive 
performance with seven tackles, while Joe Walker and Arik 
Armstead each posted a sack. Hamani Stevens filled in for 
Hroniss Grasu at center and kept the offense moving at a 
rapid tempo. (: 
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GAME 12: VS. OREGON STATE 


OREGON 47 - OREGON STATE 19 


~ 


NOVEMBER 29, 2014 


RESER STADIUM + CORVALLIS, OREGON 


MARCUS MARIOTA DID WORK ON THE GROUND AND THROUGH THE AIR, THROWING FOR 367 YARDS AND FOUR TOUCHDOWNS 
AND RUSHING FOR 39 TO ECLIPSE 4,000 TOTAL YARDS OF TOTAL OFFENSE FOR THE YEAR. 


DUCKS CONCLUDE REGULAR SEASON 11-1 WITH VICTORY, 47-19 


PAC-12 CHAMPIONSHIP ON HORIZON 


Oregon dominated its rival to maintain its position in the 
thick of the national championship race, beating Oregon 
State 47-19 before 45,722 in Reser Stadium. 


The Ducks scored early and often, with Marcus Mariota ac- 
counting for four touchdowns in the first half alone and six 
for the game, bolstering his case as a Heisman Trophy can- 
didate. Charles Nelson caught a 29-yard touchdown pass 
on a wheel route just minutes into the game, Royce Free- 
man showed off soft hands to haul in a 12-yard screen pass 
for a score and Byron Marshall shrugged off a defender for 
a 77-yard touchdown reception from Mariota, all in the first 
half as the Ducks built a 30-3 halftime lead. 


Oregon dominated the line of scrimmage on both sides, 
with the defense making two stops on fourth-and-one in the 
first half, and the offensive line providing huge holes in the 
run game and ample time for Mariota in the passing game. 
The second half was played nearly even, with the Ducks out- 
scoring the Beavers 17-16. Mariota had his second rushing 


touchdown in the third quarter, and his second touchdown 
pass of the night to Nelson in the fourth quarter. 


Mariota finished the night 19-of-25 passing for 367 yards 
and four touchdowns, a level of efficiency approaching his 
performance earlier in the season at Washington State. He 
also ran for 39 yards, surpassing 4,000 yards of total offense 
for the season; that’s the second time Mariota has done so 
in his career, the only two times it’s happened at Oregon. 
Freeman surpassed 100 rushing yards for the fifth time, run- 
ning for 135 on the night. Marshall caught six passes for 131 
yards and a score, giving him 56 receptions for the season 
and ranking him in the top 10 at Oregon for a single season. 
Matt Wogan made two field goals, and Derrick Malone Jr. 
had seven tackles to lead a balanced defensive effort. 


The Ducks completed an 11-1 regular season, winning 11 
regular-season games for the third time in school history, 
all in the last five years. ( 
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GAME 13: VS. ARIZONA 


OREGON 51 - ARIZONA 13 


DECEMBER 5, 2014 


LEVIS STADIUM + SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA 


CHARLES NELSON AND THE DUCKS RAN AWAY WITH THE PAC-12 CHAMPIONSHIP GAME OVER ARIZONA, 
WHICH LED TO AN EVENTUAL BERTH IN THE ROSE BOWL GAME. 


OREGON DOMINATES PAC-12 TITLE GAME, 51-13 


ROSE BOWL GAME AWAITS 


Behind an inspired defensive effort and a balanced offense, 
Oregon brought home its first Pac-12 championship in three 
years and avenged consecutive losses to Arizona with a 51-13 
win over the Wildcats in the conference title game at Levi's 
Stadium. The victory all but assured the Ducks’ place in the 
inaugural College Football Playoff field. 


The Oregon offense struggled with penalties and settled for 
field goals early, but Oregon’s defense opened with what 
has to be considered one of the greatest halves of football in 
school history. The Ducks held Arizona to 25 yards in the 
first half, including minus-nine rushing. They took a 23-0 
lead into halftime, the third straight game Oregon led at 
least 20-0. Marcus Mariota rushed for two touchdowns and 
Aidan Schneider was 3-of-4 on field-goal attempts, more 
than enough to back a defense that forced six straight three- 
and-outs to end the half, on which Arizona netted a total of 
minus-two yards. 


Mariota extended his FBS record streak of 39 straight games 
with a touchdown pass to start his career early in the second 
half, hitting Devon Allen for the redshirt freshman’s first re- 
ceiving score since the Arizona game in the regular season. 
The Oregon defense lost its shutout on a busted coverage 
moments later, Arizona scoring on a long touchdown pass 
by backup quarterback Jesse Scroggins when the Ducks 
had a miscommunication that left a receiver wide open. But 
ultimately the Wildcats couldn’t sustain anything on what 
was an impressive night for the Oregon defense. The Ducks, 
meanwhile, kept rolling, with another Mariota rushing touch- 
down and a touchdown reception by Darren Carrington in 
the third quarter for a 44-7 lead. 


Mariota reached 12,000 yards of total offense, 10,000 ca- 
reer passing yards and 100 career passing touchdowns over 
the course of the evening. He extended his own school 
records in all three categories. ( 
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ROSE BOWL: VS. FLORIDA STATE 


OREGON 59 - FLORIDA STATE 20 


JANUARY 1, 2015 


ROSE BOWL STADIUM - PASADENA, CALIFORNIA 


OREGON CRUISES PAST THE SEMINOLES, 59-20 


ADVANCES TO THE NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP GAME 


The Oregon Ducks exploded in the second 
half to rout the Florida State Seminoles in 
the Rose Bowl Game, bringing Marcus Mari- 
ota and company one win away from be- 
coming the first College Football Playoff 
champions. 


After a relatively quiet first 28 minutes of 
the game in which Oregon built an 18-6 
lead, the story looked mighty familiar as 
Florida State made a push at the end of the 
half, as they have done so often through- 
out their comeback-heavy season. With 
two minutes remaining in the second 
quarter, the Seminoles’ star quarterback 
Jameis Winston led an efficient drive 
downfield, going 71 yards in under two 
minutes, capped off with a 10-yard Karlos 
Williams rushing touchdown to make the 
game 18-13. The Seminoles had a chance 
to narrow the lead even further before the 
break when they picked off a pass from 
Mariota, marking only the third intercep- 
tion of the Heisman winner’s season. The 
Ducks’ defense would prevent any further 
damage, as they stopped Florida State 
near midfield, and nearly-automatic kicker 
Roberto Aguayo careened a 54-yard field 
goal attempt off the left post, only his 
third miss on the season. 


The Seminoles would start the third with 
the ball, but they turned it over quickly, as 
Ducks senior linebacker Derrick Malone 
ripped the ball out of FSU running back 
Dalvin Cook’s hands. After a three-yard 
touchdown run by Royce Freeman on 
the ensuing drive that put the Ducks up 
25-13, Florida State responded with an 
18-yard score from Winston to freshman 
receiver Travis Rudolph, bringing the ‘Noles to within five 
once again. As if a giant had been awakened, Oregon used 
this scare as motivation to turn on the jets and never look 
back. In a display of both how potent the team’s offense 
is and how underrated and strong of a defense they have, 
the Ducks would go on a 34-0 run in the remainder of the 
game, pummeling the Seminoles with a balanced rushing 
and passing attack and forcing Florida State into five total 
turnovers on the other side of the ball. 


The barrage began with two touchdown bombs from Mari- 
ota to freshman receiver Darren Carrington on consecu- 
tive drives, the first a 56-yard toss and the second one 
good for 30 yards. Following those two touchdowns, the 
Oregon defense would cause Florida State to cough up 
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the ball for the second consecutive time, as Winston lost 
control while trying to escape pass rushers in the backfield 
and Ducks’ senior linebacker Tony Washington recovered 
for a 58-yard touchdown. 


Oregon would add two more rushing touchdowns in the 
fourth, the first a 23-yard scamper by Mariota and the sec- 
ond a beautiful direction-changing 21-yarder by Thomas 
Tyner. At this point, with a 59-20 lead, Mariota was able 
to watch comfortably from the sideline as sophomore 
backup Jeff Lockie handed the ball off and ran down the 
clock for the remainder of the game. The Heisman winner 
finished with 400 total yards and three touchdowns and 
made it clear that he’d continue to be a handful in the Col- 
lege Football Playoff National Championship. (@ 
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DUCKS ALPHABETICAL ROSTER 


NO NAME POS HT WT HOMETOWN/HS NO NAME POS CL HOMETOWN/HS 
11 ‘Bralon Addison WR 5-10 190 Jr-2L Missouri City, Texas/Ft. Bend Hightower 17 Jeff Lockie QB 6-2. 200 So.-1L* Alamo, Calif./Monte Vista 
12. Taylor Alie QB 6-0 175 Fr.-RS* Eugene, Ore./Sheldon 77 Haniteli Lousi folk, 6-5 308 Jr-JC Fremont, Calif./Coll. of San Mateo AN 
1. Chance Allen WR 6-2. 200 So.-1L* Missouri City, Texas/Ft. Bend Elkins 7 Keanon Lowe WR 5-9 186  Sr.-3L* Portland, Ore./Jesuit \ nH J 
5 Devon Allen WR 6-0 185 Fr.-RS* Phoenix, Ariz./Brophy Prep 10 Johnathan Loyd WR 5-8 165 Sr.-HS* Las Vegas, Nev./Bishop Gorman 
9 Arik Armstead DL 6-8 290 Jr.-2L Sacramento, Calif./Pleasant Grove 28 Chayce Maday WR 5-11. 175 ‘Fr.-HS_ Corning, Calif./Corning Fecal 
51. Isaac Ava ILB- 5-10 265 Sr.-2L* Ewa Beach, Hawaii/St. Louis 16 Morgan Mahalak QB 6-3 195  Fr.-HS Kentfield, Calif./Marin Catholic 
65 Stetzon Bair OL 6-9 290 Jr-1L* St. Anthony, Idaho/lowa Western CC. 50 Austin Maloata DL 6-1 313 Fr-HS American Samoa/Centennial [CA] Ci 
56 Alex Balducci DL 6-4 310 Jr.-2L Portland, Ore./Central Catholic 22 Derrick Malone Jr. ILB 6-2 220  Sr.-3L* Colton, Calif./Colton 
31 Kenny Bassett RB 5-9 185  Sr.-2L* Beverly Hills, Calif./Beverly Hills 37 Michael Manns DB 5-11 172 So. -SQ* Molalla, Ore./Molalla 
81 Evan Baylis TE 6-6 250 So.-IL* Centennial, Col./Grandview 8 Marcus Mariota QB 6-4 219 Jr-2L* Honolulu, Hawaii/St. Louis 
36 Kani Benoit RB 6-0 205 Fr.-RS* Phoenix, Ariz./Phx. Thunderbird 9 Byron Marshall RB 5-10 205 Jr.-2L San Jose, Calif./Valley Christian ID 
27 = Jeff Bieber WR 6-2 178 Fr.-HS Beaverton, Ore./Sunset 3 Dior Mathis CB 5-9 179  Sr.-3L* Detroit, Mich./Cass Tech 
57 Doug Brenner OL 6-2 305 Fr.-RS* Portland, Ore./Jesuit 46 Danny Mattingly ILB 6-5 250 Fr.-RS* Spokane, Wash./Mead 7 HW \ 
15 Jalen Brown WR 6-1 188  Fr-HS Phoenix, Ariz./Mountain Pointe 90 Jake McCreath Uz 6-3 235 So.-JC* Ripon, Calif./Modesto JC/Ripon ‘aw 
— Pharaoh Brown TE 6-6 250 Jr.-2L Lyndhurst, Ohio/Brush 70 Matt McFadden OL 6-4 321 So.-SQ* Novato, Calif./Marin Catholic pe 
44 DeForest Buckner DL 6-7 290 Jr-2L Waianae, Hawaii/Punahou 21 Mattrell McGraw DB 5-10 179 Fr.-HS New Orleans, La./John Curtis 
58 Tanner Carew LS 6-1 200 Fr.-HS Chino Hills, Calif./Damien 66 Devin Melendez LS 6-2. 205  Fr.-HS_ La Habra, Calif./La Habra 
42 Cody Carriger OLB 6-6 240 So.-1L* Butte, Mont./Butte 63 Davis Miyashiro-Saipaia OL 6-2. 300 Fr.-HS_ Honolulu, Hawaii/Punahou 
87 Darren Carrington WR 6-2 191 Fr.-RS* San Diego, Calif./Horizon 92 Henry Mondeaux DL 6-5 256 Fr.-HS_ Portland, Ore./Jesuit 
33 Tyson Coleman OLB 6-1 235 Jr.-2L* Lake Oswego, Ore./Lake Oswego 83 Johnny Mundt TE 6-4 250 So.-IL Modesto, Calif./Central Catholic 
73 Tyrell Crosby OL 6-5 310 Fr.-HS Henderson, Nev./Green Valley 6 Charles Nelson WR 5-8 170 Fr.-HS_ Daytona Beach, Fla./Seabreeze 
19 Austin Daich WR 6-3 200 So.-SQ* Aptos, Calif./Watsonville 26 Khalil Oliver DB 6-0 197 Fr.-HS Meridian, Idaho/Rocky Mountain 
45 T.J. Daniel DL 6-6 270 So.-1L* Oakland, Calif./Bishop O’Dowd 62 Matt Pierson OL 6-6 285 Jr.-1L* West Linn, Ore./Jesuit tie, 
8 Reggie Daniels S 6-1 205 So.-1L* Chandler, Ariz./Hamilton 76 Jake Pisarcik OL 6-2 295 Fr.-RS* Medford, N.J./Shawnee WH 
4 Erick Dargan S) 5-11 210 Sr.-3L* Pittsburg, Calif./Pittsburg 68 Jamal Prater OL 6-4 296 Jr.-SQ* Etiwanda, Calif./Etiwanda STF 
67 Tanner Davies OL 6-3 294  Fr.-HS Eugene, Ore./Sheldon 86 Torrodney Prevot OLB 6-3 222  So.-IL Houston, Texas/Alief Taylor fam 
5 Issac Dixon DB 5-11 197  Jr.-2L* Opa Locka, Fla./Monsignor Pace 27 Johnny Ragin III ILB 6-3. 225 So.-TR Wilsonville, Ore./California 
71 Braden Eggert OL 6-6 320. Fr.-HS Napa, Calif./Napa 2 Tyree Robinson Ss 6-4 200 Fr.-RS* San Diego, Calif./Lincoln Ci 
93 Alec Eickert K S10 175) Jr-TR St. Charles, Ill./Taylor University 34 Lane Roseberry RB 6-1 233  So.-IL Bly, Ore./Lakeview 
14 Ifo Ekpre-Olomu CB 5-10 195 Sr.-3L Chino Hills, Calif./Chino Hills 41 Aidan Schneider K 6-4 240 Fr.-HS Portland, Ore./Grant 
26 Casey Eugenio WR 5-8 176 Fr.-HS San Clemente, Calif./JSerra 82 Zac Schuller WR 5-10 180  Jr.-JC Moss Beach, Calif./City College of SF 
52. Ivan Faulhaber OLB 6-2 224 Fr.-RS* Eugene, Ore./Sheldon 12 Chris Seisay CB 6-1 187 Fr.-RS* American Canyon, Calif./Am. Canyon nO 
75 Jake Fisher OL 6-6 300 Sr-3L Traverse City, Mich./Traverse City West 93 Jason Sloan DL 6-3. 210  Fr.-RS* Salem, Ore./McKay 
30 Ayele Forde WR 5-7. 181 Sr.-3L* Victorville, Calif./Silverado A8 Eric Solis K 5-10 192 Sr.-SQ* Panorama, Calif./Notre Dame F iii, 
21 Royce Freeman RB 5-11 229  Fr.-HS_ Imperial, Calif./Imperial 1 Arrion Springs DB 5-11 203  Fr.-HS_ San Antonio, Texas/Roosevelt ‘ nu FA 
96 Christian French OLB 6-5 245 = Jr.-2L* Cedar Rapids, lowa/John F. Kennedy 85 Dwayne Stanford WR 6-5 201 So.-1L* Cincinnati, Ohio/Taft 
57 Mike Garrity OLB 6-1 235 Sr.-SQ* San Carlos, Calif./Archbishop Riordan 95 Spencer Stark DL 6-2. 270 Fr.-HS Modesto, Calif./Central Catholic eel 
97 Will Genske TE 6-4 215 Fr.-HS Pasadena, Calif./Pasadena Poly 54 Hamani Stevens OL 6-3 307 Sr.-3L* Hemet, Calif./Hemet 
74 Elijah George OL 6-5 275  Fr.-RS* Las Vegas, Nev./Arbor View 40 Taylor Stinson TE 6-5 225  Fr.-HS Happy Valley, Ore./Clackamas Ci 
55 Hroniss Grasu OL 6-3 297 Sr.-3L* Los Angeles, Calif./Crespi 61 Brigham Stoehr OL 6-0 274 Fr.-RS* Moorpark, Calif./Moorpark 
3 Ty Griffin QB 6-0 191 Fr.-TR* Powder Springs, Ga./Ga. Tech 18 Jimmie Swain ILB 6-2. 225  Fr.-HS Olathe, Kan./Olathe North 
48 Rodney Hardrick ILB 6-1 247 = Jr.-2L* Colton, Calif./Colton 55 Tui Talia DL 6-5 285 Jr-JC Concord, Calif./Diablo Valley College 
32 Eddie Heard OLB 6-3 245 So.-JC Oakland, Calif./Laney College 59 Grant Thompson ILB 5-11 230. Sr.-2L* Cottage Grove, Ore./Cottage Grove Ww 
13° Troy Hill CB 5-11 175 Sr.-3L* Youngstown, Ohio/St. Bonaventure [CA] 89 Chris Tewhill WR 5-8 180 So.-RS* Corte Madera, Calif./College of Marin 
11 Justin Hollins OLB 6-6 220 Fr.-HS Arlington, Texas/Martin 24 Thomas Tyner RB 5-11 215 So.-1L_ Aloha, Ore./Aloha Wil \ 
78 Cameron Hunt OL 6-4 290  So.-1L Corona, Calif./Centennial 79 Evan Voeller OL 6-5 295 Fr.-RS* West Linn, Ore./West Linn VY 
25 Glen lhenacho DB 5-11 185  Fr.-HS Carson, Calif./Serra 35 Joe Walker ILB 6-2 240 Jr-1L Palos Verdes, Calif./L.A. Harbor Coll. =i 
20 Tony James RB 5-9 180  Fr.-HS_ Gainesville, Fla./Gainesville 91 Tony Washington OLB 6-3 250 = Sr.-3L* Rancho Cucamonga, Calif./Los Osos 
97 Jalen Jelks DL 6-6 268 Fr.-HS Phoenix, Ariz./Desert Vista 60 Jim Weber OL 6-2 257  Fr.-HS Beaverton, Ore. (Southridge HS) 
53 Connor Johnson LS 6-3 222  Fr.-RS* Moorpark, Calif./Oaks Christian 38 lan Wheeler P 6-0 200 Fr.-RS* Demorest, Ga./Habersham Central 
64 Tyler Johnstone OL 6-6 289 Jr-2L* Chandler, Ariz./Hamilton 17 Juwaan Williams Ss 6-0 190. Fr.-RS* Tucker, Ga./Tucker 
37 J.J. Jones RB 5-9 170 So.-SQ* Los Angeles, Calif./Harvard-Westlake AQ Matt Wogan K 6-2. 210  So.-1L_ Indian Trail, N.C./Porter Ridge 
80 Koa Ka‘ai TEs 6-4 245 Jr-2L* Honolulu, Hawaii/Kamehameha 43 Bronson Yim DB 5-10 185 Jr.-SQ* Kapahulu, Hawaii/St. Louis 
99 Sam Kamp DL 6-4 290  Jr.-2L* Mesa, Ariz./Mountain View 72 Andre Yruretagoyena OL 6-5 290 Jr.-1L* Scottsdale, Ariz./Chaparral 
23 B.J. Kelley WR 6-2 185 Jr.-2L* Fresno, Calif./Central AN 
40 Jesse Kelly K 6-0 168 Fr.-HS Ventura, Calif./St. Bonaventure “Utilized Redshirt Year Wl 
94 Jonathan Kenion DL 6-2 275 Fr.-RS* Happy Valley, Ore./So. Oregon SY 
98 Jordan Kurahara DL 6-8 220 Fr.-HS Sherwood, Ore./Sherwood [== 
41 Jarret LaCoste RB 5-11 199  Jr.-TR* Albany, Ore./College of Siskyous dy 
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Ivan Faulhaber 
Connor Johnson 
Hamani Stevens 
Hroniss Grasu 
Tui Talia 

Alex Balducci 
Doug Brenner 
Mike Garrity 
Tanner Carew 
Grant Thompson 
Jim Weber 
Brigham Stoehr 
Matt Pierson 


Davis Miyashiro-Saipaia 


Tyler Johnstone 
Stetzon Bair 
Devin Melendez 
Tanner Davies 
Jamal Prater 
Matt McFadden 
Braden Eggert 


Andre Yruretagoyena 


Tyrell Crosby 
Elijah George 
Jake Fisher 

Jake Pisarcik 
Haniteli Lousi 
Cameron Hunt 
Evan Voeller 

Koa Ka‘ai 

Evan Baylis 

Zac Schuller 
Johnny Mundt 
Dwayne Stanford 
Torrodney Prevot 
Darren Carrington 
Chris Tewhill 
Jake McCreath 
Tony Washington 
Henry Mondeaux 
Jason Sloan 

Alec Eickert 
Jonathan Kenion 
Spencer Stark 
Christian French 
Will Genske 
Jalen Jelks 
Jordan Kurahara 
Sam Kamp 
Pharaoh Brown 
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OREGON DEPTH CHART 


WR 9 Byron Marshall 5-10 205 Wie DE 9 Arik Armstead 6-8 290 Jr. KO 49 Matt Wogan 6-2 210 So. 
-or- 55 Tui Talia 6-4 285 Jr. 41 Aidan Schneider 6-4 240 Fr. 
85 Dwayne Stanford 6-5 201 So. NG 56 Alex Balducci 6-4 310 r. PK 41 Aidan Schneider 6-4 240 Fr. 
WR 7 Keanon Lowe 5-9 186 Sr. 99 Sam Kamp 6-4 290 Jr. -or- 
87 Darren Carrington 6-2 191 Fr. DE 44 DeForest Buckner 67 290 Ir 49 Matt Wogan 6-2 210 So. 
WR 5. Devon Allen 6-0 185 Fr. 45 T.J. Daniel 6-6 270 So P 38 lan Wheeler 6-0 200 Fr. 
6 Charles Nelson 5-8 170 Fr. OLB91 Tony Washington 6-3. 250 Sr 49 Matt Wogan 6-2 210 So. 
LT 75 Jake Fisher 6-6 300 Sr. 96 Christian French 6-5 245 Jr. KR 6 Charles Nelson 5-8 170 Fr. 
73 Tyrell Crosby 6-5 310 Fr. ILB 48 Rodney Hardrick 6-1 247 Jr 7 Keanon Lowe 5-9 186 Sr. 
LG 54 Hamani Stevens 6-3. 307 Sr. 46 Danny Mattingly 6-5 250 Fr. KR 9 Byron Marshall 5-1 205 Jr. 
72 Andre Yruetagoyena 6-5 290 Jr. ILB 35 Joe Walker 6-2 240 Tr 5 Devon Allen 6-0 185 Fr. 
C55 Hroniss Grasu 6-3 297 Sr. 22 Derrick Malone Jr. 6-2 220 Sr. PR 6 Charles Nelson 5-8 170 Fr. 
57 Doug Brenner 6-2 305 rr OLB33 Tyson Coleman 6-1 235 Jr. ~OF- 
RG 78 Cameron Hunt 6-4 290 So. 86 Torrodney Prevot 6-3. 222 So. 10_Jonathan Lloyd 5-8 165 Sr. 
76 Jake Pisarcik 6-2 295 Fr. CB 12 Chris Seisay 6-1 187 Fr. LS 58 Tanner Carew 6-1 200 Fr. 
RT 73 Tyrell Crosby 6-5 310 Fr. 3 Dior Mathis 5-9 179 Sr. 66 Devin Melendez 6-2 205 Fr. 
-Or- ; S 4 Erick Dargan 5-11. 210 Sr. H 12 Taylor Alie 6-0 175 Fr. 
62 Matt Pierson 6-6 285 dr. 2 Tyree Robinson 6-4 200 Fr. 
TE 81 Evan Baylis 6-6 250 So. S 8 Reggie Daniels 6-1 205 So. 
83 Johnny Mundt 6-4 250 So. 17. Juwaan Williams 6-0 190 Fr. 
QB 8 Marcus Mariota 6-4 219 Jr. CB 13 Troy Hill 5-11 175 Sr. 
17 Jeff Lockie 6-2 200 So. 3 Dior Mathis 5-9 179 Sr. 
RB 21 Royce Freeman 5-11 229 Fr. 
24 Thomas Tyner 5-11 215 So. 


OHIO STATE DEPTH CHART 


LT 68 Taylor Decker 6-7 315 Jr. DE 97 Joey Bosa 6-5 278 So 
74 Jamarco Jones 6-4 306 Fr. 59 Tyquan Lewis 6-3 260 Fr. 
LG 54 Billy Price 64 312. Ft 10 _Jalyn Holmes 6-4 262 ‘Fr. 
51 Joel Hale 6-4 310 Sr DT 92 Adolphus Washington 6-4 295 Jr 
78 Demetrius Knox 6-3 308 Fr. 52 Donovan Munger 6-4 300 _ Fr. 
C50 Jacoby Boren 6-1 290 Jr 72 Chris Carter 6-4 339 Jr 
65 Pat Elflein 6-3 300 So DT 63 Michael Bennett 6-2 288 Sr 
73 Antonio Underwood 6-2 303 Jr. 90 Tommy Schutt 6-2 295 Jr 
RG 65 Pat Elflein 6-3 300 So 77 Michael Hill 6-2 305 Fr 
57 Chase Farris 6-5 300 Jr. DE 88 Steve Miller 6-3 255 Sr 
73 Antonio Underwood 6-2 303 Jr. 17 Rashad Frazier 6-4 272 Sr. 
RT 76 Darryl Baldwin 6-6 307 Sr. SLB 43 Darron Lee 6-2 228 Fr. 
57 Chase Farris 6-5 300 Jr 35 Chris Worley 6-2 222 Fr. 
TE 5 Jeff Heuerman 6-5 255 Sr. 38 Craig Fada 6-0 233 Jr 
81 Nick Vannett 6-6 260 Jr. MLB 14 Curtis Grant 6-3 238 Sr 
WRG E S r 5 Raekwon McMillan 6-2. 240 _ Fr. 
84 Corey Smith a 55 Cam Williams 61 228 Jr 
QB 12 Cardale Jones 6-5 250 So. WLB 37 Joshua Perry 6-4 252 Jr. 
13_ Stephen Collier 6-3 220 Fr SSA Oe 

RB 15 Ezekiel Elliott 6-0 225 So : 
4 Curtis Samuel 5-11 196 Fr. cB ea, Apple 61 198 Fr. 
== wettet eel a = 19 Gareon Conley 6-0 190 Fr. 

WR 3. Michael Thomas 6-3 203 So : 

9 Devin Smith 6-1 199 Sr. SAF 23 Tyvis Powell 6-3. 208 So 
. 20 Ron Tanner 6-0 205 Jr. 
H-B 17 Jalin Marshall 5-11. 205 Fr. 1 Erick Smith 6-0 198 Fr. 
oenaneauene 61 240 Fr | SAF 11 Vonn Bell 5-11 200 So. 
16 Cam Burrows 6-0 210 So. 
CB 12 Doran Grant 5-11 193 Sr. 
26 Armani Reeves 5-10 198 Jr. 

-or- 
7 Damon Webb 5-10 190 Fr. 
Nickel 26 Armani Reeves 5-10 198 Jr. 

-or- 
16 Cam Burrows 6-0 210 So. 


SPECIALISTS 


K 96 Sean Nuernberger 6-1. 230 Fr. 
KO 39 Kyle Clinton 6-1 218 Sr. 
P 95 Cameron Johnston 6-0 195 So. 
96 Sean Nuernberger 6-1 230 Fr. 
LS 41 Bryce Haynes 6-4 220 Jr. 
32 Russell Doup 6-2 210 Sr. 
H 95 Cameron Johnston 6-0 195 So. 
17 Jalin Marshall 5-11. 205 Fr. 
PR 17 Jalin Marshall 5-11. 205 Fr. 
KR 4 Curtis Samuel 5-11 196 Fr. 
- and - 
6 Evan Spencer 6-2 208 Sr. 


TW & © 2015 Tumer Entertainment Networks, inc. A Time Warner Company. Al Rights Reserved. NCAA and March Madness are trademarks of the National Collegiate Atvetc Associaton. 
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Johnnie Dixon 
Erick Smith 
Marshon Lattimore 
Dontre Wilson 
Khaleed Franklin 
Michael Thomas 
Michael Lawless 
Curtis Samuel 
Jeff Heuerman 
Raekwon McMillan 
Braxton Miller 
Evan Spencer 
Zach Turnure 
Damon Webb 
Kevin Niehoff 
Nick Tensing 
Tim Scott 

Devin Smith 
Jalyn Holmes 
Alec Schuster 
Vonn Bell 

Justin Cook 
Doran Grant 
Cardale Jones 
Eli Apple 
Stephen Collier 
Curtis Grant 
Jake Russell 
Ezekiel Elliott 
Luke Morgan 
J.T. Barrett 

Cam Burrows 
Rashad Frazier 
Jalin Marshall 
Kato Mitchell 
Nik Sarac 
Gareon Conley 
Joe Ramstetter 
Devlin McDaniel 
Ron Tanner 
Parris Campbell 
Trevon Forte 
Tyvis Powell 
Isaiah Williams 
Guy Ferrelli 
Malik Hooker 
Bri‘onte Dunn 
Armani Reeves 
Warren Ball 
Michael Cibene 
Mike Maduko 
Devan Bogard 
Russell Doup 
Dante Booker 


Jeffie Johnson 
Chris Worley 
Trey Johnson 
Joshua Perry 
Craig Fada 
Kyle Clinton 
Bryce Haynes 


SAF 


SAF 


SAF 


SAF 


SAF 


SAF 


SAF 
SAF 


NO 
42 
42 
43 
44 
44 
46 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
54 
55 
57 
58 
59 
61 
62 
63 
64 
65 
66 
67 
68 
69 
70 
7) 
U2. 
73 
74 
75 
76 


77 


78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
87 
88 
89 
90 
91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 


NAME 

Aaron Mawhirter 
Darius Slade 
Darron Lee 

Kyle Berger 
Chris Rock 

Nick Snyder 

Joe Burger 

Sam Hubbard 
Jacoby Boren 
Joel Hale 
Donovan Munger 
Billy Price 

Cam Williams 
Chase Farris 
Sam York 
Tyquan Lewis 
Logan Gaskey 
R.J. Morris 
Michael Bennett 
Marcelys Jones 
Pat Elflein 

Kyle Dodson 
John Glesser 
Taylor Decker 
Ethan Zucal 
Chris Fong 

Kyle Trout 

Chris Carter 
Antonio Underwood 
Jamarco Jones 
Evan Lisle 
Darryl Baldwin 


Michael Hill 


Demetrius Knox 
Brady Taylor 

Noah Brown 

Nick Vannett 
James Clark 

Terry McLaurin 
Corey Smith 
Marcus Baugh 
Peter Gwilym 
Steve Miller 

Jeff Greene 
Tommy Schutt 
Aaron Parry 
Adolphus Washington 
Tracy Sprinkle 
Dylan Thompson 
Cameron Johnston 
Sean Nuernberger 
Joey Bosa 


ROSTER 


When it comes to football, we only do it one way: BIG. From state 
championships to national championships, Dallas has been home to them all. 
And once you experience those winning moments in a city like ours, we know 


you ll want to come back for more. 


Make a play at VisitDallas.com/Sports. 
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43 
59 


NAME 

Eli Apple 
Darryl Baldwin*** 
Warren Ball* 

JT. Barrett 
Marcus Baugh 
Vonn Bell* 
Michael Bennett*** 
#Kyle Berger 
Devan Bogard** 
Dante Booker 
Jacoby Boren* 
Joey Bosa* 
Noah Brown 
Joe Burger* 
Cam Burrows* 
Parris Campbell 
Chris Carter** 
Michael Cibene 
James Clark 
Kyle Clinton 
Stephen Collier 
Gareon Conley 
Justin Cook 
Taylor Decker** 
#Johnnie Dixon 
Kyle Dodson 
Russell Doup 
Brionte Dunn* 
Pat Elflein* 
Ezekiel Elliott* 
Craig Fada* 
Chase Farris** 
Guy Ferrelli 
Chris Fong 
Trevon Forte 
Khaleed Franklin 
Rashad Frazier 
Logan Gaskey 
John Glesser 
Curtis Grant*** 
Doran Grant*** 
Jeff Greene 
Peter Gwilym 
Joel Hale*** 
Bryce Haynes** 
Jeff Heuerman*** 
Michael Hill 

Jalyn Holmes 
Malik Hooker 
Sam Hubbard 
Jeffie Johnson 
Trey Johnson* 
Cameron Johnston* 
Cardale Jones 
Jamarco Jones 
Marcelys Jones 
Demetrius Knox 
#Marshon Lattimore 
Michael Lawless 


Darron Lee 


Tyquan Lewis 


SAF 


SAF 


SAF 


SAF 


SAF 


5-11 


5-11 


So./Fr. 
Gr./Sr. 
Jr./So. 
So./Fr. 


So./Fr. 


So./So. 


Sr./Sr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Jer. 
Fr./Fr. 
Jr/Jr. 


So./So. 


Fr./Fr. 
Jrdr. 


So./So. 


Fr./Fr. 
Sid Sip 


So./So. 


So./Fr. 
5th/Sr. 
Fr./Fr. 
So./Fr. 
Fr. /Fr 
Jr/Jr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Jr./So. 
5th/Sr. 
Jr./So. 


Jr./So. 


So./So. 


Jr.Jr. 
Sr./r. 
Fr./Fr. 
Sr. 
Fr./Fr. 


So./So. 


5th/Sr. 


So./So. 


Sr./Sr. 
Sr./Sr. 
Sr./Sr. 
Sr.yr. 
Sr./Sr. 
Sr./Sr. 
Sr./sr. 
Sr./Sr. 
So./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Jr/Sr. 


So./So. 


So./So. 


Jr./So. 
Fr./Fr. 


Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 
Fr./Fr. 


So./So. 


So./Fr. 


So./Fr. 


HOMETOWN/HS 

Voorhees, N.J./Eastern 

Solon, Ohio/Solon 

Columbus, Ohio/St. Francis DeSales 
Wichita Falls, Texas/Rider 

Riverside, Calif./J.W. North 

Rossville, Ga./Ridgeland 
Centerville, Ohio/Centerville 
Cleveland, Ohio/St. Ignatius 
Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville 

Akron, Ohio/St. Vincent-St. Mary 
Pickerington, Ohio/Central 

Fort Lauderdale, Fla./St. Thomas Aquinas 
Sparta, N.J./Pope John XXIII 
Cincinnati, Ohio/LaSalle 

Trotwood, Ohio/Trotwood Madison 
Akron, Ohio/St. Vincent-St. Mary 
Cleveland, Ohio/Kennedy 

Fort Lauderdale, Fla./Pine Crest 
New Smyrna Beach, Fla./N.S.B. 
Dublin, Ohio/Coffman 

Leesburg, Ga./Lee County 
Massillon, Ohio/Washington 
Philadelphia, Pa./Western Reserve Acad. 
Vandalia, Ohio/Butler 

West Palm Beach, Fla./Dwyer 
Cleveland, Ohio/Cleveland Heights 
Mt. Vernon, Ohio/Mt. Vernon 
Canton, Ohio/GlenOak 
Pickerington, Ohio/North 

St. Louis, Mo./Burroughs 
Columbus,Ohio/Bishop Watterson 
Elyria, Ohio/Elyria 

Columbus, Ohio/Bishop Ready 
Troy/Troy, Ohio 

Youngstown, Ohio/Cardinal Mooney 
Columbus, Ohio/Beechcroft 
Middletown, Ohio/Middletown 

Long Grove, III./Adlai E. Stevenson 
Curtice, Ohio/Clay 

Richmond, Va./Hermitage 

Akron, Ohio/St. Vincent-St. Mary 
Peachtree City, Ga./Starr’s Mill 
Freeport, Maine/Cheverus 
Greenwood, Ind./Center Grove 
Cumming, Ga./Pinecrest Academy 
Naples, Fla./Barron Collier 
Pendleton, S.C./Pendleton 

Norfolk, Va./Lake Taylor 

New Castle, Pa./New Castle 
Cincinnati, Ohio/Archbishop Moeller 
Hilliard, Ohio/Bradley 
Lawrenceville, Ga./Central Gwinnett 
Geelong, Australia/St. Joseph's 
Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville 

Chicago, IIl./De La Salle 

Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville 

Fort Worth, Texas/All Saints Episcopal 
Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville 

Dover, Ohio/Tuscarawas Central Catholic 
New Albany, Ohio/New Albany 


Tarboro, N.C./Tarboro 


NO NAME POS HT WT HOMETOWN/HS 


75 Evan Lisle OL 6-6 300 So./Fr. Centerville, Ohio/Centerville 

29 Mike Maduko SAF 5-9 190 _ Fr./Fr. Naperville, IIl./Montini Catholic 

17 Jalin Marshall H-B 5-11 205 So./Fr. Middletown, Ohio/Middletown 

42 Aaron Mawhirter LS 6-2 230 So./So. Sandusky, Ohio/Perkins 

20 Devlin McDaniel WR 5-11. 200 So./So. Marion, Ohio/Marion Pleasant\ 

83 Terry McLaurin WR 6-0 195 Fr./Fr. Indianapolis, Ind./Cathedral 

5 Raekwon McMillan LB 6-2 240 Fr./Fr. Hinesville, Ga./Liberty County 

5 #Braxton Miller*** QB 6-2 217 Sr/Sr. Huber Heights, Ohio/Wayne 

88 Steve Miller*** DL 6-3 255 Sr/Sr. Canton, Ohio/McKinley 

18 Kato Mitchell WR 5-11 190  Jr/Jr. Cleveland, Ohio/John Hay 

15 Luke Morgan QB 6-2 225 So./So. Lebanon, Ohio/Lebanon 

62 R.J. Morris OL 6-2 305 Fr./Fr. Naperville, Ill./Naperville 

52 Donovan Munger DL 6-4 300 So./Fr. Shaker Heights, Ohio/Shaker Hts. 

8 Kevin Niehoff SAF 6-3 205 JrjJr. Mason, Ohio/Mason 

96 Sean Nuernberger K 6-1 230 Fr./Fr. Buckner, Ky./Oldham County H.S. 
91 Aaron Parry DL 6-5 265 So./So. Zanesville, Ohio/Bishop Rosecrans 
37 Joshua Perry** LB 6-4 252 = JrjJr. Galena, Ohio/Olentangy 

23 Tyvis Powell* SAF 6-3 208 Jr./So. Bedford, Ohio/Bedford 

54 Billy Price OG 6-4 312 So./Fr. Austintown, Ohio/Fitch 

19 Joe Ramstetter WR 6-3 210 So./So. Cincinnati, Ohio/Elder 

26 Armani Reeves** CB 5-10 198 Jr/Jr. West Roxbury, Mass./Catholic Mem. 
44 Chris Rock TE 6-3 265 Sr/Jr. Columbus, Ohio/DeSales 

14 Jake Russell P 6-1 198 JrjJr. Twinsburg, Ohio/Twinsburg 

4 Curtis Samuel RB 5-11 196 Fr./Fr. Brooklyn, N.Y./Erasmus 

18 Nik Sarac CB 5-9 183 Sr./Sr. Cleveland, Ohio/St. Ignatius 

10 Alec Schuster K/P 6-1 205 Fr./Fr. Charlotte N.C./Weddington 

90 Tommy Schutt** DL 6-2 295 Jr/Jr. Glen Ellyn, Ill./Glenbard 

9 Tim Scott K 5-11 185 Sr./Sr. Norton, Ohio/ Norton 

42 Darius Slade DL 6-4 245 Fr./Fr. Montclair, N.J./Montclair 

84 Corey Smith WR 6-0 190 Sr/Jr. Akron, Ohio/Buchtel & East Miss. C.C. 
9 Devin Smith*** WR 6-1. 199 _ Sr./Sr. Massillon, Ohio/Washington 

1 Erick Smith SAF 6-0 198 Fr./Fr. Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville 

46 Nick Snyder LB 6-1 215 JrjJr. Columbus, Ohio/Westerville South 
6 Evan Spencer*** WR 6-2 208 Sr./Sr. Vernon Hills, Ill./Vernon Hills 

93 Tracy Sprinkle DL 6-3 285 So./Fr. Elyria, Ohio/Elyria 

20 Ron Tanner** SAF 6-0 205 Sr/Jr. Columbus, Ohio/Eastmoor Academy 
8 Nick Tensing QB 6-5 205 Fr./Fr. Cincinnati, Ohio/St. Xavier 

79 #Brady Taylor OL 6-5 295 Fr./Fr. Columbus, Ohio/Bishop Ready 

3 Michael Thomas* WR 6-3 203  Jr./So. Los Angeles, Calif./Woodland Hills Taft 
94 #Dylan Thompson DL 6-4 275 Fr./Fr. Lombard, Ill./Montini Catholic 

71 Kyle Trout OL 6-6 312. Fr./Fr. Lancaster, Ohio/Lancaster 

6 Zach Turnure LB 6-1 230 So. St. Louis, Mo./CBC 

73 Antonio Underwood** OL 6-2 303 Sr/Jr. Shaker Heights, Ohio/Shaker Heights 
81 Nick Vannett** TE 6-6 260 Sr/Jr. Westerville, Ohio/Central 

92 Adolphus Washington** DL 6-4 295 JrjJr. Cincinnati, Ohio/Taft 

7 Damon Webb CB 5-10 190 Fr./Fr. Detroit, Mich./Cass Tech 

55 Cam Williams** LB 6-1 228 = Jr/Jr. West Roxbury, Mass./Catholic Mem. 
23 Isaiah Williams WR 6-3 208 Fr./Fr. Dayton, Ohio/Northmont 

2  Dontre Wilson* H-B 5-10 188 So./So. DeSoto, Texas/DeSoto 

35 Chris Worley LB 6-2 222 So./Fr. Cleveland, Ohio/Glenville 

58 Sam York LS. 6-1 207 Fr./Fr. Marblehead, Mass./Marblehead 

69 Ethan Zucal OL 6-2 270 Sr. New Philadelphia, Ohio/New Phil. 


*Indicates varsity letters won; #Injured and out for the season 


Plano, Texas. Smart people. Smart place.” 


Toyota Motor North America 


or orn ei Smart choice. 


Hilti North America 


go © AE Conga ittaP 


Pizza Hut/Yum! Restaurants International Frito-Lay Ericsson 


Plano provides companies access to the entire Dallas/Fort Worth Metroplex. We're only 
30 minutes away from DFW International Airport. Plano boasts a lower cost of living, less taxes Y 


Rent-A-Center 


Plano 


and a young, talented and highly educated workforce. Call us or go online at planotexas.org Economic Development 


and find out why CEOs choose Plano. 


5601 Granite Parkway © Suite 310 © Plano, Texas 75024 © 972-208-8300 © planotexas.org 


You know that noise 
your heart makes 
when you work out? 


IT’S CALLED APPLAUSE. 


Think of each beat as your heart’s way of cheering you on for staying physically active. Want a 
standing ovation? Try keeping your diet low in cholesterol and 


(e 
American Heart 
saturated fat too. For more ways to lower your risk of heart Associatione 
attack and stroke, visit www.americanheart.org or call 1-800-AHA-USA1. 


Learn and Live. 


This space provided as a public service. © 1999, American Heart Association 
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ELI 
APPLE 


Sophomore 


& 


MICHAEL 
BENNETT 


Senior 


> 
NOAH 
BROWN 


Freshman 


DARRYL 


BALDWIN 


Graduate 


nA 


WARREN 
BALL 


Junior 


MARCUS VONN 


JT. 
BARRETT BAUGH BELL 
Sophomore Sophomore Sophomore 


KYLE 
BERGER 


Freshman 


DEVAN 
BOGARD 


Junior 


JACOBY JOEY 


BOOKER BOREN BOSA 
Freshman Junior Sophomore 


rn 


BURGER 


Junior 


CAM 


BURROWS 


Sophomore 


< A 
PARRIS CHRIS MICHAEL 
CAMPBELL CARTER CIBENE 
Freshman Senior Sophomore 


) JAMES 
CLARK 


Sophomore 


JOHNNIE 
DIXON 


Freshman 


KYLE 
CLINTON 


Senior 


~~ 

2 
KYLE 
DODSON 


Junior 


STEPHEN 
COLLIER 


Freshman 


RUSSELL 
DOUP 


Senior 


GAREON JUSTIN TAYLOR 


CONLEY COOK DECKER 
Sophomore Freshman Junior 


» £ 
BRI'ONTE PAT EZEKIEL 
DUNN ELFLEIN ELLIOTT 
Junior Junior Sophomore 


2015 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


CHASE GUY CHRIS TREVON 
FARRIS FERRELLI FONG FORTE 
Senior Freshman Senior Freshman 


‘(Beg ees 


RASHAD 
FRAZIER 


Senior 


LOGAN JOHN CURTIS DORAN 


GASKEY GLESSER GRANT GRANT 
Sophomore Senior Senior Senior 


KHALEED 
FRANKLIN 


Sophomore 


JEFF 
GREENE 


Senior 


SS 


/ Pr 
PETER JOEL JEFF MICHAEL JALYN 
GWILYM HALE HAYNES HEUERMAN HILL HOLMES 
Senior Senior Senior Senior Sophomore Freshman 


MALIK 
HOOKER 


Freshman 


a | 
*) 


=, 
er 
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JAMARCO 
JONES 


Freshman 


JEFFIE TREY. CAMERON 


SAM 
HUBBARD JOHNSON JOHNSON JOHNSTON 
Freshman Junior Sophomore Sophomore 


CARDALE 
JONES 


Junior 
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es 
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ZA, 1 
MARCELYS DEMETRIUS MARSHON MICHAEL DARRON 
JONES KNOX LATTIMORE LAWLESS LEE 
Freshman Freshman Freshman Sophomore Sophomore 
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TYQUAN = EVAN MIKE JALIN AARON DEVLIN 


LEWIS LISLE MADUKO MARSHALL MAWHIRTER McDANIEL 
Sophomore Sophomore Freshman Sophomore Sophomore Sophomore 


a 4 9 ~ R a) 


TERRY RAEKWON BRAXTON STEVE KATO LUKE 

McLAURIN McMILLAN MILLER MILLER MITCHELL MORGAN 
I E a5 1 

Freshman Freshman Senior Senior Junior Sophomore 


>< 
B 
R.J. DONOVAN KEVIN SEAN AARON JOSHUA 
MORRIS MUNGER NIEHOFF NUERNBERGER PARRY PERRY 
Freshman Sophomore Junior — Freshman Sophomore Junior 


< 4 : 

y) 2 > 
TYVIS BILLY JOE ARMANI CHRIS JAKE 
POWELL PRICE RAMSTETTER REEVES ROCK RUSSELL 
Junior Sophomore Sophomore Junior Senior Junior 


Lh » 


& " 
CURTIS NIK ALEC TOMMY TIM DARIUS 
SAMUEL SARAC SCHUSTER SCHUTT SCOTT SLADE 

Freshman Senior Freshman Junior Senior Freshman 


2015 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
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COREY DEVIN ERICK NICK i EVAN TRACY 
SMITH SMITH SMITH SNYDER \ SPENCER SPRINKLE 
Senior Senior Freshman Junior Senior Sophomore 


© SI 


8 


RON BRADY NICK MICHAEL DYLAN KYLE 


e SI 


TANNER TAYLOR TENSING THOMAS THOMPSON TROUT 
Senior Freshman Freshman Junior Freshman Freshman 


© SI 
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= 
ZA. ° i 7M 
ZACH ANTONIO NICK ADOLPHUS DAMON CAM 
TURNURE UNDERWOOD VANNETT WASHINGTON WEBB WILLIAMS WH 
Sophomore Senior Senior Junior Freshman Junior 


© ST 


i 


ISAIAH DONTRE CHRIS 


ETHAN 
WILLIAMS WILSON WORLEY ZUCAL 
Freshman Sophomore Sophomore Freshman Senior 
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OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY SPIRIT 


“THE BEST DAMN BAND IN THE LAND” WITH THEIR SIGNATURE “SCRIPT OHIO” 


“The Best Damn Band in the Land” is the 225-member, all 
brass and percussion Ohio State Marching Band that 
formed in 1879 as a military band. Also known as “The Pride 
of the Buckeyes,” the band is perhaps best known for the 
incomparable “Script Ohio.” The marching band made 
national headlines this football season with its unique and 
creative performances at Ohio State halftimes and visiting 
institutions. 


In addition to attending sporting events, The Ohio State 
University Spirit Program, which consists of cheerleaders, 
dance team and mascot Brutus Buckeye, has commitments 
to the university, charity and campus events, as well as fun- 
draisers throughout the year. Brutus Buckeye has been one 


BRUTUS BUCKEYE 


OHIO STATE CHEERLEADERS 


of the most visible symbols in college athletics for more 
than 40 years. In 1965 an art student designed and intro- 
duced the first Brutus, while the nickname was chosen 
in acontest. 


The Ohio State Spirit Program annually competes at the 
College Cheerleading and Dance Team national champion- 
ships in Orlando, Fla., each January and routinely finishes 
among the top squads in the country. Last season, the 
dance team had their best showing to date, earning a third 
place finish in Jazz and a runner-up finish in Pom—the 
highest overall placement since 1992. (®) 


— 
THE OHIO STATE MARCHING BAND 


oes es 
eT 
TO ORDER 


* ° T™ , i 
What is Built to Order °? (i ~N 
It’s a brand new home. Built just the way ( \e) ) 
you want it. All at a price you can afford. FF 
That’s Built to Order Only at KB Home select your customize a pick great energy efficient pay only for 
‘ : homesite home design decor options options save $$ what you? 


Discover the benefits of Built to Order. Visit kbhome.com today! 


HOME APPLIANCES 


Broker Cooperation Welcome. ©2011 KB Home (KBH). No affiliatior 
f Broker Co-op requires Broker t t 


Payment of 


Getting the 


WYNDHAM 


REWARDS 


when you book the Best Available Rate +2,000 
and stay Sunday — Thursday* 


when you book the Best Available Rate +1,000 
and stay Friday — Saturday* 


When you're going to the big game, you can rest easy knowing there's a Days Inn® along 


the way. And now when you stay with Days Inn and book one of these rates, you can score 
Wyndham Rewards® bonus points in addition to the points you earn for every dollar spent. 


SCORING POINTS HAS NEVER BEEN EASIER! 
Visit daysinn.com/bonuspoints to /earn more. 
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AUGUST 30, 2014 


Redshirt freshman J.T. Barrett threw for 226 yards and 
two touchdowns in his college debut, and No. 5 Ohio 
State beat Navy 34-17 for its 25th consecutive regular- 
season victory. 


Elevated into a starting role after senior Braxton Miller in- 
jured his right shoulder on Aug. 18, Barrett went 12 for 15 
— including an 80-yard touchdown pass to Devin Smith that 
put the Buckeyes up 20-14 with 4:10 left in the third quarter. 


Ohio State (1-O) won despite allowing Navy (0-1) to gain 370 
yards on the ground, including 118 by Ryan Williams-Jenkins. 


Barrett became the second freshman since 1950 to start a 
season opener at quarterback for Ohio State. He ran nine 
times for 50 yards, did not throw downfield often and relied 
heavily on a ground game that finally wore down the Mid- 
shipmen in the fourth quarter. 


After Navy closed to 20-17 with 13:54 remaining, the Buck- 
eyes launched a 10-play drive that featured just one pass. 
Ezekiel Elliott converted a fourth-and-1 from the Navy 45 and 
Barrett threw a 19-yard completion before Elliott ran in from 
the 10. 


Barrett’s 9-yard touchdown pass to Mike Thomas made it 
34-17 with 2:09 left. 


Navy held a 7-6 lead and was driving on the opening series 
of the second half when Joey Bosa hit Keenan Reynolds as 
the quarterback was tossing a pitch to Demond Brown. The 
ball went awry, and Darron Lee took it 61 yards the other way 
for a touchdown. 


The Midshipmen responded immediately. Williams-Jenkins 
ran 67 yards to the Ohio State 17, and Reynolds scored from 
the 1to put Navy up 14-13. That gave Reynolds a touchdown 
in nine straight games, tying the school record. 


Ohio State then turned the ball over on downs, when 
Elliott was stuck for a 2-yard loss on fourth down from the 
Navy 45. 


But the momentum turned when Smith got behind the Navy 
defense on the right side, broke a tackle and scored on the 
longest touchdown against the Midshipmen since an 
87-yarder by Tulane in November 2004. 


Navy drove to the Ohio State 18 on the final possession of 
the first half before Nick Sloan missed a 36-yard field goal, 
keeping the Buckeyes’ deficit at 7-6. ( 


2015 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


@) 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
EVENT SPONSORS 


LIVE IT TO BELIEVE IT 
visitmexico.com 


The Dallas Morning News 


ticketmaster’? = SportsDay 


Go GERDAU 


Wion. 


1S 


sea 


15 2 


15 2 


15 2 


15 2 


114 


Ohio State rallied from a 14-point deficit to tie the game in 
the fourth quarter, but ultimately were unable to pull out the 
come-from-behind win as Virginia Tech came away with the 
35-21 win at Ohio Stadium — snapping Ohio State’s 35- 
game home-opener win streak. 


VT’s Michael Brewer passed for two touchdowns and Vir- 
ginia Tech’s defense stood tough at the end. 


Keyshoen Jarrett had two interceptions and Donovan Riley re- 
turned another 63 yards for a touchdown in the final minute 
before a record crowd of 107,517 at enlarged Ohio Stadium. 


Brewer led the Hokies (2-0) to a 21-7 lead at the half. After his 
fumble led to the Buckeyes (1-1) pulling even on Ezekiel El- 
liott’s 15-yard run early in the fourth quarter, he led a 65-yard 
drive capped by a 10-yard scoring pass to Bucky Hodges 
with 8:44 left. 


Ohio State’s J.T. Barrett was 9-of-29 for 219 yards and a 
touchdown with three interceptions. He led all rushers with 
70 yards on 24 carries. 


Ohio State drew within a touchdown when Barrett tossed a 
short pass in the right flat to Michael Thomas, who spun and 


SEPTEMBER 6, 2014 


raced untouched the rest of the way for a 53-yard touch- 
down that left the Hokies up 21-14. 


Then Brewer, who had stared down Ohio State’s vaunted 
front all night, got hit from behind on a scramble by end 
Joey Bosa and fumbled, with Rashad Frazier recovering at 
the Virginia Tech 15. Two plays later, Elliott took an option 
pitch around right end and broke three tackles, tying it at 21 
with 11:40 left in the fourth quarter. 


Virginia Tech took over at its own 35 after an Ohio State 
kickoff went out of bounds. 


Deon Newsome went 22 yards on an end around and Rog- 
ers gained 17 more on a reverse on which he faked a pass 
and then picked his way downfield. 


On second and goal from the 10, Brewer fired a low, hard 
pass to the outside for Hodges to put Virginia Tech up 28-21. 


Riley put the icing on the win when he stepped in front of a 
Barrett pass and raced down the right sideline for the 63- 
yard score with 46 seconds left. @ 
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GAME 3: 


SEPTEMBER 13, 2014 


J.T. Barrett matched a school record with six touchdown 
passes — five in the first half — to lead the 22nd-ranked 
Buckeyes to a 66-0 victory over Kent State. 


The win was the 39th in a row over an in-state opponent for 
the Buckeyes (2-1), who haven't lost since a 7-6 setback to 
Oberlin in 1921. 


Curtis Samuel ran for two touchdowns and Smith ran for one 
and also caught a touchdown pass for the Buckeyes, who 
totaled 628 yards of offense while limiting Kent State to 126. 


A redshirt freshman who took over when three-year starting 
quarterback Braxton Miller was lost for the year with a shoul- 
der injury, Barrett finished 23 of 30 for 312 yards with an in- 
terception. He became the first Ohio State quarterback to 
throw for more than 300 yards since Heisman Trophy win- 
ner Troy Smith did against Michigan in 2006. 


The Golden Flashes hadn’t given up 60 points in a game 
since a 63-21 loss to Connecticut in 2002. The game repre- 
sented Kent State’s most lopsided loss since a 56-0 defeat 
at Miami (Ohio) in 1998. 


The Buckeyes scored early and often against the over- 
matched Flashes, who came in as 32-point underdogs. 


The first series of the second half provided one of the best 
highlights — the football version of a fire drill. Anthony Mel- 
chiori’s punt was blocked by Ohio State’s Jeff Greene, with 
teammate Ron Tanner picking up the loose ball and running. 
But he was caught from behind by Matthew Somers, who 
stripped the ball, which was recovered by Kent State’s Steve 
Nagy. Six players touched the ball before the ball ended up 
at the Golden Flashes 2, a loss of 32 yards. 


Moments later, the Buckeyes forced a punt and then scored 
on Barrett’s shovel pass to Jalin Marshall for three yards for 
a 52-0 lead. His sixth touchdown pass tied Kenny Guiton’s 
mark set a year ago against Florida A&M. 


Colin Reardon completed 14 of 27 passes for 76 yards with 
three interceptions for Kent State, with Nathan Strock 1 of 7 
for three yards. ( 
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SEPTEMBER 27, 2014 


J.T. Barrett passed for 330 yards and four touchdowns and 
Ezekiel Elliott ran for 182 yards and a score to lead No. 22 Ohio 
State past Gunner Kiel and Cincinnati 50-28. 


Kiel completed 21 of 32 passes for 352 yards and four scores 
for the Bearcats (2-1) in a game of wild momentum swings be- 
fore a stadium-record crowd of 108,362. 


The Buckeyes (3-1), who won their 40th consecutive game 
over an in-state opponent, totaled 710 yards. But their defense 
couldn't stop the Bearcats, who had wide-out Chris Moore 
catch three passes for 221 yards and three touchdowns. 


Not until Barrett hit Devin Smith with a 29-yard scoring pass 
early in the fourth quarter was it clear the Buckeyes would 
survive. The score made it 50-28. 


A freshman who took over after two-time Big Ten offensive 
player of the year Braxton Miller was lost for the season after 
shoulder surgery, Barrett hit on 26 of 36 passes and also ran 
for 79 yards on 14 carries. 


It was the first time Ohio State had topped 700 yards in 
offense since totaling 715 against Utah on Aug. 27, 1986. 


The Buckeyes picked up field goals of 25 and 42 yards by 
Sean Nuernberger on the first two touches of the second half. 


Down 36-28, Cincinnati had a chance to pull even on its next 
possession but Johnny Holton was called for offensive pass 
interference. The Bearcats were forced to punt, and that 
proved to be the last opportunity for the visitors to catch up. 


With Elliott and Rod Smith doing most of the damage on the 
ground, the Buckeyes came right back to cover 62 yards in six 
plays to push the lead to 43-28 before Barrett’s final touch- 
down pass put it out of reach. 


The Buckeyes led 30-21 at the half, but neither coach Urban 
Meyer nor Cincinnati’s Tommy Tuberville could have been 
happy in the locker room. Coming in, Tuberville was 2-0 
against Meyer when both were bumping heads in the SEC, 
Tuberville at Auburn and Meyer at Florida. ¢ 
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OCTOBER 4, 2014 


The 20th-ranked Buckeyes spoiled Maryland’s first home 
game as a member of the Big Ten. Freshman QB J.T. Barrett 
threw for 267 yards with four touchdowns and ran for 71 
yards and a score while RB Ezekiel Elliott finished with 139 
yards on the ground in the 52-24 win. 


Ohio State’s defense was just as dominant, holding the Ter- 
rapins to more than 100 yards below their season average 
and intercepting four Maryland passes. Sophomore Joey 
Bosa led the way with 2.5 TFL and 1.0 sack. 


The Buckeyes (4-1, 1-0) scored on drives lasting 3:01, 3:27, 
1:18, 1:46 and 0:05 to take a 31-10 halftime lead and hush the 
first sellout crowd at College Park in nearly six years. 


The Buckeyes might have never played Maryland before, 
but they marched up and down the field as if they owned 
the place. The Terrapins (4-2, 1-1) had an impressive Big Ten 
debut win on the road the previous week at Indiana, but 


their top highlight was a school-record 57-yard field goal by 
Brad Craddock. 


C.J. Brown started for Maryland despite leaving the Indiana 
victory with a sprained left wrist. He played the first half and 
was ineffective and often under pressure, completing 11 of 
18 passes for 71 yards with three sacks. He also threw an in- 
terception deep in Terrapins territory late in the half. 


For the second half, Maryland coach Randy Edsall turned to 
Caleb Rowe. The change mattered little to the outcome. The 
Buckeyes went back to work making the Terrapins look like, 
well, terrapins. An 80-yard drive needed only four plays 
and 1:27 before Barrett hit Devin Smith for a 30-yard 
down-the-middle strike to make it a four-touchdown lead. 


Rowe finished 13 for 22 for 173 yards with one touchdown 
and three interceptions, including one returned 19 yards by 
Raekwon McMillan for a Buckeyes score. ( 
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GAME 6: 


OCTOBER 18, 2014 


Ohio State is on a historic roll, and quarterback J.T. Barrett is 
leading the way. 


The freshman completed his first nine passes, ran for 107 
yards and two touchdowns and threw for three more scores 
to lead the 13th-ranked Buckeyes past Rutgers 56-17. 


It marked the first time Ohio State has scored at least 50 
points in four games in a row in its 125 years of competition. 


“I’m focusing on getting the offense better every week and 
keeping this thing rolling,” Barrett said after carrying seven 
times while scoring on runs of 33 and 5 yards and complet- 
ing 19 of 31 passes for 261 yards without an interception be- 
fore departing midway through the fourth quarter. 


The Buckeyes (5-1, 2-O Big Ten) have averaged 56 points in 
a four-game win streak since losing at home to Virginia Tech 
on Sept. 6. They’ve made a steady move up the rankings 
since. 


Barrett — a preseason sub for injured three-year starter 
Braxton Miller — continues to put up remarkable numbers in 
his first year of college competition. 


The victory was Ohio State’s 18th in a row in the Big Ten, 
drawing within two of tying the conference mark set by the 
2005-07 Buckeyes. 


The Buckeyes — averaging 614 yards per game over their 
win streak — amassed 585 total yards. They scored on their 
first three possessions — with Barrett going 8-for-8 passing 
— and the outcome was never really in doubt again. 


He hit Nick Vannett on scoring tosses of 12 and 31 yards, the 
latter on a perfect lead pass over the middle before the 
backup tight end lumbered to the end zone. In between, 
Ezekiel Elliott carried four times in a 74-yard march that he 
capped with a 1-yard plunge. 


The Scarlet Knights have had plenty of firepower, with one 
of the Big Ten’s best offenses. Gary Nova completed 17 of 28 
passes for 192 yards with an interception for the Scarlet 
Knights, who beat Michigan 26-24 in their last game before 
a bye last week. ( 
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GAME 7: 


OCTOBER 25, 2014 


Joey Bosa’s Ohio State’s teammates had to tell the defensive 
tackle that he’d just finished off Penn State with a sack in the 
second overtime. The sack on a fourth-and-5 play gave the 
No. 13 Buckeyes a 31-24 victory. 


Bosa was the last to know. 


“| was so tired | didn’t even know it was a sack,” said Bosa, 
who had 2 1/2 sacks and finished with six tackles. “The guys 
started hugging me and | just went to the ground. This might 
have been a double-overtime win, but it doesn’t make it any 
less important, winning in a crazy environment like this.” 


Ohio State quarterback J.T. Barrett had two touchdown runs 
in overtime after Penn State overcame a 17-0 deficit to tie it. 


The Buckeyes (6-1, 3-O Big Ten) built a 17-O lead and were 
cruising when Penn State defensive tackle Anthony Zettel 
intercepted Barrett’s pass and returned it 40 yards for a 
touchdown in the third quarter. 


Christian Hackenberg threw a 24-yard touchdown pass 
to Saeed Blacknall early in the fourth, and Penn State 
(4-3, 1-3) tied it on Sam Ficken’s 31-yard field goal with nine 
seconds left. 


Hackenberg finished 31-of-49 for 224 yards and a touchdown. 


In the first overtime, Penn State tailback Bill Belton took a 
direct snap from the Wildcat formation and scored on a 
1-yard run. The Buckeyes countered when Barrett carried 
two straight times, the first for 17 yards and the second five 
yards for a touchdown. 


Penn State was called for a personal foul on the touchdown, 
giving Ohio State the ball at the 12 to start the second over- 
time. With a third-and-2 from the 4, Barrett powered through 
the middle of Penn State’s defense for a touchdown. 


“| just read the play each time (on the option),” said Barrett, 
who rushed for 75 yards on 20 carries and completed 12 of 
19 mostly possession-type passes for 74 more yards. “They 
were giving us the inside. | was going to do whatever | had 
to do to get in the end zone.” 


Ezekiel Elliott ran for 109 yards on 26 carries for Ohio State. 
The Buckeyes have won five straight games and 19 in a row 
in the conference. ( 
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GAME 8: 


NOVEMBER 1, 2014 


Ohio State took care of business by pounding Illinois 55-14. 


Now the Buckeyes could finally talk about the game of the 
year in the Big Ten the next week at Michigan State. The 
Spartans ended a 24-game Ohio State win streak with a 34- 
24 victory in last year’s conference title game. 


Curtis Samuel ran for two touchdowns and J.T. Barrett hit 
Devin Smith on two scoring passes — all in the first half — as 
the Buckeyes put first things first in the easy win over the Illini. 


It extended their Big Ten win streak to a record-tying 20. 


The Buckeyes (7-1, 4-0, No. 16 CFP) won their sixth in a row 
— five by lopsided scores. 


No. 8 Michigan State (7-1, 4-0, No. 8 CFP) had also won its 
last six. The Spartans would be coming off a bye week. 


“It was right when we got in the locker room,” linebacker 
Darron Lee said. “We usually have our coaches talk about 
who was good on O, D and ST. We skipped that. We know 
what’s coming up this week.” 


Unlike a week ago, when the Buckeyes rolled to a 17-0 half- 
time lead at Penn State only to struggle before pulling out a 
31-24 victory in double overtime, this one was a landslide 
early. 


Barrett, nursing a sprained medial collateral ligament in his 
left knee and wearing a brace, left at halftime with the Buck- 
eyes up 31-0. He completed 15 of 24 passes for 167 yards, 
his touchdown throws to Smith covering 32 and eight yards. 


Barrett gave way to Cardale Jones, who lofted a picture- 
perfect 27-yard touchdown pass to Dontre Wilson and also 
hit Michael Thomas on a 19-yard scoring pass. Jones was 5 
of 9 for 82 yards passing. 


Samuel ran for 63 yards on nine carries, his touchdowns 
coming on runs of 23 yards and 1 yard, and Ezekiel Elliott 
had 69 yards on nine rushes for the Buckeyes, who have 
won the last six meetings. The Buckeyes substituted heavily 
in the second half while a crowd of 106,961 left early as the 
score mounted. The game was played in windy conditions 
with temperatures in the mid-30s. ¢ 
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This week it was Ohio State’s turn to lobby for a berth in the 
College Football Playoff — a thought that seemed pretty far- 
fetched when the Buckeyes lost their quarterback and 
struggled through the first couple weeks of the season. 


With J.T. Barrett performing brilliantly in place of an injured 
Braxton Miller, there was no longer any doubt who was the 
Big Ten’s top contender in the national title race. 


Barrett threw for three touchdowns and ran for two more in 
a sensational performance, and No. 14 Ohio State scored al- 
most at will against Michigan State’s vaunted defense, beat- 
ing the eighth-ranked Spartans 49-37. 


With one overwhelming offensive display, the Buckeyes re- 
established themselves as the Big Ten’s dominant team un- 
der coach Urban Meyer, avenged their loss to Michigan 
State in last year’s conference title game, and boosted their 
case for a berth in the sport’s new four-team playoff. 


“This is one for the ages,” said Meyer, in his third year as 
Ohio State’s coach. “That’s how much respect we had for 
our opponent going into it. We saw what they did. They had 


NOVEMBER 8, 2014 


one loss and they were actually winning that one game un- 
til it kind of got away from them somehow at Oregon. We 
played a top-10 team and really played our best on the road.” 


Ohio State (8-1, 5-O) came into the game ranked No. 14 by 
the playoff committee. The Spartans (7-2, 4-1) were No. 8 
and had looked like the conference’s best hope to reach 
the playoff. 


Barrett became the starting quarterback for the Buckeyes 
before the season because Miller needed shoulder surgery, 
and Ohio State lost at home to Virginia Tech in early Sep- 
tember. The Buckeyes had won seven straight since. 


Barrett went 16-of-26 for 300 yards against the Spartans. 
Ohio State’s first drive of the game ended in a missed field 
goal, and another early possession fell apart because of 
penalties. Aside from that, the Buckeyes scored a touch- 
down every time they had the ball until they punted in the 
final minute of the game. ( 
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GAME 10: 


NOVEMBER 15, 2014 


J.T. Barrett threw for three touchdowns and ran for an Ohio 
State quarterback-record 189 yards and another score, 
helping the eighth-ranked Buckeyes overcome three turn- 
overs and wintry weather to beat Minnesota 31-24. 


Barrett completed 15 of 25 passes for 200 yards and one 
interception, another stellar performance for the freshman 
following last week’s rout of Michigan State. 


Jalin Marshall had 107 total yards for the Buckeyes (9-1, 6-O 
Big Ten, No. 8 CFP), but he lost two fumbles to give the 
Gophers (7-3, 4-2, No. 25 CFP) a chance to come back. 


David Cobb ran 27 times for 145 yards and three touch- 
downs, but Minnesota didn’t quite do enough to avoid a 
37th loss in 39 games against Ohio State since 1966. 


Briean Boddy-Calhoun forced two turnovers for the Go- 
phers in the coldest kickoff, 15 degrees, in six seasons at 
TCF Bank Stadium. The lowest temperature in more than a 
half-century for a Buckeyes game featured snowflakes col- 
lecting on coach Urban Meyer’s uncovered head on the 
sideline. 


Whether in wintry or summer-like conditions, though, Ohio 
State had the fastest team in the Big Ten. The 12th-ranked 
Spartans and their otherwise-dominant defense learned 
that lesson last week. 


On third-and-1 on the second possession for the Buckeyes, 
Barrett kept the ball on a read-option play and burst through 
the line into a wide-open secondary for an 86-yard run, the 
longest by an Ohio State quarterback. 


Minutes later, on third-and-7, Barrett slide-stepped to his left 
to elude the rush and put an off-balance throw in stride for 
Marshall sprinting across the middle as safety Cedric 
Thompson dived to break up the pass and missed. Marshall 
turned up the field for the 57-yard untouched score. 


Barrett had accounted for 38 touchdowns, 34 since the loss 
at home to Virginia Tech on Sept. 6. 


The Buckeyes were driving again when Minnesota reversed 
the momentum. Like a center fielder, Boddy-Calhoun 
caught up to a long pass at the 5 before whirling around and 
weaving his way for a 56-yard return of the interception. 
Five punishing carries by Cobb later, the Gophers were in 
the end zone. ¢ 
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GAME 11: 


NOVEMBER 22, 2014 


Jalin Marshall was the problem last week and the solution 
for No. 7 Ohio State. The freshman returned a punt 54 yards 
for the go-ahead touchdown in the third quarter and then 
added three late insurance scores to carry the Buckeyes 
past Indiana 42-27, the Hoosiers’ sixth loss in a row. 


The surprisingly tight game for most of the day could have 
impact the playoff hopes of the Buckeyes (10-1, 7-O Big Ten, 
No. 6 CFP), who clinched the East Division title and a berth 
in the conference title game. 


“We're conference division champions, we've won a bunch 
of games [nine] in a row,” said Meyer, whose team also had 
won a conference record 23 straight regular-season games 
heading into next week’s game with rival Michigan. 
“We have some work to do. Sometimes in college football, 
things don’t go exactly as scripted.” 


The Buckeyes would play the winner of the Minnesota- 
Wisconsin game in the Big Ten title game on Dec. 6 in 
Indianapolis. 


They trailed the 34-point underdog Hoosiers 20-14 after 
Tevin Coleman sped 90 yards for a touchdown midway 
through the third quarter. A week after rushing for 307 
yards, Coleman went for 228 yards on 27 carries for three 
scores for the Hoosiers (3-8, 0-7). 


The Hoosiers’ last chance at a tying score ended with Tyvis 
Powell picking off a pass from Zander Diamont with 4:25 
left, deep in Indiana territory. Marshall caught two more 
scoring passes after that to pad the lead before Coleman 
rumbled 52 yards for a score with 1:13 left. 


Despite the up-and-down day for the Buckeyes, J.T. Barrett 
set the school mark for touchdown passes (33) in a season 
and Ezekiel Elliott, who had 107 yards on 13 carries, topped 
1,000 yards. Barrett completed 25 of 35 passes for 302 
yards and four scores with two interceptions, and ran for 78 
yards on 20 attempts. 


Marshall scored on a 6-yard shovel pass, made a one-hand- 
ed grab of a 15-yard Barrett pass to swell the lead to 35-20 
with just over four minutes left, then added a 54-yard 
catch-and-run. ( 
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GAME 12: 


NOVEMBER 29, 2014 


Ezekiel Elliott scored untouched on a 44-yard run on fourth- 
and-1 with 4:58 left to help Ohio State, which lost J.T. Barrett 
early in the fourth quarter to a leg injury, beat the Wolverines 
42-28. 


Barrett threw for one touchdown and ran for two before his 
right leg crumpled underneath him when he was tackled on 
arun. 


Cardale Jones came in for the Buckeyes (11-1, 8-0, CFP 
No. 6) to lead the drive that culminated in Elliott’s long run. 
Darron Lee returned a fumble 33 yards for a touchdown to 
add to the lead. 


Many in a crowd of 108,610 rushed the field after the final 
seconds ticked off. State highway patrol officers encircled 
the goalposts to prevent anyone from tearing them down 
after the 111th meeting of the rivals. 


Barrett, a Heisman Trophy contender, completed 13 of 21 
passes for 176 yards and a touchdown and also ran for 
scores of 25 and 2 yards while gaining 89 yards on 15 carries. 


On second-and-1 at the Ohio State 33 on the first play of the 
fourth quarter and with the Buckeyes leading 28-21, he got 
twisted at the line and his right leg bent back beneath him at 
an odd angle. As he was on the field, and after he was 
helped onto a cart with a temporary air cast on his leg, 
he was greeted by teammates and Michigan quarterback 
Devin Gardner. 


Cardale Jones, a seldom-used sophomore, took over. The 
Buckeyes punted but the defense stiffened against a much- 
maligned Michigan offense playing one of its best games of 
the season. 


The next time the Buckeyes had the ball, they took over at 
their own 20. They ended up facing a fourth-and-1 at the 
Michigan 44. After a timeout, Elliott, who had 75 yards on 15 
carries, took a handoff from Jones and surged through a big 
hole at left tackle with 4:58 left. The touchdown gave the 
Buckeyes breathing room at 35-21. ¢ 
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GAME 13: 


DECEMBER 6, 2014 


Ohio State’s No. 3 quarterback looked every bit as good as 
the other two. 


Cardale Jones even did something his two all-conference pre- 
decessors could not. He led the Buckeyes to a Big Ten title. 


Jones threw for 257 yards and three touchdowns and was 
named the game’s MVP in his first career start, leading No. 
6 Ohio State to a 59-0 rout of No. 11 Wisconsin in the confer- 
ence championship game — an emphatic statement to the 
College Football Playoff selection committee. 


“| don’t think there’s any doubt we’re one of the top four 
teams in America,” coach Urban Meyer said after one of the 
most lopsided title games in Big Ten history. The sentiment 
was felt as playoff deliberations placed the Buckeyes in the 
No. 4 slot and into the Sugar Bowl. 


Ohio State (12-1, 8-O Big Ten, No. 5 CFP) had won 11 straight 
since losing at home to Virginia Tech and had beaten nine 
bowl-eligible teams all but two by double digits. Still, some 
wondered whether losing record-setting quarterback 


J.T. Barrett with a broken right ankle in the regular season 
finale after losing Heisman Trophy candidate Braxton Miller 
with a right shoulder injury in August, would be too much 
to overcome. 


Not a chance. 


Jones was efficient and effective, going 12 of 17. Ezekiel El- 
liott carried 12 times for 150 yards and two scores in the first 
half and finished with 20 carries for a career high 220 yards. 
Devin Smith caught four passes for 137 yards and three 
scores. 


The defense completely shut down Wisconsin (10-3, 7-1, No. 
13 CFP) and kept Melvin Gordon, the nation’s leading rusher, 
under control. Gordon ran 26 times for 76 yards, his second- 
worst game of the season. 


Ohio State handed the Badgers their first shutout since 
August 1997 and their worst loss since a 59-0 rout, also to 
the Buckeyes, in 1979. @ 
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SUGAR BOWL: 


After going down 21-6, the Buckeyes came 
storming back to defeat the No. 1-seed Al- 
abama Crimson Tide in the Sugar Bowl and 
advance to the national championship to 
face the Oregon Ducks. Sophomore run- 
ning back Ezekiel Elliott was the hero of 
the day for the Buckeyes, rushing for 230 
yards and two touchdowns on 20 carries. 
The bigger story, however, may have been 
the continued strong play of quarterback 
Cardale Jones, who was starting only his 
second game after replacing the injured 
J.T. Barrett. It was the inexperience of 
Jones that had many critics wondering if 
the Buckeyes deserved the fourth playoff 
spot, but the sophomore from Cleveland 
quieted any doubts by leading his team to 
a huge upset win. 


Midway through the second quarter, it 
looked as if the Tide would roll to a domi- 
nant victory, building a 21-6 lead behind 
touchdowns by dual running back stars 
Derrick Henry and T.J. Yeldon and a 
throw from Blake Sims to the nation’s top 
receiver Amari Cooper. Ohio State closed 
out the first half on a strong note, though, 
scoring on their last two possessions of 
the half, first with a three-yard touchdown 
run by Elliott and then on a trick play that 
saw wide receiver Evan Spencer take a 
pitch in the backfield from fellow wideout 
Jalin Marshall and then toss a perfectly 
placed ball to Michael Thomas in the front 
corner of the end zone. 


The Buckeyes picked up where they left 
off to start the third quarter, taking a 27-21 
lead on a 47-yard touchdown pass from 
Jones to Devin Smith. Later in the third, 
Sims threw an interception on a short pass, and it was re- 
turned 41 yards for the score by senior Buckeye defensive 
lineman Steve Miller. On their next possession, the Tide 
would cut the deficit to six on a five-yard scramble by Sims, 
making the score 34-28 heading into the fourth. 


Five minutes into the final quarter, Alabama had a fantastic 
chance to regain the lead, taking over the ball on the Ohio 
State 25-yard line after a Buckeyes punt bounced back after 
initially dropping at the Buckeyes’ 40. Looking toward the 
endzone, though, Sims threw his second interception of 
the game, with Vonn Bell cutting across to pick the deep 
pass off and give the ball back to Ohio State. While the 
Buckeyes couldn't capitalize on their ensuing possession, 
they did do so when they got the ball again, with Elliott 
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taking it to the house for an 85-yard score that showed he 
is not only a powerful back, but a mighty fast one. After 
a two-point conversion throw from Jones to Thomas, the 
Buckeyes had a 42-28 lead with just over three minutes left. 
The Tide would score once more on a pass from Sims to 
Cooper, and after getting the ball back with a minute and 
a half remaining, Sims took a shot downfield on the final 
play of the game only to have it intercepted for the third 
time on the evening. With the clock showing all zeros, the 
Buckeyes continued their improbable run to the College 
Football Playoff National Championship game and showed 
why the playoff system is so exciting. ( 
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HEAD COACH 


Born in Toledo, raised in Ashtabula and with degrees from 
the University of Cincinnati and The Ohio State University, 
Urban Meyer made it clear from the day he took the Ohio 
State position—Nov. 28, 2011—what his intentions are: 
“We're going to make the great state of Ohio proud with 
everything we do.” 


© SI 


Ohio is proud and Meyer, named the 2012 Ohio College 
Coach of the Year by his coaching peers in the state, has 
the proven deeds to keep the state beaming. Consider: 


« Meyer has the highest winning percentage among all ac- 
tive FBS coaches with at least 10 years of experience 
(140-26; .843); 


« Meyer has led Ohio State to a Big Ten championship and 
school record 24-game winning streak, and his Buckeyes 
are on a current Big Ten record streak of 24-consecutive 
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« He has won two national championships, one of only two 
active coaches with multiple national titles; 


« He is the first coach in modern history to win 13 games 
consecutively, and three times, and he has also won 12 
games four times; 


« He has recorded two undefeated seasons: in 2012 at Ohio 
State (12-0) and in 2004 at Utah (12-0); 


« Meyer is the only coach in major college history to have 
three winning streaks of at least 20 games (22 at Florida; 
20 with Utah/Florida; 25 with Florida and Ohio State), and 
he has six winning streaks of 10-or-more games. Only 
nine coaches have had two winning streaks of at least 20 
games; 


« Meyer won more games his first 10 years - 104 - than all 
but two coaches in college football history; and 


« He reached 100 wins faster than all but one coach — Bud 
Wilkinson — in the last 55 years and faster than all but five 
coaches all-time. 


Meyer, who is in his 29th season as a collegiate coach, is 
married to the former Shelley Mather. The couple are proud 
parents to daughters Nicki (a 2013 graduate of Georgia 
Tech) and GiGi (a senior volleyball player majoring in athletic 
training at Florida Gulf Coast) and a son, Nate (a high school 
freshman in 2014-15). @ 
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The Ohio State Department of Athletics is 36-sports strong 
with successes both academically and athletically across 17 
women’s, 16 men’s and three co-ed athletic programs. 


Buckeye student-athletes traditionally lead the Big Ten Con- 
ference in annual academic achievements. In 2013-14 a to- 
tal of 329 athletes were recognized by the conference with 
Academic All-Big Ten honors, the most of any league insti- 
tution. Eighty-eight athletes earned Big Ten Distinguished 
Scholar accolades with 13 Buckeyes earning a perfect 4.0 
grade-point average last year. 


Ohio State student-athletes have proven success is attain- 
able in their chosen field of study and on their chosen field. 


Last year alone, 114 Buckeyes earned All-America honors, 
eight were individual national champions and three teams 
(rowing, synchronized swimming and pistol) all won nation- 
al championships. 


Ohio State is well represented in conference standings as 
well. Five teams won league titles, 22 individuals claimed 
league championships and eight were named league most 
valuable players. 


Student-athletes are provided with all the necessary tools to 
pursue excellence in life. The Athletics Department helps 
sponsor study abroad programs and the Bucks Go Pro in- 
ternship program, which provides student-athletes practi- 
cal professional experience in their areas of interest within 
the department. The Younkin Success Center is a univer- 
sity operated on-campus academic facility where student- 
athletes study and receive tutoring and career planning 
from individual team-dedicated academic advisors. 


From Ohio Stadium in football, The Jerome Shottenstein 
Center in basketball and hockey, baseball’s Bill Davis Sta- 
dium to the McCorkle Aquatic Pavilion, the athletics facilities 
are second to none. 


The Athletics Department exists to provide support and re- 
sources to its more than 1,000 student athletes. Helping 
along the way is the tremendous support of Buckeye donors, 
who annually contribute millions of dollars for scholarships, 
improving existing facilities and constructing new ones. 


In 2013, Ohio State received a $10 million gift from Sam 
Covelli of Covelli Enterprises to help with the construction 
of a new multi-sport arena for volleyball, gymnastics, fenc- 
ing and wrestling. Longtime supporter Walt Dennis pro- 
vided another multi-million dollar gift to assist with the new 
golf performance center, a near 21,000 square-foot indoor 
golf facility at the OSU Golf Club, the premier collegiate golf 
course in the country. ( 
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The Ohio State University’s main Columbus campus is one 
of America’s largest and most comprehensive. More than 
56,000 students select from 14 colleges, 175 undergraduate 
majors, and 240 master’s, doctoral, and professional de- 
gree programs. As Ohio’s best and one of the nation’s top- 
20 public universities, Ohio State is further recognized by a 
top-rated academic medical center and a premier cancer 
hospital and research center. 


The university’s total research expenditures, 2010-2011, 
topped $828 million. The university’s innovative prowess 
attains world-class status, particularly in critical areas such 


as global climate change, cancer, infectious disease, 
advanced materials, and ag-bio products that feed and 
fuel the world. 


An additional 6,671 students attend Ohio State’s regional 
campuses in Lima, Mansfield, Marion, and Newark, and the 
Agricultural Technical Institute in Wooster. Founded as a 
federal land-grant institution in 1870, the university has 
awarded 669,552 degrees since 1878. Its legacy extends to 
more than 465,000 living alumni. 


e President appointed to international board. The Asso- 
ciation of Public and Land-grant Universities (APLU) has 
appointed Ohio State President Michael V. Drake, MD, to 
a three-year term as secretary of its Council of Presi- 
dents. In this role, he will serve on the APLU’s Executive 
Committee, which helps set policy goals and priorities 
for the association. 


Wexner collection makes top 25. In its feature “The 25 
Must-See Museum Shows Around the World,” artnet News 
highlights Transfigurations: Modern Masters from the 
Wexner Family Collection—the only exhibition in the Mid- 
west to make the list. On view through the end of Decem- 
ber, Transfigurations features works by Picasso, Dubuffet 
and Giacometti. 


Pelotonia sets $21 million record. Pelotonia 2014 riders 
and their supporters raised more than $21 million this year, 
breaking the cancer-research fundraiser’s record and 
bringing its six-year fundraising total to $82 million. Ev- 
ery dollar raised goes to groundbreaking research at the 
James Cancer Hospital and Solove Research Institute. ( 
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STADIUM FACTS 


AT&T Stadium 


Stadium construction started May 2, 2006. 


The structure is 104 million cubic feet in volume and has 
3 million square feet of floor space (all levels combined). 


It took a year to dig the 1.5 million cubic yard excavation. 
Trucks could only move soil at night to ensure traffic flow 
was not disrupted during the day. 


The seating bowl is cooled by 11,000 tons of air condi- 
tioning. 
The playing field is 50 feet below the ground. 


The stadium has an 80,000+ person capacity, which is 
expandable to 100,000+ with temporary seating in end 
zone platforms. 


Not only is the stadium the largest enclosed NFL stadium, 
but also the largest domed structure in the world. 


The stadium is visible from five miles in the air. 


With 3,207 TVs, the stadium is in the Guinness Book of 
World Records for most TVs in a sporting venue. 


Video Board 


AT&T Stadium holds the largest suspended HD video 
board in the world, stretching from 23-yard line to 
23-yard line. 


The video board is over 25,000 square feet total of 
screens with over 30 million LED lights. 


There are two remote-controlled elevators inside the 
video board. 


Punter Mat McBriar was asked to punt the ball as high as 
he could. After dozens of punts (the highest being 
85 feet high), the video board was set five feet higher 
at 90 feet. 


The entire video board structure weighs 1.2 million 
pounds. 


The cost of the video board structure was $40 million, 
which is more than the total cost of Texas Stadium (built 
and opened in 1971). 


Retractable Roof 


Two bi-parting panels made of tensile fabric membrane, 
each measuring 63,000 square feet, make up the retract- 
able roof structure. 


The retracting panels are driven by a rack-and-pinion 
drive system, each panel consisting of 64 electric motors. 


When the panels close at the 23-degree uphill slope, the 
128 motors produce 960 horsepower. This power is 
equivalent to four Ford Mustang engines. 


Each roof panel weighs 1.68 million pounds. 


At 661,000 square feet, the retractable roof is the largest 
domed roof in the world. 


Fun Facts 


There are 1,600 toilets (40% men, 60% women). 


The ramps measure one mile in length from event level to 
the upper concourse. 


There are 1,600 people that work in the food and bever- 
age department on game day. 


120,000 hot dogs are consumed during football season. 


The pastry team bakes 145,000 cookies every football 
season. 


12 tons of nachos were consumed during Super Bowl XLV 
in 2011. 


If the Statue of Liberty (305 feet tall) were standing up- 
right on the event level, the flame of her torch wouldn't be 
close to touching the apex of the roof. 
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ADA/ACCESSIBILITY 

The College Football Playoff and AT&T Stadium are committed to our guests 
with disabilities. Our facilities are fully accessible and we provide a wide 
range of services and amenities for guests with special needs. AT&T Stadium 
is designed with accessible parking, mobility assist carts, power-assisted 
doors, restrooms, concessions, water fountains, ATMs and seating areas. 
Guests can receive more information by visiting one of our Guest Services 
Centers located on the concourse behind Sections 219, 244, 420 and 451 or 
at a Concierge desk located on the Club and Suite levels. 


ALCOHOL POLICY 
AT&T Stadium, Legends Hospitality Management and stadium security work 
hard to promote responsible consumption of alcoholic beverages. Our 
alcohol policies are listed below. 
+ All guests purchasing alcohol, who appear to be less than 30 years old, 
must present a valid ID. 
+ No alcohol will be sold to guests who appear to be intoxicated. 
+ There is a two (2) beer limit, per transaction, at concession stands and 
portable concessions. 
+ Alcohol sales on the concourses will terminate at the end of the 
third quarter. 
+ Management reserves the right to cut off alcohol sales at its discretion. 
* Guests passing alcohol to minors will be ejected and subject to arrest. 
+ Guests possessing alcohol, who do not have proof of being at least 21 
years of age, may be ejected. 
+ We reserve the right to refuse the sale of alcohol to any guests. 
+ Glass beverage containers may not be taken from Club/Suite areas to 
concourses or the seating bowl. 
All guests must finish and dispose of alcoholic beverages before exiting 
stadium property. 


ATMS (AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINES) 
There are several ATMs at AT&T Stadium. ATMs are located behind Sections 
201, 226, 408, 417, 438 and 447. 


CODE OF CONDUCT 

AT&T Stadium Management is committed to creating a safe, comfortable 
and enjoyable experience for our guests. Our staff will proactively support 
an environment free from the following behaviors: 

+ Abusive, foul or disruptive language and obscene gestures. 

+ Intoxication or other signs of impairment related to alcohol consumption. 

+ Fighting, taunting or threatening remarks or gestures. 

+ Sitting in a location other than the guest’s ticketed seat. 

+» Displays of affection not appropriate in a public setting. 

* Obscene or indecent clothing. 

+» Any disruption to the progress of the event by the guest’s actions, i.e. 
prolonged standing (standing when other fans in the section are 
seated). 

* Continuing inappropriate behavior may result in the guest having his/ 
her tickets revoked, being ejected from the stadium or arrested by 
police. 

Guests are encouraged to report issues and concerns to a nearby event 
staff member. 


COMPLIMENTS, COMPLAINTS AND COMMENTS 

Guests with a compliment, complaint or comment may express it, in person, 
at one of the Guests Services Centers located on the concourse behind 
Sections 219, 244, 420 and 451. Club and Suite guests are encouraged to 
fill out a comment card at the Concierge desks located on each Club and 
Suite level. 


ELEVATORS 
AT&T Stadium is equipped with public elevators at the following locations: 
» Entry A, E, F, K (Club and Suite guests only). 
+ Main Concourse behind Sections 203, 217, 228, 242. 
+ Mezzanine Level behind Sections 304, 317, 329, 342. 
+ Upper Concourse behind Sections 405, 418, 437, 449. 


EMERGENCIES 

Should you need immediate assistance, please notify the nearest event 
staff member, security personnel, concierge staff member or police officer. 
Guests are encouraged to report issues and concerns to a nearby event staff 
member. 


ESCALATORS 

There are escalators that provide access from the Main Concourse up to the 
Upper Concourse. These are located on the East side of the stadium at Entry 
B (behind Section 244), and the West side of the stadium at Entry G (behind 
Section 219). Club and Suite guests may use the escalators at Entry A to 
access the Main Club on the north/visitor side of the stadium. Additional 
escalators for Club and Suite guests are located at Entry E and Entry K and 
provide access to the Silver Club Level. 

FIELD ACCESS 

Access to the field is not permitted to guests of AT&T Stadium at any time 
(pregame, during, halftime or postgame) without the proper credentials. 


FIRST AID 

There are five (5) First Aid locations at the stadium where medical treatment 
is available: 

Event Level - Northeast Tunnel 

Main Concourse - Behind Sections 219 and 244 

Upper Concourse - Behind Sections 420 and 451 

Emergency Medical Technicians (EMTs) with Automatic Emergency 
Defibrillators (AEDs) are also positioned throughout the stadium and ready 
to respond to emergencies. 


GUEST SERVICES CENTERS 

There are four (4) Guest Services Centers located on the concourse behind 
Sections 219, 244, 420 and 451. Guest Services Centers assist guests with 
lost and found, lost children, stadium directions, emergencies, general 
information and accommodations for guests with disabilities. The centers 
are staffed with knowledgeable attendants ready to assist guests needing 
information or wishing to leave compliments or comments. 


HANDHELD CAPTIONING & ASSISTIVE LISTENING DEVICES 

As a service to our guests who are hearing impaired or visually impaired, 
AT&T Stadium has been equipped with a highly advanced assistive listening 
system and mobile captioning device. The service provides real-time captions 
and assistive listening for all public address announcements, and it provides 
a choice of audio description in English and Spanish for the play-by-play 
action. The handheld device is available for check out at all Guest Services 
Centers located on the concourse behind sections 219, 244, 420 and 451. 


LOST AND FOUND 

All guests looking to claim or report lost items during an event should visit 
one of the Guest Services Centers located on the concourse behind 
Sections 219, 244, 420 and 451 or a Concierge desk located on each Club 
and Suite level. 


PROHIBITED ITEMS AND BEHAVIOR 
For the safety of our guests and employees, the following are prohibited: 
* Smoking inside AT&T Stadium. Smoking is permitted in designated 
areas outside the stadium. 
- Bags 
+ Alcohol 
+ Animals (except service animals to aid guests with disabilities) 
» Bottles, cans and beverage containers of any kind* 
+ Thermoses 
+» Food items* 
+ Large umbrellas (must be compact) 
+ Fireworks, firearms and weapons of any kind 
* Knives of any length 
+» Footballs 
« Laser pointers 
+ Noisemakers 
* Signs or flags on sticks or poles, or larger than what one person can 
hold 
+ Video cameras and the use of video capable devices 
* Tripods, monopods and cameras with lens longer than 3" (detachable 
or non-detachable) 
+ Ticket scalping 
+» Abusive, foul or disruptive language 
* Throwing objects 
* Trespassing, soliciting, peddling and loitering 
+ Any other item or action deemed dangerous an inappropriate 
* Chairs, stools or other seating devices* 
* Seat cushions 
*Exceptions will be made for those with medical requirements and/or special 
needs. 


RE-ENTRY 
No re-entry is allowed into AT&T Stadium once your ticket is scanned at the 
gates into the plazas or stadium entries. 


WHEELCHAIRS 

Guests needing assistance after the event should contact an event staff 
member, security personnel or visit one of the Guest Services Centers 
located on the concourse behind Sections 219, 244, 420 and 451. 


WI-FI 

AT&T is proud to provide free Wi-Fi services for AT&T Stadium and all of its 
guests. Please connect to attwifi in your list of available Wi-Fi networks. 
Open an internet browser. When directed to the AT&T web page, please click 
the checkbox that you agree to the Terms and Conditions of Service and 
click Connect. 


WILL CALL 

Will call is available at AT&T Stadium Ticket Office located at Entry A on the 
northeast side of the stadium beginning at 11:30 am until the end of halftime. 
Toclaim tickets at Will call, a photo ID must be presented. Outside Will call will 
not be accepted. 


College Football Playoff Semifinal games will be played back-to-back on New Year's Eve or New Year’s Day, depending 
on the year. The College Football Playoff National Championship will be played on a Monday night every year. 


The site of the College Football Playoff National Championship is determined through a bid system, much like the Super 
Bowl or the NCAA Final Four location. Any city that demonstrates necessary facilities, transportation, and other factors 


can submit a bid to host the College Football Playoff National Championship. 


Request for proposals to host the national championship games in 2018, 2019 and 2020 will be distributed to interested 


communities in February 2015. Site selections will be announced in the fall of 2015. 


2014-2015 


Playoff Semifinals once ee Se 
Orange Bowl Cotton Bowl 
Dec. 31 Jan. 1 
Peach Bowl Fiesta Bowl 
Dec. 31 Dec. 31 
National Championship oes Ts 
2015-2016 
Sugar Bowl Rose Bowl 
Jan.1 Jan.1 
Playoff Semifinals ae ee wl ee Son 
Peach Bowl Fiesta Bowl 
Dec. 31 Jan.1 
National Championship eee AZ 
2016-2017 
Sugar Bowl Rose Bowl 
Jan. 2 Jan. 2 
Orange Bowl Cotton Bowl 
Dec. 31 Jan. 2 
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Salonpas 


THE BEST DEFENSE 
AGAINST PAIN 


Wherever your pain runs, stop it with the powerful relief of Salonpas. 
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Pain Relief Patch | 
pain relieving 
GEL-PATCH 


ON. PRESCRIPTION PAIN RE PATCH 
FECTIVENESS CONFIRMED IN CLINICAL TRIAL 
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WHERE CHAMPIONS EARN THEIR CROWNS 


As host to Super Bowl XLIX, the College Football Playoff National Championship in 2016 and the NCAA 
Final Four® in 2017, Arizona continues to be the nation’s top destination for the biggest sporting events. 
And on January 11, 2016, you can see why, as the second annual College Football Playoff National 


Championship comes to University of Phoenix Stadium in Arizona. 
————— 
2016 cam 
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Dear College Football Fans, 


In two years’ time, the eyes of the sports world 
will be upon Tampa Bay, when the 2017 

College Football Playoff National Championship 
is hosted at Raymond James Stadium. From our 
phenomenal weather to our first-rate dining, 
nightlife, entertainment, attractions and 
beaches, Tampa Bay has something to offer 
everyone! We're contident that the only thing 
that will rival our warmth in temperature will be 
the genuine hometown hospitality you 
experience. On behalf of all of us in Tampa Bay, 
we look forward to welcoming you to the 
Sunshine State for an incredible 
National Championship on 
January 9th, 2017! 


Sincerely, 


ne NATIONAL 
#leam TampaBay CHAMPIONSHIP 


TAMPA BAY 2017 
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A CHILD’S WISH IS WAITING. 
YOU CAN HELP MAKE IT COME TRUE. 


Every 40 minutes, the Make-A-Wish Foundation® grants the wish of a child with a life-threatening medical 
condition — being a veterinarian for a day, meeting a favorite entertainer or going anywhere their imagination 


takes them. You can help make wishes happen. Visit wish.org today. 


A NEW BEGINNING 


‘SEC vs BIG12 


On January 1, 2016, the two most successful conferences 
of the BCS-era will meet in New Orleans for the first of eight 
scheduled Allstate Sugar Bowl match-ups 
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“Allstate Sugar Bowl Bowl 


72014-15 SEMIFINAL HOST 


NEW ORLEANS; LOUISIANA 
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AMERICA’S NEW YEAR CELEBRA' CELEBRATION. ——° 
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* PASSION. STRENGTH. TRADITION. HONOR. * 


K nown as the The Grandaddy of Them All”, the Rose Bowl Game has kicked off a 
myriad of college football legacies. The first Tournament of Roses football game, 


which was the first post-season football game in history, was staged on January 1, 1902. 
Since that time, the Tournament of Roses has hosted a total of 101 Rose Bowl Games. 
The official partnership between the Tournament of Roses, the Big Ten Conference and DIREaNY 

the Pac-12 Conference was formed in 1946. The pact is the oldest intercollegiate Northwestern 
postseason bowl agreement between two major conferences and has created an — Mutual 


environment of spirited competition across the country for more than half a century. 


TOURNAMENTOFROSES.COM : 2014-15 SEMIFINAL HOST : @ROSEBOWLGAME 
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UNIVERSITY OF PHOENIX STADIUM 
GLENDALE, ARIZONA 


The Fiesta Bowl was created by some of the most influential business owners and 
leaders from around the Valley of the Sun who were all in support of a Valley- 
based bowl game. For over forty years, the Fiesta Bowl has been bringing fun and 
excitement to college football fans across the country while producing seven BCS 
college football national championship games. 


Today, the Fiesta Bowl continues with a new era of champions at the state-of-the-art 
University of Phoenix Stadium, bringing fans from around the world to the beautiful 
weather and unique tourist attractions in Arizona. 


The Fiesta Bowl is thrilled to be a part of the new era of champions by hosting the 


College Football Playoff National Championship on January 11, 2016 at University 
of Phoenix Stadium and is a 2016-17 Semifinal Host on December 31, 2016. 


Ellie & Michael Ziegler Fiesta Bowl Center & Museum 
7135 E. Camelback Rd., Suite 190, Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
FOUNDATION 


The introduction of a playoff system represents a major change in history for college football. With 
such a transformational impact on the field, the College Football Playoff Foundation seeks to maxi- 
mize this unique opportunity to make an equally significant commitment off the field. 


To learn more about the College Football Playoff Foundation’s primary initiative, Extra Yard 
for Teachers, please visit: www.collegefootballplayoff.com/extra-yard-for-teachers 


DONATIONS 


To make a direct donation to the College Football Playoff Foundation, you may send a check to: 


The Dallas Foundation/College Football Playoff Foundation 
3963 Maple Ave., Suite 390 
Dallas, TX 75219 


Those interested in making a credit card donation are encouraged to visit: 
www.dallasfoundation.org 


FUNDING 


Funding for the College Football Playoff Foundation and the Extra Yard for Teachers Initiative 
will come from the licensing revenue generated from CFP merchandise sales in addition to 
donations from corporations, host committees and individuals. For more information on how 
you can get involved, please contact Shawn Moore, Director of Community Relations, at 
smoore@collegefootballplayoff.com. 


The Dallas Foundation is the fiscal sponsor of the College Football Playoff Foundation, a component 
fund of The Dallas Foundation, Federal Tax ID 75-2890371. 


TEAM JDRF 1O CURE DIABETES 


Please join me in my goal to raise funds for the millions of people 
living with, and affected by, type 1 diabetes (TID), like my wife, 
Sharri. The money we raise will help JDRF fund critical research to 
progressively remove the impact of T1D from people's lives until 
no one has to fear developing this disease. 


Type | diabetes is a life-threatening autoimmune disease in which 
a person's pancreas stops producing insulin—a hormone essential 
to the ability to get energy from food. If strikes children and adults 
suddenly, and changes life as they know it forever. If cannot be 
prevented, and there is no cure. 


JDRF is the leading global organization funding type | diabetes 
(T1D) research. JDORF's goal is to progressively remove the impact 
of T1D from people's lives until we achieve a world without T1D. 
JDRF collaborates with a wide spectrum of partners and is the only 
organization with the scientific resources, regulatory influence, and 
a working plan to better treat, prevent, and eventually cure T1D. 
To learn more about JDRF go to www.jdrf.org. 


Your gift will make a difference for millions of people affected by this devastating, life-threatening 
disease. Please consider donating to JDRF for Sharri and millions of others. 


-Thank you for any support! 
Adam Scheffer, ESPN 


Help support JDRF and their mission of finding a cure for type 1 diabetes (11D) and its complication through the 
support of research. JDRF funds life-changing T1D research — research that is leading to better treatments 


prevention, and one day, a world without T1D. 


To help find a cure for Sharri and the millions of people with T1D go to www.jdrf.org/defeatingdiabetes. 
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EXTRA YARD 
° TEACHERS 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF FOUNDATION 


HONORING, CELEBRATING, INSPIRING AND EMPOWERING GREAT TEACHERS 


While there are many causes deserving of the College Football Playoff Foundation’s support, the primary cause we 
support is education. Our focus is specifically on teachers. College football is the most readily-visible representation of 
students achieving their dreams of attending college. This road to college is often attributed to the support and 
commitment of gifted teachers. Teachers are often underpaid and under-appreciated, resulting in them incurring 
substantial out-of-pocket expenses and above-average turnover rates. It’s time we go the extra yard for those who have 
gone the extra yard for us. 


EXTRA YARD FOR TEACHERS CONSISTS OF FOUR PROGRAM COMPONENTS: 


DIRECT PROVISION OF RESOURCES 

The foundation Provides and directs funds to support public school teachers with classroom project requests through 
the partnership with DonorsChoose.org. This includes the funding of match offers on classroom projects posted in 
Pasadena, New Orleans and North Texas — the areas that are part of the inaugural College Football Playoff. 


TEACHER RECOGNITION 

Five teachers selected as regional Teachers of the Year are being honored during the 2015 College Football Playoff 
National Championship. Each teacher received two complimentary tickets to the game, and all were invited to join the 
championship head coaches at media day. 


DEVELOPMENT AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING 
e Extra Yard for Teachers Summit 
Hosted on January 10 at the Kay Bailey Hutchison Convention Center in Dallas, the 2015 Extra Yard for Teachers 
Summit brought together more than 1,000 teachers from across North Texas. The engaging and energetic half- 
day event featured inspiring speakers and passionate performances that underscore the impact teachers have on 
countless lives every day. 


¢ | Teach Project 
The | Teach Project, an initiative to capture the voices and stories of teachers everywhere, is debuted alongside 
the College Football Playoff Extra Yard for Teachers Summit. The Project collected stories from teachers and 
educators in their own words and images about breakthrough moments in the classroom. It created a repository 
of inspiring, funny and compelling accounts while fostering a sense of community among teachers. 


INSPIRING A COLLEGE-GOING CULTURE 

The foundation is implementing programs, such as the college banner program, that inspire grade-school students in 
the host communities of the College Football Playoff National Championship to prepare for, attend and graduate froma 
college or university. 


To learn more about Extra Yard for Teachers, please visit: 
www.collegefootballplayoff.com/extra-yard-for-teachers 


TEACHER RECOGNITION PROGRAM 


KRISTEN BELL | 


Briarhill Middle School, Lewisville Independent School District 


“| want to ignite a love of learning. | have a short time to influence a student’s learning life; 
| want that time to be memorable. | want my students to leave loving stories. | want them to 
leave seeing that these stories connect us together and teach us how to navigate the world. 
| want them to see the power they have in their words, to heal themselves and to encourage 
those around them. | want them to know that, while | was given the charge of teaching them, 
they taught me. And, | want them to leave feeling confident and excited to take risks, to 
question themselves and the world around them, to do the hard work that comes from shaping 
what we think and know.” - Kristen Bell 


SHIRLEY BOLDEN | 


Benjamin Franklin Middle School, Dallas Independent School District 


“| teach because ultimately every parent wants success for their child, but they may not know 
how to provide that. | see myself as a liaison between the two. Every child deserves an equal 
education, because an education will provide them a chance in this world. Who am | not to 
provide that?” - Shirley Bolden 


SARA KINGSOLVER | 


Finch Elementary School, McKinney Independent School District 


“The rewards | find in teaching are vast and are not remotely associated with awards or 
accolades. My students fuel my passion for art education. It’s the smiles on students’ faces 
when they learn that their beloved Ninja Turtles are named after famous Renaissance artists. 
The hugs from students when they see that I’ve chosen their artwork to be displayed at our 
district’s administration building. The art apron that | wear on messy days says, “Do What You 
Love” and | am doing just that. | find great joy in teaching, and | hope that one day my students 
will also find themselves in a place where their career, their passion, and their purpose are 
aligned.” - Sara Kingsolver 


JODIE DEINHAMMER | 


Coppell High School, Coppell Independent School District 


“What’s not to love about being able to inspire a generation of children to love science as 
much as |do? My everyday hope is that | will say or do something that will move them to want 
to improve the world and love learning! | enjoy the challenge of mentoring and encouraging 
my learners, but they also inspire me to be a positive role model in my classroom and in my 
community.” - Jodie Deinhammer 


CINDY PEARSON | 


Dove Elementary School, Grapevine-Colleyville Independent School District 


“| see myself in the classroom as a weaver. The children come to my class in an incomplete 
stage. They are not finished, yet. | see them as they are and envision them as they should be 
when they leave my class, and | weave; adding one thread at time, working to be sure that the 
threads of learning stay in place and add richness to their life. For it is not my job to complete 
them, but only to weave a small part of what they will one day be.” - Cindy Pearson 
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1 IN 6 AMERICANS STRUGGLES WITH HUNGER. 
AMERICA 


Ad Hunger is closer than you think. Reach out to your local food bank 
for Ways to do your part. Visit soe or ee Foday. 


SCENES BY MRS. KINGSOLVER’S STUDENTS 


Allartists are students at Finch Elementary School of the McKinney Independent School District. 
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NORTH TEXAS 2015 


_ HEY FANS, 


Help a classroom in need. 


Don’t forget to redeem your 
gift card on a teacher’s request 


Visit DonorsChoose.org/ 
College-Football-Playoff 
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Three Veggies 


Swapping out a fatty, sugary, salty snack with | 

a vegetable or a fruit is just one easy thing you 

can do to help get your child healthy. Get ideas. ' 
Get involved. Get going at 
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The Commit! Partnership and Extra Yard for Teachers help North Texas elementary schools build a strong college-going 
culture on their campus by supplying college banners for 500 schools across Dallas, Tarrant, Denton and Collin counties. 
Since college football is one of the most readily-visible representations of students achieving their dreams of attending 
college, we’ve partnered up with the Commit! Partnership to ensure that dream is even more of a visible reality on 
elementary campuses all over North Texas. 


328,000 


banners distributed schools impacted classrooms awarded students reached 


2015 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 
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Playoff Green encompasses sustainability projects surrounding the College Football Playoff National Championship and 
fan events. Colleges and universities have been leading the way across America in initiating sustainability efforts on their 
campuses. Our mission at the College Football Playoff is to apply the best of those practices and to incorporate projects 
into game week and game day events. 


To ensure we are doing all we can to “go green” and address the environmental impact of the College Football 
Playoff National Championship and its activities, we have developed a number of initiatives to leave a “green” legacy 
in North Texas. 


SOLID WASTE RECYCLING 


Help us not only keep North Texas clean, but make an effort to recycle at our fan event venues and here at AT&T Stadium. 
Be on the lookout for recycling bins around the facility and the Green Team recycling ambassadors who will help you join 
our recycling efforts. 


PREPARED FOOD RECOVERY 


Food that is cooked and prepared in the kitchens at our fan events and at the stadium will not only be enjoyed by the 
fans. Food that isn’t served can be safely recovered and fed to the hungry right here in North Texas through a partnership 
with the North Texas Food Bank and the Tarrant Area Food Bank. 


WATER CONSERVATION MESSAGING 


“Save Water. Nothing Can Replace It.” 
During a critical water shortage in North Texas, there are a number of proactive measures you can take to conserve 
water. Learn more about simple things you can do by visiting www.SaveNorthTexasWater.com 


MATERIAL REPURPOSING 


We want to keep material out of landfills. Construction materials, décor and other event materials will be donated to local 
organizations that can reuse, recycle and remanufacture the materials to further benefit the local community. 


RENEWABLE ENERGY & TRAVEL OFFSETS 


On game day, AT&T Stadium will be green-powered through the use of renewable energy certificates (RECs) provided by 
TerraPass. RECs used at the game are being generated locally by wind farms here in Texas. TerraPass is also offsetting 
travel emissions for both teams traveling to North Texas for the game. 


URBAN FORESTRY PROJECTS 


To help the host community go green and to leave a green legacy from the inaugural College Football Playoff National 
Championship, we have turned tree planting into a competitive collegiate sport! Several college teams from North Texas 
competed the week before the game to plant the most trees as quickly and proficiently as possible. Winning teams will 
receive trees to plant across their own campuses. 


To learn more about Playoff Green, please visit: www.collegefootballplayoffs.com/playoff-green 
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Bill Hancock has achieved a unique trifecta in college athletics: he was the first director 
of the NCAA Final Four, first director of the Bowl Championship Series (BCS) and the first 
director of the College Football Playoff. His five-decade career began in 1971 when 
he became assistant sports information director at the University of Oklahoma. 
He was later editor of the Hobart Democrat-Chief newspaper, and then Service Bureau 
Director and Assistant Commissioner at the Big Eight Conference. He then spent 16 
years with the NCAA Division | Men’s Basketball Championship, 13 years as its director. 
In 2005, he was appointed administrator of the BCS. He became executive director 
in 2009 and was named to the same role for the playoff when it was created in 2012. 
Hancock earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Oklahoma. He and his wife, 
Nicki, have been married since 1968. Their son, Will, an SID himself, died in the 
Oklahoma State University airplane crash in 2001. Their other son, Nate and his wife, Kristin, live in Overland Park, 
Kansas. Their daughter-in-law, Karen Hancock, coaches soccer at Oklahoma State. Bill and Nicki are also the proud 
grandparents of Andie, William and Jack. Hancock has written two books, Riding With the Blue Moth, a narrative of the 
first of his two solo cross-country bicycle rides, and This One Day in Hobart, a history of his hometown in Oklahoma. 
His hobbies are history, writing, classical music and exercising. He is an accomplished speaker and frequently 
addresses grief-support groups around the country. He is an avid outdoorsman, having finished 15 marathons, including 
Boston and New York City. He enjoys backpacking, particularly in the Grand Canyon and in the Rocky Mountains. 
He has also directed Broadway musicals in community theater and once envisioned a career as a classical pianist. 
Hancock has served on the United States Olympic Committee staff at 11 Olympic Games and two Pan American Games. 
He has been inducted into the halls of fame of the College Sports Information Directors and the All College Basketball 
Classic. In 2010, the Kansas City Sports Commission honored him with its “Outstanding People in Sports” award. 
He was a 2012 recipient of the Regents Alumni Award at the University of Oklahoma. 


We persuaded College Football Playoff Executive Director Bill Hancock to sit with us for a quick interview 
on a wide-ranging variety of topics. The Oklahoma native got his first job in college athletics in 1971. 
Except for a four-year stint editing his family’s newspaper, he has been in the business ever since. 


This four-team event is the best of all worlds: a bracket, 
and also more football games. It creates a playoff while 
preserving the excitement and significance of the regular 
season. We all certainly witnessed that this year. It also 
maintains the tradition of the bowl games and the bowl 
experience for the student-athletes. It doesn’t go too far - 
it goes just far enough. 


Earnest. Contemplative. Tense. Determined. Studious. Seri- 
ous. Humor broke the tension at times. The committee 
members did a great job, as we knew they would. They cre- 
ated a disciplined process, a detailed protocol and a de- 
manding schedule of producing weekly rankings. They gave 
unselfishly of their time to evaluate and rank the teams. 


The BCS was quite successful; history will view it positively. 
It created a match-up of the top two teams in a bowl game, 
and it enhanced the regular season. But it was time for 


a change. 


In the fall of 2011, with the end of the fourth four-year BCS 
contract looming, the conference commissioners and uni- 
versity presidents began considering the future. They con- 
sidered a broad spectrum of options. Those ranged from 
returning to the old bowl system - where the No. 1 and No. 
2 teams almost never met in the post-season - to creating 
a playoff with a large field. 


We wanted to honor the academic calendar, preserve the 
robust regular season, and maintain the bowl tradition and 
the bowl experience for the student-athletes. 


The four-team event accomplishes all that. It is a win-win. 


| am a lucky guy. | love everything about this great game 
- the marching bands, the tailgating, the energy on cam- 
pus, Oklahoma-Texas, Michigan-Ohio State, Alabama- 
Auburn, the Tournament of Roses Parade and plenty more. 
My best memories are of attending Oklahoma games in 
Norman with my parents in the 1950s. It’s not a happy one 
for our family, but one of my first stadium memories is from 
1957 when Notre Dame ended Oklahoma’s 47-game win- 
ning streak. As a seven-year-old, | couldn’t figure out why 
so many people were crying. Recently? | have a mental 
snapshot of Vince Young’s winning touchdown against 
Southern California in the Rose Bowl. | also enjoyed a rainy 
Army-Colgate afternoon at West Point and a Dartmouth 
game at the remarkable Yale Bowl. 
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Our family owned a community daily newspaper, and 
sports coverage was important. My father and brother al- 
ways took me to sporting events - I’m told that began 
when | was a toddler. The newspaper helped adminis- 
ter many of those events, and | learned at my dad’s and 
brother’s knees. So sports is in my DNA. Our town, Hobart, 
Oklahoma, has a beautiful baseball park and | spent many 
happy hours there, posting inning-by-inning numbers on 
the old scoreboard, being a bat boy and later handling the 
public address. The Kiowa County girls and boys basket- 
ball tournaments were also big. We hosted the state high 
school wrestling championships, rodeos, and, of course, 
high school football. Tennis and golf tournaments, track 
meets...| was able to help run just about every sporting 
event you can think of. In a small town, you get to do 
everything. | wouldn't trade my childhood with anyone’s. 


With pleasure. Our 13 smart and dedicated staff members 
work in a beautiful office building in Las Colinas, here in 
Irving, Texas. Conference-USA, the Big 12 Conference and 
the National Football Foundation offices are all within a 
couple of two-iron shots of each other. Our six women and 
seven men are an all-star team, with experience at events 
ranging from the Super Bowl and Final Four to conference 
championships, bowl games and campus activities. We are 
all grateful for the opportunity to be leading this playoff. 


Well, | married my high school sweetheart and Nicki Perry 
Hancock is still my best friend going on 47 years together. 


Music was once the center of my life and | hoped to be a 
piano major in college. But | learned that | had neither the 
talent nor the single-mindedness. So | studied journalism 
instead. Now my music is limited to serving as the worst 
member of our choir at Asbury United Methodist Church 
in Prairie Village, Kansas. 


Speaking of talent, | have none, athletically. But | did run 15 
marathons and also rode my bicycle across the country 
twice. If a task requires little skill, but a fair amount of per- 
severance, usually | can do it. 


And lastly, most people don’t know about my memoir, 
Riding With the Blue Moth. The book is the story of my first 
cross-country bicycle ride, and our family’s journey with 
grief. Every so often, strangers tell me that the book helped 
them deal with the blue moths in their own lives. Each of 
those conversations is very special to me. 


Mike Moran, then the United States Olympic Committee’s 
public relations honcho, invited me to join the USOC press 
staff for the 1984 Summer Games in Los Angeles. I’ve been 
volunteering happily ever since. It is a thrill. | love the cer- 


emonies, and also the little things like eating a sandwich in 
the press area at the track-and-field stadium for lunch. The 
Olympics is the greatest event in the world and | am fortu- 
nate to play a small part in it. My job is working with report- 
ers when special ticketing is necessary for high-demand 
events in small venues such as figure skating, swimming, 
ice hockey and basketball. My task is menial and challeng- 
ing, but great fun. To me, the Olympics is a big county fair, 
where people from all over the world come together to 
compete and celebrate mankind. If the creek don’t rise, as 
they say in Oklahoma, Rio will be No. 12 for me. Am | lucky, 
or what?! 


This industry is vibrant. It creates passion unlike anything 
else in America. Working in the athletics wing of higher 
education is an honor and a privilege. The people are the 
best part of our business. | make it a point to walk on the 
concourse before and after our games, talking to fans, ab- 
sorbing a little bit of their passion and reminding myself 
why we are so blessed to be involved in this enterprise. 


NICKI PERRY HANCOCK AND BILL HANCOCK 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF STAFF 


LAILA BROCK | 


1S 


Laila Brock joined the College Football Playoff staff after serving as Director of 
Events and Team Operations for the Orange Bowl Committee. She received a 
bachelor’s degree in communications and mass media research, as well as a 
master’s degree in counselor education from Pennsylvania State University. At Penn 
State, she was captain of the Nittany Lion women’s track and field team. Brock 
was also a member of the 1997 United States Jr. National Track and Field team and 
competed in the Jr. Pan-American Games in Havana, Cuba. Brock is a member 
of Women in Sports and Events (WISE), Meeting Professionals International (MPI) 
and the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics (NACDA). She is 
originally from Washington, Pennsylvania. 


52 


ALLISON DOUGHTY | 


Prior to joining the College Football Playoff, Allison Doughty spent seven years at 
the Atlantic Coast Conference in a variety of positions, most recently as Director of 
Football Operations and Event Management. Additionally, she spent one year at 
the Peach Bowl working in events. She received a bachelor’s in history from the 
University of Virginia and a master’s in sports administration from Ohio University. 
Her interest in the industry stems from her father, a sportswriter for the Roanoke 
Times for over 30 years. Her love of football began at an early age as she was born 
the day of what is now known as simply “The Play” on the 85th anniversary of the 
Stanford-Cal game. She is a member of the National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics (NACDA) and a Sports Management Institute (SMI) graduate. 
Doughty is a native of Roanoke, Virginia. 
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KEN ELDER | 


Before joining the College Football Playoff in July 2013, Ken Elder acted as 
President of Elder Sports Marketing. He also held the position of Vice President of 
the South Florida Super Bowl Host Committee for Super Bowl XLIV. Elder served 
as Director of Sales and Marketing for the Tampa Bay Super Bowl XLIII Host 
Committee, as well as Senior Director of Corporate Marketing for the South 
Florida Super Bowl XLI Host Committee. He also spent three years at Clear 
Channel Sports, working in regional sales and marketing for the Florida Gator 
Network. Elder received his undergraduate degree in business management from 
Florida Atlantic University and a master’s in sports administration from St. Thomas 
University. He and his wife, Tricia, have two sons, Matthew and Michael. Elder is 
originally from Newell, West Virginia. 
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NIKKI EPLEY | 


Nikki Epley joined the College Football Playoff after spending five years with the WH 
University of Kansas Alumni Association. Epley has served as the Director of Operations 
and Events for the South Florida Super Bowl XLI Host Committee and Director of 
Special Events for the Jacksonville Super Bowl XXXIX Host Committee and was an 
Associate Director for the Division | Men’s Basketball Championship at the NCAA. 
She has also worked the past four Super Bowls with the stadium operations team. 
A graduate from Wichita State University, she earned a BA and MA in Sports Business/ 
Administration and was a middle infielder for the Shocker softball team, wearing 
#8 after her childhood idol, Cal Ripken. She is a member of Collegiate Event and 
Facility Management Association (CEFMA), Stadium Managers Association (SMA) and 
National Association of Collegiate Women Athletic Administrators (NACWAA). Epley 
grew up just outside Wichita in Valley Center, Kansas. WH 
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WES GENTRY | 


Wes Gentry became the third member of the College Football Playoff staff, joining 
Executive Director Bill Hancock in March 2013. A native of Oklahoma, Gentry 
received an undergraduate degree in geography from the University of Oklahoma. 
He holds a master’s degree in journalism from the University of Colorado, as well as 
a graduate certificate in Christian studies from Denver Seminary. Most recently, he 
worked for the Denver Post. He is married to wife, Becky, and has one son, Jackson. 
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TONI GOCKEL | 


Toni Gockel previously spent two years with Conference USA as Assistant Director 
of Marketing before joining the College Football Playoff in September 2013. She 
received a bachelor’s degree in kinesiology from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham, where she was a four-year varsity letter winner for the UAB women’s 
soccer team. She also received a degree in graphic design from Southern 
Methodist University. Gockel is a member of National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics (NACDA) and National Association of Collegiate Marketing 
Administrators (NACMA). Born in Munich, Germany, she moved to Alabama at the 
age of nine and continues to maintain dual citizenship. 


© ST 


e SI 


ST 


2015 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 171 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF STAFF 


MICHAEL KELLY | 


Michael Kelly became the first full-time staff member to join Executive Director Bill 
Hancock. Kelly previously served as Senior Associate Commissioner for the Atlantic 
Coast Conference, overseeing broadcasting, communications and football. He is 
the only person to ever serve as lead local executive for three different Super Bowls 
in three different communities, having been President of the Super Bowl Host 
Committee in Tampa Bay (Super Bowl XXXV), Jacksonville (Super Bowl XXXIX) and 
South Florida (Super Bowl XLI). He also served as the Executive Director for the 
1999 NCAA Men’s Final Four Local Organizing Committee. Kelly spent four years 
on campus serving two intercollegiate athletic departments in roles as Director of 
Athletic Operations and Facilities at Wake Forest University and as Associate Athletic 
Director for External Affairs at the University of South Florida. A founding board 
member of the Collegiate Event and Facilities Management Association (CEFMA), 
Kelly also serves on the President’s Board of Advisors for St. Thomas University 
WH (Miami Gardens, FL), and the Alumni Association Council for St. John’s College High 
School (Washington, DC). He graduated magna cum laude from Wake Forest University, where he received a bachelor’s 
in politics. Additionally, he holds a master’s in sports administration from St. Thomas University. In 2006, Kelly was 
named to the Sports Business Journal's “Forty Under 40.” He and his wife, Lisa, have two daughters, Cara and Seana. 
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LAUREN LANIER | 


Lauren Lanier joined the College Football Playoff in April 2014. She graduated from 
the University of Colorado in 2013, where she received a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism. While at CU, Lanier worked for Colorado Athletics in the Sports 
Information Department for four years. During her time as an undergraduate, 
she also served as an ESPNU Campus Connection correspondent and spent the 
summer of 2013 completing an internship at the National Football Foundation. 
Lanier is a member of the National Association of Collegiate Directors of Athletics 
(NACDA) and the Football Writers Association of America (FWAA). She is originally 
from Dallas, Texas. 


15 2 


15 2 


GINA LEHE | 


Gina Lehe spent 16 years working in the college football bow! industry prior to 
joining the College Football Playoff, having most recently served as Director of 
Media for the Rose Bowl Game. Lehe served in similar capacities for the Insight 
Bowl and Fiesta Bowl. She is a member of the Association for Women in Sports 
Media (AWSM), College Sports Information Directors of America (CoSIDA), Football 
Writers Association of America (FWAA), National Football Foundation and College 
Hall of Fame (NFF & CHF) and Public Relations and Media Committee for the Football 
Bowl Association (FBA). Lehe, originally from Pacific Grove, California, graduated 
from the University of Arizona with a bachelor of arts in communications. She 
and her husband, Adam, welcomed their first daughter, Adriana, into the world in 
December 2014. 
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SHAWN MOORE | 


Before joining the College Football Playoff, Shawn Moore served as an assistant 
football coach and lead recruiter for his alma mater, the University of Virginia. 
A native of Martinsville, Va., Moore earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology while 
at Virginia, where he was a standout quarterback for the Cavaliers. Moore spent 
four years in the NFL, including three seasons with the Denver Broncos and one 
season with the Arizona Cardinals. Since retiring as a player, Moore has worked as 
an enforcement representative for the NCAA and as a scout for the XFL, and he 
was the Dean of Students at St. Albans School for four years. Moore also served as 
an Associate Athletics Director at Howard, as well as spending three years as the 
Director of Sports Partnerships for USA Football. Moore has one son, Mike, who is a 
defensive end at Virginia. 


JASON SABATINO | 


Jason Sabatino comes to the College Football Playoff after most recently serving 
as the associate director of NCAA Championships and Alliances, Marketing and 
Ticketing, where he oversaw the ticket operations for the NCAA's Division | Men’s 
Basketball Championship preliminary rounds and Final Four. Prior to his time 
with the NCAA, Sabatino worked for Cleveland Cavaliers, LLC, as Manager of 
Ticketing Operations, where he supported strategic ticketing initiatives for the 
Cleveland Cavaliers (NBA), Lake Erie Monsters (AHL) and Quicken Loans Arena. 
He enjoyed a stint in the same capacity for the New York Islanders (NHL) during 
2007-2008. Sabatino spent nine years in various posts at Boston University, both 
in the Department of Athletics and with Agganis Arena. He began his career 
as collegiate administrator while serving as Business Manager for the America 
East Conference from 1997-1999. A native of Massachusetts, Sabatino earned 
his bachelor’s degree in sports management from Southern New Hampshire 
University. He and his wife, Meagan, have one daughter, Lucy. 


REID SIGMON | 


Reid Sigmon joined the College Football Playoff after serving as Senior Associate 
Athletic Director and Chief Operating Officer at Kansas State University. In that 
role, Sigmon managed the day-to-day operations of the athletic department. 
Sigmon also served as Executive Director of the Tampa Bay Super Bowl XLIII Host 
Committee, Vice President of Operations of the Jacksonville Super Bowl XXXIX 
Host Committee and Director of Operations of the Tampa Bay Super Bowl XXXV 
Task Force. Sigmon served as the Assistant Director of the Tampa Bay Organizing 
Committee for the 1999 NCAA Division | Men’s Final Four. He also spent two years 
in the NFL, working as Director of Stadium Development and Event Operations 
for the Cleveland Browns. Sigmon received a bachelor of arts, magna cum laude, 
from Wake Forest University, where he was a letterman on the Demon Deacons 
football team. In addition, he earned a master of business administration from the 
University of Florida. Sigmon is a member of the National Association of Collegiate 
Directors of Athletics (NACDA). Born in Charleston, South Carolina, he was raised 
in Hendersonville, North Carolina. 


ELLA FORREST | Oregon State University, 2012 KRISTEN PUGH | University of Arkansas, 2012 


Events and Operations Intern 


Ticketing and Hospitality Intern 


BEN HABERN | University of Oklahoma, 2012 ALI ROGERS | Clemson University, 2014 


Community Relations Intern 


Communications and Brand Management, Tom Mickle Intern 
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The National Football Foundation & College Hall of Fame 


greatest legends. 
in New York City. 


at its official home inside the New Yor 
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Recognizing the nation’s top student- 
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Educating and protecting opportunities for the young people who play the game. 


ein1951 and utilizing the 94,256-square-foot state-of-art facility located 
rm to promote the good in the game while immortalizing the game's 


into the College Football Hall of Fame at the NFF Annual Awards Dinner 


Bestowing the coveted William V. Campbell Trophy, presented by Fidelity Investments and prominently displayed 


etic Club, to the nation’s top college football scholar-athlete. 
hool and college scholar-athletes, including the prestigious NFF National 


Fideli 
athletes from all divisions in The NFF Hampshire Honor Society. 

individuals into the NFF Leadership Hall of Fame. 

sociation of America (FWAA) to conduct the “FWAA-NFF Grantland Rice Super 
the NCAA Football Bowl Subdivision during the regular college football season. 


ty Investments. 


¢ Energizing a nationwide network of 12,000 members and 120 chapters that collectively stage more than 1,000 
events, reaching more than 5,000 high schools and 500,000 young football players each year. 

Dramatizing the history and stressing the value of the game to fans and key audiences through the activation of a 
series of programs and initiatives, including the NFF Annual Awards Dinner, the National Hall of Fame Salute at the 
Allstate Sugar Bowl and the NFF On-Campus Salutes and the NFF Faculty Salutes, presented by Fidelity Investments. 


Archie Steven J. Clayton I. J. Murry George M. 
Manning Hatchell Bennett Bowden Weiss 
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“Building Leaders Through Football” 


433 E. Las Colinas Blvd. ¢ Suite 1130 « Irving, TX * 75039 


For more information please visit 
www.footballfoundation.org or call 1-972-556-1000. 
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THE FOOTBALL BOWL ASSOCIATION SALUTES 
2015 CHAMPION’S AWARD RECIPIENT 


Each year the Football Bowl Association presents an award for distinguished service 
to college football, with an emphasis on supporting the student-athlete experience 
through postseason football bowl games. This year the FBA pays tribute to Lee Corso. 


> FOOTBALL BOWL ASSOCIATION 


www.footballbowlassociation.com 
twitter: @collegebowls 


2009 - Roy Kramer 2010-TomHansen 2011-LaVell Edwards 2012 - Bobby Bowden 2013 - Grant Teaff 2014 - Dennie Poppe 


Experience the world’s most amazing animals 
in one app. WWF TOGETHER — the free app 
from World Wildlife Fund. Download it today. 


worldwildlife.org/together 
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NORTH 
TEXAS 


The newly-renovated, open-air Globe Life Park was built in 1994 
and modeled to bring old school baseball to the new school. 
Expert Texas Rangers baseball tour guides take you through the 
retro complex, including exciting behind-the-scenes areas. 
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A fun spot to visit is the International Bowling Hall of Fame. 
This interactive museum takes visitors back 5,000 years to the 
beginning of one of the most popular sports in the world. Plus, 
the Olympic U.S. Bowling team practices in Arlington at the 
bowling campus. 


Top O’ Hill Terrace, home to the present day Arlington 
Baptist College, was an illegal (and very controversial) 
gambling hall in the 1930s. Tour the site, full of trap doors 
and hidden tunnels, and hear the tales of Top O’ Hill 
Terrace visitors Bonnie and Clyde, Howard Hughes, Clark 
Gable and Mae West. 
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While you're in town, check out Arlington Highlands, Grand 
Prairie Premium Outlets, Lincoln Square or the Parks at 
Arlington for premier shopping. Is your stomach grumbling? 
Dig in at Mellow Mushroom, Babe's Chicken Dinner House, 
J. Gilligan’s Bar & Grill, Boston’s and BoomerJack’s Bar 
& Grill, where the best of Texas foods are abundant and the 
flavors are plenty. 
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After a six year renovation, GeO-Deck at Reunion Tower 
reopened to the public in October 2013. A visit to Reunion 
Tower isn’t just about seeing what’s below from 560 feet in the 
air; GeO-Deck at Reunion Tower has something for everyone. 
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Bishop Arts District used to sell itself as Dallas’ “best kept 
secret,” but it would be hard to call this trendy district a 
secret any longer. This two-block, former warehouse area is 
now home to some of Dallas’ most sought-after restaurants 
and its funkiest boutique shopping. 


Built over Woodall Rodgers Freeway to connect Uptown, 
Downtown and the Arts District, 5.2-acre Klyde Warren 
Park is an urban green space. Kids love the children’s park, 
dogs can run free at the dog park, and anyone will enjoy 
the numerous other activities. 


PHOTO BY DALLAS CVB 


The Perot Museum of Nature and Science, inspires minds 
through nature and science. The Victory Park museum de- 
livers hours of fun for children, students, teachers, families 
and life-long learners. 
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WHAT TO DO IN NORTH TEXAS 


Promoting a better understanding of the Presidency and 
American history, the George W. Bush Presidential Library 
and Museum preserves and provides access to Presidential 
records and other donated collections, hosts public programs 
and creates educational initiatives. 


A public-private partnership, the Continental Avenue 
Bridge and West Dallas Gateway offer active and passive 
play spaces, programmed activities and an up close view 
of the Trinity River, Dallas Floodway and the Margaret Hunt 
Hill Bridge. 


Spanning three blocks and nineteen acres, the Arts 
District in Downtown Dallas boasts numerous museums, 
parks and performing arts venues, which are all within 
walking distance of each other. 
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With more than 15,000 square feet of heavily shaded 
outdoor space, trailer-park decor, food trucks and even a 
treehouse bar with craft hand-bottled cocktails, there’s no 
place else quite like Truck Yard on Greenville. 


Visit three Stockyards National Historic District attrac- 
tions claiming world titles: Billy Bob’s Texas - the world’s 
largest honky-tonk; Stockyards Championship Rodeo - 
the world’s only year-round rodeo every Friday and Satur- 
day at 8 p.m.; and the Fort Worth Herd - the world’s only 
twice-daily cattle drive at 11:30 a.m. and 4 p.m. 
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ARLINGTON’ 


CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU 


www.experiencearlington.org « (800) 433-5374 


2ALLAS 


BIG THINGS HAPPEN HERE 
www.visitdallas.com « (800) 232-5527 


Stroll through the No. 1 downtown in the nation, Sundance 
Square, home to 35-blocks of entertainment, nightlife and din- 
ing in a safe and walkable setting. 
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View the only Michelangelo in the Americas at the Kimbell 
Art Museum in Fort Worth’s renowned Cultural District. The 
district boasts five internationally recognized museums in a 
beautiful, park-like setting. 


Attend a tour and tasting at one of Fort Worth’s hottest craft 
breweries: Rahr & Sons Brewing Co., Martin House Brewing 
and Panther Island Brewing. 
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PHOTO BY JEREMY ENLOW 


Enjoy an afternoon outing at the Fort Worth Zoo, recently 
ranked a top 10 zoo in the nation by TripAdvisor’s 2014 Trav- 
elers’ Choice awards. 


Race around the track at Texas Motor Speedway, the sec- 
ond-largest sports and entertainment facility in the nation. 
The speedway hosts NASCAR and IndyCar races three times 
a year and offers track tours and driving schools. 


PHOTO BY TEXAS MOTOR SPEEDWAY 


Dine on the best Tex-Mex around at Joe T. Garcia’s Mexican 
Restaurant, a Dallas-Fort Worth institution famous for its Eu- 
ropean-style patio capable of seating 1,000 hungry patrons. 


Hang with the locals in the trendy West 7th Street District 
located two miles from downtown. This district is vibrant from 
day to night with high-concept eateries, boutique shopping, 


ORT WORTH 


CITY OF COWBOYS AND CULTURE 
www.fortworth.com « (800) 433-5747 
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Bios courtesy of ESPN.com 


PLAY-BY-PLAY COMMENTATOR @cbfowler 


Chris Fowler appears on many of ESPN’s marquee properties, primarily in college football, 
Grand Slam tennis and FIFA World Cup soccer. In March 2014, he was named play-by-play 
for the ABC Saturday Night Football booth alongside analyst Kirk Herbstreit and reporter 
Heather Cox. The trio will also usher in the new era in college football, teaming up to work 
a College Football Playoff Semifinal game and the College Football National Championship. 


He remains the host for College GameDay, the network’s Emmy-winning Saturday morning 
college football preview show, a position he has held since 1990. It won the Sports Emmy 
for Best Weekly Studio Show in 2008, 2010 and 2011. 


He also has hosted ESPN’s Heisman Trophy Presentation since the network began its 
coverage of the event in 1994 and ESPN’s The Home Depot College Football Awards show since its inception in 1993. 
In addition, he was the play-by-play voice of ESPN’s Thursday College Football Primetime games from 2006-2009 
and previously had been a sideline reporter, beginning in 1988. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL ANALYST @kirkherbstreit 


Kirk Herbstreit has served as an analyst for ESPN’s three-time Sports Emmy Award-winning 
College GameDay Built by The Home Depot remote college football studio show since 
August 1996. For his efforts there, he has earned seven nominations and two Sports Emmy 
Awards for Best Studio Analyst (2010 & 2011). Herbstreit is the game analyst for the Saturday 
Night Football series on ABC, broadcast television’s first weekly prime-time college football 
game, since the series debut in 2006. In 2014, he shares the booth with Chris Fowler, who 
will call play-by-play on the telecast for the first time. Previously, Herbstreit called eight 
Rose Bowl Games and seven BCS National Championships alongside legendary play-by- 
play announcer Brent Musburger. 


Respected for his no-nonsense analysis and insightful perspective, he is also a frequent contributor to SportsCenter, 
ESPN.com and ESPN The Magazine. Previously, Herbstreit was a game analyst on the popular ESPN Thursday night 
college football series from 1999-2006. 


He was a four-year letterman with the Ohio State Buckeyes as a quarterback (1989-92). During his senior season in 1992, he 
served as a starter and team captain, and was recognized as team MVP and most motivational player. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER @heatherespn 


Heather Cox joined ESPN in August 1994 and serves as a reporter for ABC and ESPN's 
coverage of the NBA, college football, NCAA men’s and women’s basketball and the WNBA. 
She originally joined the network as an analyst on men’s and women’s college and 
professional volleyball and women’s college basketball. 


Cox began her broadcast career as a basketball analyst for Fox Sports Net in 1993 and 
covered college football, professional basketball and volleyball during her tenure. 


An accomplished volleyball player, Cox played professionally as the team captain for the 
Sacramento Stars of the National Volleyball Association professional league from 1993-95. 


Cox graduated from the University of the Pacific in 1992, cum laude, with a bachelor of arts 
degree in broadcast and public relations. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER 


A correspondent for ESPN since 2002, Tom Rinaldi contributes to a wide variety of programs 
and fills a number of roles at the network. He is a weekly contributor to College GameDay 
and has served as a sideline reporter for some of college football’s biggest games, including 
the Rose Bowl Game and national championship games. 


His feature stories are a staple on SportsCenter, E:60, and SCFeatured. Rinaldi has won 10 
national Sports Emmy Awards, five national Edward R. Murrow Awards, and a host of other 
honors for his work. 


A native of Brooklyn, N.Y., he earned a bachelor’s degree from the University of Pennsylvania, 
and a master’s degree from the Columbia University Graduate School of Journalism. 
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PLAY-BY-PLAY COMMENTATOR @miketirico 


Mike Tirico has handled a variety of assignments for ESPN, ESPN Radio and ABC Sports 
since 1991, establishing himself as one of the most recognizable faces and steady voices 
across ESPN’s multimedia platforms and in the industry at large. In 2006 he assumed one 
of the top positions in sports television as ESPN’s Monday Night Football play-by-play 
commentator. 


A regular host and contributor to ESPN Radio, Tirico is part of the weekly Countdown to 
Kickoff Friday program (7-9 p.m.) in the fall devoted to college and pro football. Tirico also 
handled radio play-by-play for the 2010 Rose Bowl Game and 2010-12 BCS Championship 
games, working alongside MNF partner Jon Gruden and Todd Blackledge. 


Tirico joined ESPN as a SportsCenter anchor in July 1991, later serving as host of Monday Night Countdown during the 
NFL season from that show’s 1993 launch to 2001. Prior to joining ESPN, Tirico worked in Syracuse, N.Y. (1987-1991). 


Tirico was named the 2010 Sportscaster of the Year by the National Sportscasters and Sportswriters Association (NSSA), 
an award voted on by his industry peers. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL ANALYST @todd_blackledge 


Todd Blackledge, who returned to ESPN in 2006, is an analyst for many of the network’s college 
football events, including College Football Primetime. Since the 2009 season, Blackledge has 
been an analyst alongside play-by-play announcer Brad Nessler, with sideline reporter Holly 
Rowe. He also is a regular contributor to College GameDay, SportsCenter and ESPN Radio. 


In 1994, he joined ABC Sports as a college football analyst. He then was named CBS’ lead 
analyst in 1999. In 2006, he joined play-by-play announcer Mike Patrick and sideline 
reporter Holly Rowe for ESPN’s Saturday primetime college football series. He has been 
featured during Saturday college football games since 2007 in the popular “Todd’s Taste of 
the Town,” during which he visits a local restaurant near the site of the game he'll call that 
day, and discusses the culinary appeal of the establishment and more. 


As the standout quarterback at Penn State, Blackledge started for the Nittany Lions from 1981 to 1983, going 31-5 
through three seasons. After leading Penn State to the national championship in 1982, Blackledge won the Davey O’Brien 
Award as the nation’s most outstanding quarterback, and he finished sixth in the Heisman Trophy voting. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER @SPORTSIREN 


Holly Rowe joined ESPN on a regular basis in August 1998 and had previously served as a 
sideline reporter for select ESPN telecasts in 1997 and for ABC Sports from 1995-96. Rowe 
primarily covers college football, men’s basketball and softball as a reporter, as well as 
the NBA and WNBA. She has also provided play-by-play commentary for women’s college 
basketball, softball and volleyball. 


Rowe has worked as a sports reporter and anchor for outlets in Salt Lake City including KSL 
Radio, Fox 13 TV, KBYU TV, BYU Sports Network and KFNZ Radio. 


She graduated from the University of Utah with a broadcast journalism degree. While at 
Utah, Rowe was a sportswriter for the Daily Utah Chronicle and the Davis County Clipper, 
and anchored the campus TV station news. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL REPORTER @schadjoe 


Joe Schad joined ESPN in 2005 and is an ESPN’s National College Football Reporter. 
He reports feature stories and sit-down conversations for popular ESPN shows such as 
College GameDay, College Football Live and SportsCenter. 


Schad also writes news stories for ESPN.com and provides college football news content 
for SportsCenter. Last season, Schad was a sideline reporter for more than 20 games for 
ESPN Radio, including the Sugar Bowl, Rose Bowl Game and BCS National Championship. 


A native of Glendale, N.Y., Schad earned a journalism degree in 1997 from St. John’s 
University. The winner of several APSE and FSWA awards, he was the Editor in Chief and 
Sports Editor of St. John’s student-managed newspaper, The Torch, and was also the Sports 
Director of WSJU, St. John’s official radio station. 
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MAKING THE GAME 
BETTER AND SAFER. 


WWW.USAFOOTBALL.COM ™ 


HEISMAN TROPHY WINNERS 
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Winners by Position 


When University of Chicago running back Jay Berwanger won the first Heisman Trophy in 1935, he started a trend that con- 
tinues to this day. Of the 78 college football players who have won the coveted Heisman Trophy, 41 of them have been 
running backs, by far the most of any position. Of those 41 running backs, three players have been fullbacks, most recently 
Oklahoma’s Steve Owens in 1969. Only one defensive player, Michigan cornerback Charles Woodson in 1997, has won the 
award. Quarterbacks have the second-most amount of Heisman wins at 33. This year’s winner, Oregon quarterback Marcus 
Mariota, continued a trend that began in 2000 when Florida State’s Chris Wienke took home the award. Since 2000, quar- 
terbacks have won more Heisman Trophies than any other position with 13. In 1987, Notre Dame’s Tim Brown became the 
first of only two wide receivers to grab the Trophy (Michigan’s Desmond Howard in 1991 is the other). Two ends have won 


the award, the last being Notre Dame’s Leon Hart in 1949. A look at the recipients by position... 


QUARTERBACK 
1937 Clint Frank 
1938 Davey O’Brien 


1943 Angelo Bertelli 
1944 Les Horvath 
1947 John Lujack 
1956 Paul Hornung 
1962 Terry Baker 
1963 Roger Staubach 
1964 John Huarte 
1966 Steve Spurrier 
1967 Gary Beban 
1970 Jim Plunkett 
1971 Pat Sullivan 
1984 Doug Flutie 
1986 ‘Vinny Testaverde 
1989 Andre Ware 
1990 Ty Detmer 

1992 Gino Torretta 
1993 Charlie Ward 
1996 Danny Wuerffel 
2000 Chris Weinke 
2001 Eric Crouch 
2002 Carson Palmer 
2003 Jason White 
2004 = Matt Leinart 
2006 ‘Troy Smith 
2007 Tim Tebow 
2008 Sam Bradford 
2010 Cam Newton 
2011 Robert Griffin Ill 
2012 Johnny Manziel 
2013 Jameis Winston 
2014 Marcus Mariota 
RUNNING BACK 

1935 Jay Berwanger 
1939 Nile Kinnick 
1940 Tom Harmon 
1941 Bruce Smith 
1942 Frank Sinkwich 
1945 Doc Blanchard 
1946 — Glenn Davis 
1948 Doak Walker 
1950 ~~ Vic Janowicz 
1951 Dick Kazmaier 
1952 Billy Vessels 
1953 John Lattner 
1954 Alan Ameche 
1955 Howard Cassady 
1957 John David Crow 
1958 Pete Dawkins 
1959 Billy Cannon 
1960 Joe Bellino 

1961 Ernie Davis 
1965 Mike Garrett 
1968 O.J. Simpson 
1969 Steve Owens 
1972 Johnny Rodgers 
1973 John Cappelletti 
1974 Archie Griffin 
1975 Archie Griffin 
1976 Tony Dorsett 
1977 Earl Campbell 


Yale 

TCU 

Notre Dame 
Ohio State 
Notre Dame 
Notre Dame 
Oregon State 
Navy 

Notre Dame 
Florida 
UCLA 
Stanford 
Auburn 
Boston College 
Miami (Fla) 
Houston 
Brigham Young 
Miami (Fla) 
Florida State 
Florida 
Florida State 
Nebraska 
USC 
Oklahoma 
USC 

Ohio State 
Florida 
Oklahoma 
Auburn 
Baylor 
Texas A&M 
Florida State 
Oregon 


Chicago 

lowa 

Michigan 
Minnesota 
Georgia 

Army (FB) 
Army 
Southern Methodist 
Ohio State 
Princeton 
Oklahoma 
Notre Dame 
Wisconsin (FB) 
Ohio State 
Texas A&M 
Army 
Louisiana State 
Navy 
Syracuse 

USC 

USC 
Oklahoma (FB) 
Nebraska 
Penn State 
Ohio State 
Ohio State 
Pittsburgh 
Texas 


1978 Billy Sims 

1979 Charles White 
1980 George Rogers 
1981 Marcus Allen 
1982 Herschel Walker 
1983 Mike Rozier 
1985 Bo Jackson 
1988 Barry Sanders 
1994 Rashaan Salaam 
1995 Eddie George 
1998 Ricky Williams 
1999 Ron Dayne 
2009 Mark Ingram 


1936 Larry Kelley 
1949 Leon Hart 


WIDE RECEIVER 


1987 Tim Brown 
1991 Desmond Howard 


CORNERBACK 
1997 Charles Woodson 


2015 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


Oklahoma 
USC 

South Carolina 
USC 

Georgia 
Nebraska 
Auburn 
Oklahoma State 
Colorado 
Ohio State 
Texas 
Wisconsin 
Alabama 


Yale 
Notre Dame 


Notre Dame 
Michigan 


Michigan 


Desmond Howard 


Volunteer, support, coach or compete. 
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CHAMPIONSHIP CELEBRATION 


Come celebrate and get a behind-the-scenes look into AT&T Stadium 
where the inaugural College Football Playoff National Championship took place! 


1S 


$20 for children and seniors 
$25 for adults 


52 


15 2 


* Enjoy a guided AT&T Stadium tour 
* Take a look inside the National Championship team locker rooms 
* View AT&T Stadium from the field 
¢ Have your picture taken with the National Championship Trophy 
« Have access to special merchandise offers 
« Learn more about the College Football Playoff 


Tickets can be purchased in advance by calling (800) 745-3000 


Day-of ticket purchases must be made in-person at the Entry A Box Office, subject to availability. 
WH Locations and appearances subject to change. 
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188 2015 NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL QUIZ 


1. Both Melvin Gordon of Wisconsin (408 yards rushing) 5. What quarterback holds the record for most passing 
and Samaje Perine (427 yards rushing) broke the record yardsinasingle season? 

this season for most rushing yards in a single game. Who 

held the record before that? WH 


6. In 2014, Louisville safety Gerod Holliman tied the FBS 
record for interceptions in a season with how many? 


© SI 


MELVIN GORDON, WISCONSIN 


© SI 


2. Which College Football Playoff team holds the record WH 


for most consecutive bowl wins with 11? 


3. Whois the only player to win the Heisman Trophy twice? 


GEROD HOLLIMAN, LOUISVILLE 


© ST 


4. What team did Tennessee beat on January 4, 1999 to a3 

become the first BCS National Championship winner? 7. What team holds the record for longest winning streak ‘iis 
in college football history, winning 47 games between 
1954 and 1957? 


8. Which team has made the most appearances in the Rose 
Bowl, playing in the “Granddaddy of Them All” 33 times? 


© ST 


9. Oregon QB Marcus Mariota is first all time in Total ni 


Touchdowns in Pac-12 history with 129 touchdowns. 
Whose record did he break? 


) : - ye 10. The Alabama Crimson Tide has only had one player 
As , ever win the Heisman Trophy. Who was it? 


TENNESSEE VOLUNTEERS, 1999 BCS TITLE GAME 


© SI 
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From ordinary to 


EXTRAORDIN 


Your living room has a new quarterback, the ONKYO TX-NR636 HOME THEATER RECEIVER. 
Dolby Atmos and Dolby surround sound processing transport you from the ordinary to the extraordinary. 
Feel every dimension of sound in your music, movies, video games and sports like never before. 


PANDORA Bluetooth 
ai. S spotity | @ CUFi)) 


ULTRA HD (S spotity | @) gq 


HDMI 2.0/HDCP 2.2 <a CERTIFIED 


BEST 
onkyousa.com/636 Available at: ‘aed 


1 2 5 7 
Noy / Pee eds Touchdown Ball dead 
Ball ready for play Start clock Discretionary or injury time-out Field goal Touchback (move 
Untimed down (follow 2 eed hands TV/Radio time-out Point(s) after touchdown Safety side to side) First down 


16 


Incomplete forward pass 
Penalty declined 


ee No play, no score Legal touching of forward 
Loss of down Toss option delayed pass or scrimmage kick 


Illegal touching or 
30-second timeout 
First touching (NF) 


ul 
Inadvertent whistle f 


(Face Press Box) Disregard flag End of period 


17 20 cam 
1 wes ad 
Offside defense False start Ds flee 
Uncatchable or free kick team Illegal formation Illegal shift - 2 hands Failure to wear llegal helmet Unsportsmanlike conduct 
forward pass Encroachment (NF) Encroachment offense Illegal motion - 1 hand Substitution infraction requited equipment contact Noncontact foul 


30 32 2, 33 
= wi Illegal batting i 
Running into Illegal. kicking Illegal fair catch signal (NF) Forward pass 
or roughing kicker (followed by pointing Invalid fair catch ___ interference Roughing passer Illegal pass Intentional grounding 
Illegal participation Sideline interference or holder toward toe for kicking) signal (NF) Kick-catching interference Illegal forward 
handling 


45 
= ae Illegal block in the back 
Ineligible downfield - Blocking below waist Holding/obstructing Helping runner ne 2 
on pass Personal foul Clipping Illegal block Chop block Illegal use of handsiarms Interlocked blocking Grasping face mask or 


helmet opening 


(NF) High School 
Note: Signal numbers 25 and 26 are for future expansion. 


Tripping Player disqualification 


Wwww.ncaa.org 
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COLLEGE FOOTBALL 


PLAYOFF 


Download the official app of the 
College Football Playoff 


«« CFP GAMEDAY 
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COLLEGEFOOTBALLPLAYOFF.COM 
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The Leaders in Electronic Component Distribution 


Mouser and TTI help you design smarter 
so you can play harder. 


Your Complete Electronic Component Distribution Solution. 

From Design Chain to Supply Chain. ' ; y 
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BER mouser.com ttiinc.com 
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ATMORE, AL 


YOUR TICKET TO ALABAMA’S FINEST RESORTS 


Experience luxury like nowhere else at Alabama’s finest AAA Four-Diamond resorts. Escape to our newly 
remodeled hotel at Wind Creek Atmore, featuring a world-class spa, culinary school, family-friendly arcade, 
bowling alley and movie theater. At Wind Creek Wetumpka, indulge in exciting live entertainment and 
delicious dining options, including Alabama’s best steak house. Lounge poolside or just enjoy the 
extraordinary views from our luxurious accommodations and find your winning moment. 
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WINDCREEK : fou Diamond 


HOSPITALITY 5 VV WV FIND YOUR WINNING MOMENT. 


: Copyright © 2015 Wind Creek Hospitality | 303 Poarch Rd., Atmore, AL | WindCreekAtmore.com 
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SCORE $100 IN Stay at one of our AAA Four-Diamond 
RESORT CREDITS," ew mene eee 
WITH HOTEL STAY | | : 


Offer valid with purchase of regular room rate only. Subject to availability. 


